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Remember-this is an op-ed piece and | do not speak for the
ECA or any of its members in this “Soapbox”. These are just
my ramblings that hopefully you find thought provoking.

ECA Government Affairs Committee — A Year to Renew
Old relationships and Begin New Ones

The ECA Government Affairs Committee, chaired by Art Deicke of Environmental
Pollution Solutions, will meet tomorrow to discuss what to focus on in a non-
election year. The Committee Members will meet and discuss several ideas to fo-
cus on and whether we have the bandwidth to expand our influence.

For years, it has been a “want” of mine to expand the effective territory of the ECA
Government Action Committee. We do very little in Napa County, very little in
Marin County, and even less in Mendo and Lake County. The problem is
“bandwidth”. There is only so much we can expect from volunteers who are inter-
ested in those other areas, but who has the time and resources to foster relation-
ships and track issues like we do in Sonoma County?

The biggest reason the ECA is primarily in Sonoma County is because of the alliance
we have with several key organizations in Sonoma County that track and regularly
meet to discuss regulatory issues. Although we have tried over the years to extend
to Napa and Marin Counties in particular, there is no Sonoma County Business and
Ag Consortium or Sonoma County Alliance that regularly discusses upcoming politi-
cal issues in Napa and Marin Counties. In Sonoma County, the ECA also has close
ties with the Santa Rosa Metro Chamber, the North Coast Builders Exchange as well
as NORBAR and the Sonoma County Farm Bureau. Although we have a good rela-
tionship with the Marin Builders Exchange, we do not have close ties with the San
Rafael Chamber or any of the other real estate or farm associations that typically
have issues they are tracking and ask for collaborative involvement from the ECA
on.

So how do we expand to Napa and Marin Counties? If you have any thoughts on
this, please let me know. | know in the past we used to schedule meetings and
workshops in Marin to encourage participation and to get new members from Mar-
in and the greater Bay Area to consider joining the ECA. We have some long-
standing members in Marin, and | am hoping one or two of them will read this
Newsletter and have some ideas on how we might weigh in on Marin issues in a
more effective manner.

Continue on page 2
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In the meantime, the GAC will meet and discuss broadening our influence if
possible, as well as spending this off year bolstering some of our key elected
official relationships and we will reach out to new elected officials to meet
them and let them know what sort of ECA issues we are dealing with-the usual
public works funding, streamlining contract issues so we can move quicker to
get the shovels in the ground after the bid, and reasonable and competent
contract management from the owners so we are not waiting months to close
out contracts. Chairman Art has asked for and will present a list of possible
elected officials to meet with us once a month-sometimes we will meet with
two elected officials each month at our GAC meetings. | think this is a great
idea and it should enable us to know some of these electeds better should an
item come up on the Council or Supervisor meeting agenda that affects our
ECA membership. If you are interested in attending our GAC meetings be-
cause you want to meet one of these electeds, please send me or Art a note
and ask to be included on the agenda announcements so you can know when
“so and so” is meeting with the GAC.

In the meantime- may all your bids be $1 lower than everyone else’s!

That’s All Folks!
John

Cabrera
& Associates

Anthony A. Cabrera, P.E., P.L.S.
Project Consultant
tacabrera@yahoo.com / 707-321-9951
www.cabreraassoc.com

Have you got a project in mind?
Let Cabrera & Associates provide solutions
Land Use Planning
Real Estate Development
And Governmental Relations
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NEWS YOU CAN USE

1. What should Congress do about the Highway Trust Fund?
The House Highways and Transit Subcommittee is looking to address issues with the Highway
Trust Fund, which has been insolvent since 2008. In a recent hearing, Chairman David Rouzer, R
-N.C., emphasized the need for a new funding mechanism, as electric vehicles do not contrib-
ute to the fund. The subcommittee is considering options like a vehicle-miles-traveled tax and
tolls -- though these have raised privacy and fairness concerns. Full Story: Land Line Magazine

