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Remember-this is an op-ed piece and | do not speak for the
ECA or any of its members in this “Soapbox”. These are just my
ramblings that hopefully you find thought provoking.

What Have We Been Doing?

From time to time, it is important to remind folks of the good work the ECA is do-
ing. A few of the items the ECA has been working on to benefit our industry and
our loyal members:

1. Continued conversations with elected officials and staffers to consider
modifying rules and regulations that make it hard for local workers to be
employed on locally funded projects.

2. \Vetting political candidates for Council and Mayor seats for Cloverdale,
Sebastopol, Healdsburg, Windsor, Santa Rosa, Cotati, Rohnert Park, Sonoma,
and Petaluma.

3. Formed a partnership with the Construction Corps to donate, provide training
for students, and to provide firms to interview and hire the graduates of the
latest graduates of the Construction Corps. Click HERE

4. Started our Community Relations Project to benefit the Children’s Museum in
Santa Rosa. Supervisor James Gore will be attending the ribbon cutting
ceremony at 9am onsite on 9-30-24. Everyone that is part of the ECA is
welcome to attend!

5. Fostering relationships with the North Coast Regional Water Control Board in
order to avoid violations and gain knowledge on how to mitigate difficult rain
occurrences on our projects.

6. Collaborating with Public Works Directors in the North Bay area to “beef up”
prevailing wage compliance and reporting so that all companies and
subcontractors are able to participate on local projects without being at a
disadvantage to any other firms.

7. Continuing to work with Sonoma County Transportation Authority to facilitate
tax dollar funding for road projects, bike paths, pedestrian walks, and bridges
in Sonoma County.

8. Finally-we are working on recognizing the contributions of our fellow ECA
members for awards so we can continue to set the standards for achievement
in our industry by recognizing those that have excelled.

Continue on page 2

ECA NEWSLETTER

JOHNS SOAPBOX

Inside this issue

John's SOAPbOX....cceuiuveeiceiirriciiciecae 1
Board of Directors...........cccceeuven cune 2
Committee News..........ccovueieinicininnnns 2
Wine & DOZErS.......covuueueemrerereneierirenens 4
From the Desk of Jim Persons............. 6
News you can Use.........ccoeeeureeuenunninne 8
Workers Comp.......ccceevcveeneercneen vevene 9
Emergency Response manual............9
Sustaining Members.........c.cccevivnennne 10

Low Impact Development Training....12

NORTHERN CALIFORN|A

£STABLISHED 1970


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ARJvSp0zFL7FaGvOSHOM7qaWaMDUZ3pu/view?pli=1

2023
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT:
MIKE GULLEY
Northwest General Engineering

VICE PRESIDENT:
DAN GIORDANI
Argonaut Constructors

TREASURER
KIMBER CARPENTER LENNING
Kadon Trucking

SECRETARY
MATT STORM
Granite Construction

PAST PRESIDENT
ANTONIO MENCARINI
Ghilotti Construction Co

CONTRACTORS

KRISTI PRUITT
RCX, Inc

JOHN SERRES JR,
Serres Corporation

MIKE WOLFF
Wolff Contracting

CASEY WOOD
Ghilotti Bros. Inc

AFFILIATES
PAUL BARTHOLOW
Brelje & Race

JEFF CONNER

Aaction Rents

ART DEICKE

Environmental Pollution Solutions

CORINNA FERNANDEZ
PACE Supply

TRISHA MCCOMAS
Moss Adams LLP

VICTOR MCKNIGHT
InterWest Insurance

KEVIN NOONAN
Toby’s Trucking

JEFF OKREPKIE
George Petersen Insurance

RYAN WILD SICHI
Cal-West Rentals

GLENN SMITH
Smith Dollar PC

MARK SOILAND
Soiland Company

TROY SOILAND & SPENCER REID
Northgate Ready Mix

JAMES TRAPPE

Canyon Rock Co.

