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Another Special Holiday Soapbox 

 

Walt Turner 

A year as ECA President went fast! 

 

*I just wanted to say a few words about the year just concluded.  I was  

honored to have been able to serve the membership, lead this great  

organization, and do my best to follow the lead of those that have gone and 

served before me.   My Executive Team of Josh Cleaver (Past President),  

Antonio Mencarini (2023 President), Mike Gulley (2023 Vice President), and 

Dan Giordano (2023 Treasurer) were a pleasure to work with.  One of the best 

things about being President is the opportunity to listen to, and exchange 

ideas with such great leaders as my 2022 Exec Team.  I also want to thank my 

2022 Board of Directors.  They show up, they participate, and they do not just 

say “yes” but rather they offer suggestions and ideas based upon their vast 

experiences and knowledge of the area and of the industry.  I learned a lot 

from our Board in 2022.  Thank you! 

 

A few things I am very proud of: 

 

1. A great Community Relations project in Cotati led by Dave Weller of RCX 

and our CR Chair Lacey Torkelson Smith.  In an area that needs  

inventive ideas on how to build affordable housing for residents, this pro-

ject used an innovative shared equity concept in ownership that keeps 

costs down and allows homeowners to share in equity increases that  

allow them to move on to another home ownership opportunity in the 

future.  The ribbon cutting ceremony was inspiring and very satisfying for 

our ability to participate. 

 

2. Having such a close relationship with Transportation and Public Works 

staff that they incorporated an “escalator clause” for smoothing out high 

oil and asphalt pricing for millions of dollars of County projects.  Adopting 

an escalator clause demonstrates that County staff listen to and respect 

the ECA and its membership.  The clause protects the County, the  

contractors, and the suppliers from pricing spikes that were taking place.   
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2022 

ECA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

  President: 

WALT TURNER 

North Bay Petroleum 
 

 Vice President: 
 ANTONIO MENCARINI 

Ghilotti Construction Co 
 

Treasurer 

MIKE GULLEY 

Northwest General Engineering 
 

Secretary 
DAN GIORDANI 

Argonaut Constructors. 
 

 Past President 
JOSH CLEAVER 

BoDean 
 

  

CONTRACTORS 

 
JOHN SERRES JR, 

Serres Corporation 
 

DAVE WELLER 
RCX, Inc 

 
CASEY WOOD 

Ghilotti Bros. Inc 

AFFILIATES 
PAUL BARTHOLOW 

Brelje & Race 
 

TOM BOYLAN 
Boylan Point 

 
VICTOR MCKNIGHT 

InterWest Insurance 
 

JEFF CONNER 
Aaction Rents 

 
JULIA DODGE 

 
CORINNA FERNANDEZ 

PACE Supply 
 

JAY JAEHNIG 

R&S Trucking 
 

TRISHA MCCOMAS 
Moss Adams LLP 

 

JEFF OKREPKIE 
George Petersen Insurance 

 
DANIEL POWERS 

Don Ramatici Insurance 
 

RYAN WILD SICHI 
Cal-West Rentals 

  
GLENN SMITH 

Smith Dollar PC 
 

MARK SOILAND 
Soiland Company 

 

TROY SOILAND 
Northgate Ready Mix 

 

JONATHAN TRAPPE 

Canyon Rock Co. 
 

MARY VALDIVIA 

Valdivia Trucking 
 

BILL WIGGINS 

Trans Tech Consultants 
 

Executive vice president 

 John Bly 

Member Services Director 

 Mary Kennedy Cabrera 

3. The Father’s Day Show and Shine Car Show.  In the middle of economic  
uncertainty, and post pandemic issues, people participated, brought their 
families to Julliard Park in Santa Rosa, and enjoyed a day of appreciation for 
all our fathers, and the classic cars that take so much effort to restore.  I am 
proud to host this event, and love to see all the volunteers help in setting up, 
parking cars, serving beer and water, and selling t- shirts and hats.  The smiles 
on everyone’s faces speak for themselves-people love this event! I would also 
like to take this moment to send out a huge I LOVE YOU to my wife Mary, 
my daughters Megan, Robin and lastly my grand daughter Mia for sup-
porting their husband, father and Papa on this day which is a labor of Love. 