2. Sonoma County to Suspend Impact Fees on Affordable Housing Projects for 2 years to Spur
Development-Sonoma County supervisors move to waive impact fees for affordable housing
developers in bid to spur projects - The North Bay Business Journal

3. CRH Buys Dutra Quarry-Dutra sells Bay Area materials business to CRH - The North Bay Busi-
ness Journal

4. KOI Windsor Project Moving Ahead-Biden administration approves Koi casino project near
Windsor, paving way for Sonoma County’s 3rd tribal casino - The North Bay Business Journal

5. Only $110 Billion-what could go wrong with this plan?- Marin officials laud Bay Area sea-level
adaptation plan approval - The North Bay Business Journal

6. Yep-Another Indian Casino Project Moving Forward? - Vallejo tribal casino project gets federal
trust status - The North Bay Business Journal

?————
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ONE OF THE LAST
LOCALLY-OWNED, FAMILY-OWNED
QUARRIES IN SONOMA COUNTY

THE TRAPPE FAMILY
IS PROUD TO SERVE YOU.
(707) 887-2207

CANYONROCKINC.COM

Thank you to our Installation Sponsors!

Premier Sponsor

Roblar Quarry— Premier Sponsor

BoDean Company /Northgate Ready Mix/Dutra A CRH Company—Video Sponsor
Argonaut Constructors—President’s Reception Sponsor
Ghilotti Construction—Gold Sponsor
Moss Adams—Gold Sponsor
Peterson CAT—Gold Sponsor
Smith Dollar PC—Gold Sponsor
United Rentals—Awards Sponsor
Aaction Rents—Campagne Sponsor
Advanced Stormwater Protection—Dinner Wine Sponsor
Canyon Rock—Dessert & Coffee Bar
Engelke Construction, Inc.—Bar Sponsor
Exchange Bank—Dessert & Coffee Bar
Ghilotti Bros. Inc—Bar Sponsor
Heffernan Insurance—Centerpiece Sponsor
Herc Rentals Trench Solutions—Dinner Wine Sponsor
North Bay Petroleum—Bar Sponsor
RCX, Inc.—Port & Cigar Bar Sponsor
Stevenson Supply—Port & Cigar Bar
Bulk Exchange—Bronze Sponsor
Sound Ideas—Media Sponsor
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The Northern California Engineering Contractors Assoclation

cordially invites you to attend our

47th Annual Installation & Awards Dinner

Hyatt Regency
170 Railroad Square, Santa Rosa
Saturday, February 1, 2025
President’s Champagne Reception 5:30 pm
Dinner & Awards 6:30 pm
Coffee, Dessert, Port & Cigars 8:30 pm

Welcome incoming President:
Dan Giordani, Argonaut Constructors &

The 2025 ECA Board of Directors
We will be also honoring
Volunteers of the Year
Stephen Knuttel, The ECA Group
Contractor of the Year
Kevin Holtzinger, NorthWest General Engineering
Affiliate of the Year
Wendel Trappe, Canyon Rock
Ambassador Award
Mark Soiland, Soiland Company
The Hermsmeyer Hall of Fame Award
will be awarded to Troy Soiland, Northgate Ready Mix
Posthumous — Randy Parker, North Bay Petroleum

To Register for the Awards Dinner, click HERE
To Sponsor the Installation & Awards Dinner Click HERE!

If you would like to reserve a room for the night click the link below.
Hyatt Regency Sonoma Booking Link

Premier Sponsor


https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/InstallationInviteemail-25-1.pdf
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/sponsor-form-Installation-1.pdf
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/SONOM/G-ECA1

From the Desk of Jim Persons

Come-A-Longs and Chain Hoist Safety

Hand operated hoists have many applications in rigging work. Typical ap-
plications include hoisting pipe or plate into position for welding or
bolting, moving machinery, fence stretching and lifting engines or equip-
ment during repairs.

These devices are simple to operate but misuse can result in sudden fail-
ure, property damage, and serious injury.

Click HERE to read more.