WALT TURNER
North Bay Petroleum

BILL WIGGINS
Trans Tech Consultants

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
JOHN BLY
MEMBER SERVICES DIRECTOR
MARY KENNEDY CABRERA

Continued from page 1

Keep in mind that the ECA gets involved in issues and regulations that promote
fair business practices amongst our ECA members, protect the rights of local
workers to work on local projects and receive fair payment for their work, fos-
ter relationships with public officials in order that belonging to the ECA and
having an ECA contractor perform the work in the public arena provides a level
of comfort to the local municipalities that an ECA contractor is a step above a
contractor that is not an ECA member.

You all have enabled the ECA to continue this important work since 1976. 48
years and counting. Thank you for all you have done for the local workers, the
local economy, and the public at large!

That’s All Folks
John

COMMITTEE NEWS

Government Affairs Committee- Chair Art Deicke and the Government Affairs met
on 8-28-24 and 8-29-24 and will have a final interview with candidates on 9-11-24.
Here are the candidates we have vetted and will have recommendations to our
Board of Directors:

City of Santa Rosa: Dianna MacDonald, Jeremy Newton

City of Rohnert Park: Gerard Giudice

City of Petaluma: Mike Healy, Alex DeCarli

City of Sonoma: none of the candidates responded.

City of Sebastopol: Neysa Hinton

City of Healdsburg: Ron Edwards, Heather Hannan Kramer, Linda Cade, David
Hagele, Ariel Kelly

City of Cloverdale: Mark Laskey

Town of Windsor: JB Leep, John Leyba

City of Cotati: Susan Harvey

Although we sent out invitations and questionnaires to ALL of the candidates run-
ning for City and Town Councils, these listed above were the only ones who were
interested in being interviewed. Following our Board Meeting on 9-24-24, we will
provide a complete list of those who we believe represent ECA member interests
the best.

Father’s Day Show and Shine Car Show Committee-Save the date! Sunday, June
15, 2025. If you would like to be part of the committee let Mary know.
mary@nceca.org

Days of Wine and Dozers Auction Committee-We have a record number of
attendees coming to this event. Yes, there is room for sponsorships and registra-
tion and donations. If you have any of those, please let Mary know as soon as pos-
sible! See you at the Days of Wine and Dozers on 9-28-24 — the evening begins at
5:30 pm.

Continue page 3
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Continued from page 2

Community Relations Committee-Brand new news! The Children’s Museum project is under way.

Giving back to the community has become a core value of the ECA. This project adds to the estimat-

ed $4 million of donated labor, equipment, and materials in the last decade to deserving charities.

Special thank you to:

e  Kevin Ghilotti and Team G for sourcing the off-haul materials!!

e Tom Swegel and RCX for mass excavation and load out of spoils!!

e Dan Fowler and Richard Owens for Project Management

e Tim Schramm and Adobe for survey and staking!

e Canyon Rock for base rock sourcing

e Valdivia, Kadon and Toby’s for trucking services

e  Ghilotti Construction Company for fabric and coordination

e Lacey Torkalson Smith for leading our Community Relations Committee and staying on this pro-
ject for the past six or so months!

ECA Nominating Committee-Chair Antonio Mencarini has held two meetings to determine the
following:

2024 Contractor of the Year

2024 Affiliate of the Year

2024 Hermsmeyer Hall of Fame

2024 Hermsmeyer Posthumous Hall of Fame

2024 Golden Hardhat

2024 Ambassador of the Year

2025 Officers

2025 Board of Directors

Thanks Tony and your Nominating Committee of Mike Gulley, Dan Giordani, Kimber Carpenter, and
Matt Storm.