 
4. Working all year to keep our directors and members informed as to the  

financial health of the ECA and offering safety trainings and other meaningful 
seminars like “Planes, Trains and Automobiles” that informed us of what is 
happening to our local transportation infrastructure.   

 
5. I learned to be a better leader, I got more informed on the issues that affect 

our industry, and I fostered better relationships with my co-workers as well as 
new business associates.   

 
6. I am proud of vetting candidates for local offices and supporting those that 

would serve our membership to the best advantage.  Government Affairs 
Committee Chair Art Deicke did a great job leading our committee and we 
stuck to our principles, and we won more races than we lost in an election 
year.  I am proud of the process where we expressed our perspective to  
candidates in a way that they will remember how vital our industry is and how 
it pays off to hire local suppliers  

I had a great time and was honored to have had the chance to lead this group!  I 
feel that the ECA is in at least as good a condition as it was when I took it over, and 
I am proud to have accomplished so much, and gained so much for myself from 
the experience.  Thanks to all of you for your support! 
 
I can not say this enough to everyone involved, thank you very much from the 
bottom of my heart for all your time given to support this Wonderful ECA! 
 
Finally, I would like to thank John Bly, Mary Kennedy Cabrera and Cheryl Long for 
all their hard work during the year. 
 
Walt Turner 
2022 ECA President 
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Committee News 
1. Car Show Committee-led by Walt Turner, the Car Show committee has its first meeting of the year 

to plan for the Father’s Day Car Show at Julliard Park in Santa Rosa.  The 1st meeting will be held at 

NCBE on 1-12-23 at 4pm. 

2. The Government Affairs Committee-led by Art Deicke will have its first meeting of the year on 1-18

-23 at 3pm, location is NCBE.  Special guest will be Victoria Fleming (newly elected City of Santa  

Rosa Council Member). 

3. The ECA Specification Committee-led by Casey Wood of GBI and Dale Smith of RCX, will hold its 1st 

meeting of 2023 at the NCBE on 1-18-23 at 4pm.  Issues to be discussed will be public works spec 

issues including  

contract closeout, pay estimates, and clear submittal requirements and whether submittals are just 

for information or need to be reviewed and approved.   

4. ECA Community Relations Committee has no meeting scheduled. 

5. ECA Golf Committee has no meeting scheduled.   

6. ECA Auction Committee has no meeting scheduled, but will soon. If you would like to join the  

Auction Committee please email mary@nceca.org 

7. Nominating CommitteeSee you February 4th at the Installation and Awards Dinner!!  The video in-

terviews with our Award Winners and their chosen speakers are being scheduled as you read this 

by Don Mills and his great crew.  The evening and the video will honor Robert Lee (Hermsmeyer 

Hall of Fame), Ed Winters (Posthumous Hermsmeyer Hall of Fame), Ghilotti Construction Company 

(Contractor of the Year), and Valdivia Trucking (Affiliate of the Year) on February 4.  For more  

information on the event itself, making your reservation and sponsorship opportunities.  Click here 

to sponsor and here to register!  

News That You Can Use: 

John Stewart Cannery Project in SR gets underway-Planned for two decades, construction begins on 

Cannery housing project in Santa Rosa (northbaybusinessjournal.com) 

 

Homeowner Insurance issues for wildire-Is your home at higher risk for wildfires? California updates 

map for first time in 15 years (northbaybusinessjournal.com) 

 

Napa Development-Napa parking lot to become Oxbow South: Hotel, housing, retail proposed for 

downtown (northbaybusinessjournal.com) 

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/sponsor-form-Installation.pdf
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/InstallationInviteemail-23-2.pdf
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/news/planned-for-two-decades-construction-begins-on-cannery-housing-project-in/
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/news/planned-for-two-decades-construction-begins-on-cannery-housing-project-in/
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/news/is-your-home-at-higher-risk-for-wildfires-california-updates-map-for-first/
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/news/is-your-home-at-higher-risk-for-wildfires-california-updates-map-for-first/
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/article/napa-parking-lot-to-become-oxbow-south-hotel-housing-retail-proposed-for/
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/article/napa-parking-lot-to-become-oxbow-south-hotel-housing-retail-proposed-for/
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To sponsor click HERE.    To register click HERE 

Thank you to: 

Ghilotti Construction—Premier Sponsor & President’s Reception 

Team Ghilotti— Hermsmeyer Hall of Fame Sponsor 

Engelke Construction, Inc.—Bar Sponsor 

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/sponsor-form-Installation.pdf
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/InstallationInviteemail-23-2.pdf
https://www.ghilotti.com/
https://teamghilotti.com/
https://www.engelkeconstruction.com/contact
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Emergency Response Manual for 2023—2024 
Now is the time to assure your ad is included! 

There is still time to get your information in!!! 

 
Every two years ECA gathers information we believe will be valuable to city officials, our associates, business partners, 

and the general public.  
 

In the event of an emergency, we would like you to have information available that will help those that need it in the 

fastest way possible.  
 

Should you be in need of assistance in the following areas, our members can help you! This manual will include in al-

phabetical order, who to contact for: • Counties Serviced • Services • Equipment • Materials  
 

Obviously, we hope that an emergency situation will not be the reason you need to contact our members, but at least 

this will help you if the circumstance does arise. 
 

No cost to be included in the manual 

To be included in the Emergency Response Manual click here 

To have an ad in the Emergency Response Manual click here 

 

Cabrera  

 and Associates  

 

Anthony A. Cabrera, P.E., P.L.S. 
Project Consultant 

tacabrera@yahoo.com / 707-321-9951 

www.cabreraassoc.com 
 

Have you got a project in mind? 

Let Cabrera & Associates provide solutions 

Land Use Planning 

Real Estate Development 
And Governmental Relations  

The application for the North Bay Construction Corps are now open! The North Bay Construction Corps 

(NBCC) is an after-school, 3-month basic construction training program for seniors in their last semester of high 
school. Classes are held on Saturdays in April and May and are taught by local contractors and construction manag-
ers.  Participants are  
introduced to a variety of trades and earn certifications in Personal Protective Equipment and CPR/First Aid. Every year, 
nearly all Corps members who want to work in construction are offered a job at the graduation ceremony and interview 
event on the last day of Boot Camp. For more information or to apply for the 2023 North Bay Construction Corps  

program, visit www.ncbeonline.com/nbcc 

   For more information about the 2023 North Bay Construction Corps program or to request a presentation to staff     
  or students, contact Nicollette Weinzveg, Director of Workforce Development and Education at (707) 542-9502 or  
   workforce@ncbeonline.com  click here to apply online 

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/ER-Info-Flyer.pdf
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/ER-ad.pdf
mailto:tacabrera@yahoo.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8YRpifmfsQL4BAEB0gn8d7uvzMT4hArB_Blu6O_jsLayRSXpPpCuMDdDWTwTv6_hvasxqIM50H1rfUTinBbgtVnGmgWiVAytJg==&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbAsoRueDdoOLPivimEa_-1asb-7rxM283gdg==&ch=hPwhdZNVFirr
http://www.ncbeonline.com/nbcc
mailto:workforce@ncbeonline.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-7evBLIbdymSU28MCbI7FuI2EevdNsTJJp2WSQUp_lOe3yA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Emergency Response Manual 

Get Prepared Now! Here are some very useful tips from CalFire to get your own house/property “in shape” for fire season. 
link   

 

Pocket Guide for CALOSHA For Contractors: Click here for the pocket guide you all need!  

 

Roadwork in Sonoma County - Check out the County website for road info here  

Important Info:  

Emergency Response Manual is now available online! 
 
In the event of an emergency, we have put together this manual to help our community receive quick service from our members. 
 
Thank you to our sponsors for helping to get this manual completed. It is sent to city and county agencies in case of an emergency 
so they will know who to call for services, equipment and  materials. 
 
Click here for the manual.  