ECA Specifications Committee-chaired by Dale Smith and Casey Wood organized a great spec
meeting that had 14 attendees on 8-28-24. Our next meeting is scheduled for 9-25-24 beginning at
the new time of 3:00pm.

www.teamghilotti.com | 707-763-8700
2531 Petaluma Blvd. S., Petaluma, CA 94952




ECA 32nd Annual Wine & Dozers

Auction & Dinner
ARGONAUT

Saturday, September 28th CONSTRUCGTORS
Graton Resort & Casino
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Enjoy an elegant and fun evening of generosity, delicious food, and signature drinks while
coming together in support of ECA.

Saturday, September 28th
Graton Resort & Casino

288 Golf Course Drive

Rohnert Park, CA
5:30 pm Reception & Silent Auction
7 pm Dinner

8 pm Live Auction

9 pm Port & Cigar Bar

To register for the event click HERE!

Help us support the ECA by considering being a sponsor of the ECA’s,
“Days of Wine & Dozers” Auction Fundraiser
We are also looking for live auction items!

For Sponsor opportunities Click HERE!

Thank you to our Sponsors:

Argonaut Constructors—Premier Sponsor
Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers!

W.A. Anderson Group - Champagne Sponsor
Adobe Associates — Photo Booth Sponsor

EBA Engineering—Reception Sponsor
Magqggiora & Ghilotti - Platinum Sponsor
Mike Brown Electric — Platinum Sponsor

Brelie & Race Consulting Engineers—Port &
Cigar Sponsor
Nunley Engineering — Photo Booth Sponsor

Team Ghilotti—Platinum Sponsor
Aaction Rents— Champagne Sponsor

Daniel O. Davis—Port & Cigar Sponsor
North Bay Petroleum —Photo Booth Sponsor

ASP, Inc. — Dinner Wine Sponsor PACE Supply—Photo Booth Sponsor
Canyon Rock—Dinner Wine Sponsor RCX, Inc—Port & Cigar Sponsor

Cresco Equipment Rentals—Bar Sponsor
Engelke Construction — Bar Sponsor
Northgate Ready Mix—Bar Sponsor

Herc Rentals Trench Safety - Table Wine Sponsor
Peterson CAT — Table Wine Sponsor
Stevenson Supply—Martini Sponsor

Don Ramatici Insurance—Gold Sponsor
Stripe ‘N’ Seal Inc.—Gold Sponsor
Toby’s Trucking—Gold Sponsor
United Rentals—Gold Sponsor
Valdivia Trucking — Port & Cigar Sponsor
American Asphalt — Bronze Sponsor
Smith Dollar PC—Bronze Sponsor

Live Auction Sponsors
Serres Corporation—Wing & Barrel Clay Shoot & Hog Hunt
BoDean—Blast & Brews
Ghilotti Bros. Inc.—Warrior Tickets!
Ghilotti Construction—49er Tickets!
Granite Construction—Giants Tickets
Mill Creek Safety—CPR Class for 10
PACE Supply—Shark Tickets
Jim Persons—Safety Pride—Safety Class for 10
Sonoma Media Group—Two VIP tickets to Country Summer
Russian River Vineyard—overnight stay
Cuver Brewery—Tasting & Tour for 10 Guests
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ECA 32nd Annual Wine & Dozers , ARGONAUT
Auction & Dinner

Just a few of the live auctions that we will have at the Wine & Dozers Event
on September 28th!~

—~ Dy
WING & BARREL
RANCH

Wing & Barrel Ranch—Sporting Clay Instruction plus Shoot
Lunch and Wine Pairing ant the Clubhouse for 6 people
Thanks to: Serres Corporation

Warriors Chase Center Courtside Club Seats for Two—2
Seat Location: Section 4, Row A3, Seats 17 & 18
Thanks to: Ghilotti Bros Inc

The Ultimate Experience for Four 49er Fans!