Worker’s Compensation Endorsement By ECA- 
HELLO!!! HAVE YOU ASKED YOUR HUMAN RESOURCES PERSON TO CHECK OUT THE 
WORKERS COMP PROGRAM ECA HAS ENDORSED? Everybody likes to save money, don’t 
they? Doesn’t cost you a thing to consider this as an option!      Jeff Okrepkie at 707-360-4338.  
Flyer 

The Sonoma County Environmental Health Department, Transportation and Public Works, and James Gore’s office are utilizing 
the ECA as a resource for debris testing, and debris cleanup for fire victims from the Kincade Fire. Please review the list that has 
been provided to the fire victims and the County, of ECA Firms that are interested and listed in various categories as being help-
ful in the fire aftermath. This is another benefit for ECA members and if you want to be included on the list, and are not, please 
contact mary@nceda.org. There is no charge for this.  You can access the list by clicking here:   

Fire Clean Up List:  

Worker’s Compensation  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8QToMmzBSGAgtV35cOZbFKjio2vS-ihU0I5652zy6gF6vl7Xcz29VO7vQjfprCzCzh7781WcaOCb4hGF_b0RYqEXl7EuynYtQefIWTPC2xjo&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbAsoRueDdoOLPivimEa_-1asb-7rxM283gdg==&ch=hPwh
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8Tr_iv2rWtzi93JuVS0664FnZEmBs6eMIiJeFGmtjwKJJ_Uo_-ougdsHakL0-xqxJ58zG7BRzyDwVvyHtQI5qg7rrA2gyZRfu0fulhIA5G2ySnmboaN26xFkKC0EL9qXUUPH0VFaLh4DChBcroeT-_E=&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbA
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8XHWpzJD1G3MwDGEDJ0FTqBHTzpRULsL_J6GDb2JVvLQ_geknYCD8QzSyFUGaahB0_mp921_poF3hsDfHMR48vvQ5k5piK1Fq1g9AcqezWXwqSZvlPUDuk12mqJu3l9nHA==&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbAsoRueDdoOLPivimEa_-1
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8fZEQHIisF60bJVKT6GEvSjjBh_kxUbzNHjDoigPi3991CnYSIc4k9MTuPdgxhkMiz2xnnmANGzAVBwSMkTXridsHgszM49nqw==&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbAsoRueDdoOLPivimEa_-1asb-7rxM283gdg==&ch=hPwhdZNVFirr
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8XP2ZqLlVOZ9J141RmTceXmDfpFvNs29G3t_HHqIrktjRqn0ROGBh2c620oiO8Sv6Gpt5_QDEnm9cAF4LMfdLDp_sqLYS8JNRvM940wlZpTIBq9_cQcyhmCm6B7LsRM8BQ9o8lxA61H7-iDY5pusu23whBMMJKeZqJ0wgehUhQGZ&c=
mailto:mary@nceda.org
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/ECA-FIRE-RESOURCE-LIST-December-30-2022.pdf
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From the Desk of Jim Persons 

Expert COVID-19 Safety info Available at a Discount 
 
The Shelter in Place Orders issued by County Heath Officers in Sonoma, Napa, and Mendocino - as well as the 
Governor, have highlighted for the building industry the need for all contractors to have an up-to-date written COVID
-19 Exposure Control Plan. 
 
This should be an addendum to your IIPP and safety meetings for COVID-19 
 
Jim Persons, SafetyPride, an ECA member who serves as a consultant and safety instructor for ECA, is offering his 
services to our members and they will receive a 40% discount on his regular rates if you are a current member of 
ECA. 
 
Contact Jim if you are interested in getting his help on COVID-19 related issues or other health and safety pro-
grams. email: jimpersons@safetypride.com or phone: 707-889-0881  

Accident Investigations 
 
An accident investigation is required whenever a serious incident  
happens on the job.  

The less time intervening between the accident and the investigation, the 
more accurate the information that can be obtained. Facts are more  
accurate because people have not had time to become biased by the 
opinions of others, memories are clearer, and more details are  
remembered. 