VIP parking, early admission to the stadium, pregame at the United
Club, luxury seat, full-service bar. seats on the 40-yard line in the exclu-
. sive Club Level Section 139, Row 20! (mutually agreed upon game). Ex-
| ?A pires at the end of the 2024-2025 season and is not valid for

e Playoffs. Thanks to: Ghilotti Construction

Giants Hospitality Suite LITTIRRONY
12 Suite Tickets to a TBD game date! 3 ' \
Includes one parking pass. Sl 0

Thanks to Granite Construction

VIP Tasting & Brewery tour for 10

Enjoy a VIP Tasting & Brewery tour for 10 guests at Cuver Brewery in
Windsor while you enjoy PizzalLeah’s Pizza!.

Thanks to Cuver Brewery, Don Mills & PizzaLeah

Overnight Stay in the Wild

Spend the night in a luxury safari tent at Safari West. Dinner at the Savannah
Café. And a tour adventure

Thanks to RCX, Inc.
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From the Desk of Jim Persons

Embracing Change in the Workplace

Change can be good or bad, depending on what the change is and, more
importantly, how you react to it. Change is a fact that is inevitable, and we
all need to deal with it as best we can. Individuals who adapt and em-
brace change are the ones who continue to thrive, whether that is at
home or in the workplace.

Click HERE to read more.

Workplace Violence Program
Implementation “Target Date” — July 1, 2024

Senate Bill 553 requires employers to create, implement and maintain a Workplace Violence Program by July 1,
2024. Employers must also train their entire workforce.

The Workplace Violence Program must include a reporting mechanism (how is the employee going to report
incidents), detailing who will be responsible for receiving complaints, and who will be responsible for identifying
and mitigating workplace hazards.

Jim Persons has developed a Workplace Violence Program and Active Shooter Guidelines that meet the require-
ments of this new regulation. He can also provide training resources for your employees.

Contact Jim if you are interested in getting his help on a Workplace Violence Program, COVID-19 related issues or
other health and safety programs.

email: jimpersons@safetypride.com or phone: 707-889-0881 or sign up for an upcoming class!

TRANS TECH CONSULTANTS

Civil Engineers and Geologists
License # 697833 (A-Haz)

Since 1987

Fire Debris Cleanup Management Services

County Application and Work Plan Preparation
Coordination of Asbestos Survey and Fire Debris Disposal
Air Monitoring, Erosion Control and Confirmation Sampling
Cleanup Certification Report by Civil Engineer

info@ TransTechConsultants.com
Office (707) 837-8408 or after hours (707) 478-2097


https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/embracing-change-in-the-workplace.pdf

We want to highlight a member each week in our MEMBER SPOTLIGHT. What we need
from you is a short paragraph on what is happening at your company. New employees, new logo, a
new move, exciting news, an update on your company or new equipment! What ever you want to
share about your company with our members.

Email mary@nceca.org with your spotlight information and send in photos if you have them!

ENGINEERING

EBA ENGINEERING - SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS FOR AN EVOLVING WORLD

EBA Engineering
825 Sonoma Ave.
Santa Rosa, CA 95404
707.544.0784
www.ebagroup.com

" b\

A Law Firm
Cabrera B UIL T
& Associates For Contractors

+ Contracts & Collections

Anthony A. Cabrera, P.E., P.L.S.
Project Consultant
tacabrera@yahoo.com / 707-321-9951

+ Business Formation & Licensing
+ Litigation & Disputes
; / + Mechanics Lien & Bond Claims
& + Employment & Workplace Safety

Have you got a project in mind? Fon /
Let Cabrera & Associates provide solutions =03 | o
Land Use Planning « ™
Real Estate Development =

And Governmental Relations Ses /\

I 'l". e

$)SmithDollar |"(707) 522-1100

www.cabreraassoc.com



mailto:tacabrera@yahoo.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8YRpifmfsQL4BAEB0gn8d7uvzMT4hArB_Blu6O_jsLayRSXpPpCuMDdDWTwTv6_hvasxqIM50H1rfUTinBbgtVnGmgWiVAytJg==&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbAsoRueDdoOLPivimEa_-1asb-7rxM283gdg==&ch=hPwhdZNVFirr
http://www.ebagroup.com

NEWS YOU CAN USE

$7 Million Grant for SMART Bike Path and Pedestrian Walkway-$7 million grant to pay for SMART Pathway
completion - The North Bay Business Journal

Engineering Firm expands to Lake County from Napa-Napa civil engineering firm RSA+ expands to Lake
County - The North Bay Business Journal

Sausalito Injects $1.3 Million for Ferry surface work improvements-Sausalito awards contract for ferry
plaza project - The North Bay Business Journal

Sorry for Homeowners but Good for Contractors-Russian River wastewater: Community meeting set re-
garding septic systems - The North Bay Business Journal

§505E)

VIDEQ, PHOTOGRAPHY DESIGN

S AN

S OUT'-ID\DEASN\ED\A.TV

701.321.6803



https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/news/smart-sonoma-county-bicycle-grant/?ref=mostsection
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/news/smart-sonoma-county-bicycle-grant/?ref=mostsection
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/article/rsa-engineering-construction-lakeport-expansion/
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/article/rsa-engineering-construction-lakeport-expansion/
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/article/sausalito-awards-contract-for-ferry-plaza-project/
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/article/sausalito-awards-contract-for-ferry-plaza-project/
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/news/monte-rio-villa-grande-septic-wastewater/
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/news/monte-rio-villa-grande-septic-wastewater/

WORKER’S COMPENSATION

Worker’s Compensation Endorsement By ECA- @

HELLO!!! HAVE YOU ASKED YOUR HUMAN RESOURCES PERSON TO CHECK OUT THE George Petersen Insurance Agency
WORKERS COMP PROGRAM ECA HAS ENDORSED? Everybody likes to save money,

don’t they? Doesn’t cost you a thing to consider this as an option!  Jeff Okrepkie at 707-360-4338.

Flyer

FIRE CLEAN UP LIST:

The Sonoma County Environmental Health Department, Transportation and Public Works, and James Gore’s office are utilizing
the ECA as a resource for debris testing, and debris cleanup for fire victims from the Kincade Fire. Please review the list that has
been provided to the fire victims and the County, of ECA Firms that are interested and listed in various categories as being help-
ful in the fire aftermath. This is another benefit for ECA members and if you want to be included on the list, and are not, please
contact mary@nceda.org. There is no charge for this. You can access the list by clicking HERE

EMERGENCY RESPONSE MAANUAL

The updated 2023-2024 Emergency Response Manual is now available online!
In the event of an emergency, we have put together this manual to help our community receive quick service from our members.

Thank you to our sponsors for helping to get this manual completed. It is sent to city and county agencies in case of an emergency
so they will know who to call for services, equipment and materials.

Click HERE for the manual.

Get Prepared Now! Here are some very useful tips from CalFire to get your own house/property “in shape” for fire
season. link

Pocket Guide for CALOSHA For Contractors: Click here for the pocket guide you all need!

Roadwork in Sonoma County - Check out the County website for road info here

Providing creative solutions for complex environmental issues.

THE
= Services:
G Rou P Phase | Environmental Site Assessment (ESA)

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS Soil, Groundwater, Soil Vapor and Indoor Air

(Formerly Edd Clark & Associates) Quality Investigations

Remediation Services
Hydrogeologic Assessments

The ECA Group is an integrity-driven group of environmental
Watershed Management

professionals. We put our clients first to help resolve their
environmental issues. We are geologists, environmental engineers Project and Construction Management
and scientists with the expertise to effectively manage complex Indoor Air Compliance
environmental sites. We have been providing Clients professional
service and problem-solving for over 30 years.