 Why do we investigate an accident? The reason is to obtain accurate 
information about what happened. What events led up to the accident; 
who was involved with the work; did anyone fail to follow procedures or 
did a piece of material or equipment fail?  

Click HERE to read more 

mailto:jimpersons@safetypride.com
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/safety-investigations.pdf
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CPR / First Aid 
Wednesday, February 1 

9 am – 11 am 

Instructor Larry Richmond Jr.,  Mill Creek Safety 

Training includes bleeding control, strokes, seizures, broken bones and other life-threatening emergen�cies. 

Adult/child/infant CPR & airway obstruction management covered. This course is designed as both a course for 

first-timers and as a refresher.  

Click HERE for flyer… 

Competent Person / Trenching & Excavation 
Wednesday, February 1 

1 pm—3 pm 

Instructor Larry Richmond Jr.,  Mill Creek Safety 

The course will cover soil analysis, 

sloping, shoring and shielding, 

hazardous situations, excavation 

standards and more… 

Click HERE for flyer 

ECA Safety Training Classes 

Application for appointment to the Citizens Oversight Committee 

Residents of Marin and Sonoma counties are invited to apply for appointment to the SMART Citizens 
Oversight Committee (COC). The nine-member COC is an advisory committee established by the 
SMART Board of Directors and is comprised of private citizens who collectively represent the diversity of 
Sonoma and Marin County. 

Click here to apply 

Completed applications and supporting documents are due by Friday, January 13, 2023, and may be 
submitted by email to Leticia Rosas, Clerk of the Board, at COC@sonomamarintrain.org or submitted 
either in-person or mailed to: 

Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit District 
Attn: Clerk of the Board 
5401 Old Redwood Highway, Suite 200, Petaluma, CA 94954 

If you have questions or require additional information, please email Leticia Rosas, Clerk of the Board, 
at COC@sonomamarintrain.org or call (707) 794-3072.  A printed hard copy of the application may be 
requested by calling SMART Customer Service at 707-794-3330 or by visiting the SMART offices at 5401 
Old Redwood Highway, Suite 200, Petaluma, CA 94954. 

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/CPR-Flyer.pdf
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/competent-person-trenching-excavation.pdf
https://www.sonomamarintrain.org/sites/default/files/Board/COC%20Documents/COC-Application-Form.pdf
https://www.sonomamarintrain.org/sites/default/files/Board/COC%20Documents/COC-Application-Form.pdf
mailto:COC@sonomamarintrain.org
mailto:COC@sonomamarintrain.org
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Corporate Member Sponsors 

Business Member Sponsors 
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We want to highlight a member each week. What we need from you is a short paragraph on what is happening at your  

company. New employees, new logo, a new move, exciting new equipment!  What ever you want to share about your  

company with our members.  
   

Email mary@nceca.org with your spotlight information and send in photos if you have them! 

Northern California Engineering Contractors Association 

The ECA, and its Board of Directors, has been the voice of the engineering construction industry for over 40 
years. 
 
The foundation of the ECA has been to address local needs and issues. 
 
The purpose and goal of ECA and its staff are to provide services to the members that help them run their  
businesses safely, efficiently, and in compliance with the many rules and regulations and mandates of  
government. 
 
The working committees are the heart and soul of the ECA. The committees are comprised of ECA members. 
 
The committees promote events that enable the ECA to fund community projects that include: 
Fathers Day “Show & Shine” Car Show, Public Officials Night, the Golf Tournament, and, the “Days of Wine & 
Dozers” Auction Dinner. 
 
If you would like to join a committee, please email mary@nceca.org ~ We would love to have you! 

Northern California Engineering Contractors Association 

John Bly, Executive Vice President 
email: john@nceca.org 
 
Mary Kennedy Cabrera, Member Services Director 
email: mary@nceca.org 
 
Cheryl Long, Bookkeeper 
email: cheryl@nceca.org 
 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 8249 Santa Rosa, CA 95407 ~Phone: 707.546.5500  

mailto:john@nceca.org
mailto:mary@nceca.org
mailto:cheryl@nceca.org