Contact: (800) 474-1448 ~ (707) 792-9500
505 San Marin Drive, Suite A200, Novato, CA 94945

info@eddclarkandassociates.com
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8Tr_iv2rWtzi93JuVS0664FnZEmBs6eMIiJeFGmtjwKJJ_Uo_-ougdsHakL0-xqxJ58zG7BRzyDwVvyHtQI5qg7rrA2gyZRfu0fulhIA5G2ySnmboaN26xFkKC0EL9qXUUPH0VFaLh4DChBcroeT-_E=&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbA
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8XHWpzJD1G3MwDGEDJ0FTqBHTzpRULsL_J6GDb2JVvLQ_geknYCD8QzSyFUGaahB0_mp921_poF3hsDfHMR48vvQ5k5piK1Fq1g9AcqezWXwqSZvlPUDuk12mqJu3l9nHA==&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbAsoRueDdoOLPivimEa_-1
https://nceca.org/brochure/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8XP2ZqLlVOZ9J141RmTceXmDfpFvNs29G3t_HHqIrktjRqn0ROGBh2c620oiO8Sv6Gpt5_QDEnm9cAF4LMfdLDp_sqLYS8JNRvM940wlZpTIBq9_cQcyhmCm6B7LsRM8BQ9o8lxA61H7-iDY5pusu23whBMMJKeZqJ0wgehUhQGZ&c=
mailto:mary@nceda.org
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/ECA-FIRE-RESOURCE-LIST-Sept-2023.pdf
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Hauling Material to create where you drive, live, work,

and play since 1980!

Serving the counties of Sonoma, Napa, Marin,
Solano, Contra Costa, Lake,
Mendocino and more.

New location:
369 Todd Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95407
707-838-8008

Quality ~ Service ~ Experience

Northern California Engineering Contractors Association

John Bly, Executive Vice President

email: john@nceca.org

Mary Kennedy Cabrera, Member Services Director

email: mary@nceca.org

Cheryl Long, Bookkeeper
email: cheryl@nceca.org

Postal Address: P.O. Box 8249 Santa Rosa, CA 95407 ~Phone: 707.546.5500


http://www.kadontrucking.com/
http://www.kadontrucking.com/
mailto:john@nceca.org
mailto:mary@nceca.org
mailto:cheryl@nceca.org

Come connect, collaborate, learn, and communicate with us in
Healdsburg this December!

The Co-Permittees of the Russian River Watershed are excited to announce that registration for our free Annu-
al Low Impact Development training is now open.

Title: 2024 Annual Low-Impact Development Training for the Russian River Watershed
Date: Thursday, December 5, 2024

Time: 8:00a.m. —12:00p.m. PST

Register Here: https://stormwaterlidtraining2024.bpt.me/

Intended for Private Design & Development Community and Public Agency Staff responsible for the design,
compliance, or review of LID measures. This year’s training will include case studies, discussions, and presenta-
tions including private industry civil engineers, municipal staff, and representatives from the North Coast Re-
gional Water Quality Control Board. Topics will include:

Stormwater Calculator: A Design Engineer’s Perspective
Final SWLID Submittals

FAQs

Design/Installation Challenges

Future of LID Manual and Calculator Updates

All participants are encouraged to attend in person; however, a virtual on-line option will be available (read
instructions carefully). Space is limited and an RSVP is required.

Northern California Engineering Contractors Association

The ECA, and its Board of Directors, has been the voice of the engineering construction industry for over 40
years.

The foundation of the ECA has been to address local needs and issues.

The purpose and goal of ECA and its staff are to provide services to the members that help them run their
businesses safely, efficiently, and in compliance with the many rules and regulations and mandates of govern-
ment.

The working committees are the heart and soul of the ECA. The committees are comprised of ECA members.
The committees promote events that enable the ECA to fund community projects that include:

Fathers Day “Show & Shine” Car Show, Public Officials Night, the Golf Tournament, and, the “Days of Wine &
Dozers” Auction Dinner.

If you would like to join a committee, please email mary@nceca.org ~ We would love to have you!
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