Workplace Violence Program
Implemented —July 1, 2024

Senate Bill 553 requires employers to create, implement and maintain a Workplace Violence Program by July 1,
2024. Employers must also train their entire workforce.

The Workplace Violence Program must include a reporting mechanism (how is the employee going to report
incidents), detailing who will be responsible for receiving complaints, and who will be responsible for identifying
and mitigating workplace hazards.

Jim Persons has developed a Workplace Violence Program and Active Shooter Guidelines that meet the require-
ments of this new regulation. He can also provide training resources for your employees.

Contact Jim if you are interested in getting his help on a Workplace Violence Program, COVID-19 related issues or
other health and safety programs.

email: jimpersons@safetypride.com or phone: 707-889-0881 or sign up for an upcoming class!

TRANS TECH CONSULTANTS

Civil Engineers and Geologists
License # 697833 (A-Haz)

Since 1987

Fire Debris Cleanup Management Services

County Application and Work Plan Preparation
Coordination of Asbestos Survey and Fire Debris Disposal
Air Monitoring, Erosion Control and Confirmation Sampling
Cleanup Certification Report by Civil Engineer

info@ TransTechConsultants.com
Office (707) 837-8408 or after hours (707) 478-2097


https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Come-A-Longs-and-Chain-Hoist-Safety.pdf

CONTRACTOR SAFETY KICKOFF CONFERENCE 2025

Tuesday, January 28, 2025
3pm—5pm

1030 Apollo Way, Training Room Santa Rosa

Click HERE for flyer

Speakers:
Jim Persons Safety Consultant
Larry Richmond Jr. Mill Creek Safety, Certified OSHA Trainer
Who Should Attend: Project Management, Supervisors, Human Resources, & Safety Managers will
greatly benefit from attending the conference, others are highly encouraged to attend.

ENGINEERING

EBA ENGINEERING - SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS FOR AN EVOLVING WORLD

EBA Engineering
825 Sonoma Ave.
Santa Rosa, CA 95404
707.544.0784
www.ebagroup.com



https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/safety-kickoff-2025-1.pdf
http://www.ebagroup.com

ECA UPCOMING EVENTS

I need to remind folks that if you schedule your safety training and compliance seminars through the ECA,
you will not pay more and you will get exactly what you have been getting with the added benefit of
HELPING THE ECA! We get a consideration if you schedule training through us. Why on earth would you
not do that!?!? It costs you nothing but helps us!

The 2025 Employment Law Update is cancelled. We will reschedule at a later date.

Contractor Safety Kickoff Conference 2025 class by Jim Persons and Larry Richmond-Date January 28 3-
5pm, Place- North Coast Builders Exchange 1030 Apollo Way, Santa Rosa

We at the ECA are trying hard to bring you training and information, but we need you to send some
people to these classes. Please!

Save the Dates for 2025!

Contractor Safety Kickoff Conference by Jim Persons and Larry Richmond —Tuesday, January 28
Installation & Awards Dinner - Saturday, February 1 at Hyatt Regency
Public Officials Night - The Backdrop—Wednesday, April 23
Father's Day Car Show - Sunday, June 15 at Juilliard Park
ECA Golf Tournament - Friday, July11 at Windsor Golf Club
Wine & Dozers Auction—Saturday, November 1 at Graton Resort & Casino
ECA Annual General Membership Meeting—Date/Time/Place TBD

Providing creative solutions for complex environmental issues.

Services:

Phase | Environmental Site Assessment (ESA)
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS Soil, Groundwater, Soil Vapor and Indoor Air
Quality Investigations

(Formerly Edd Clark & Associates)
Remediation Services

Hydrogeologic Assessments
Watershed Management
Project and Construction Management

The ECA Group is an integrity-driven group of environmental
professionals. We put our clients first to help resolve their
environmental issues. We are geologists, environmental engineers

and scientists with the expertise to effectively manage complex Indoor Air Compliance
environmental sites. We have been providing Clients professional
service and problem-solving for over 30 years.

Contact: (800) 474-1448 ~ (707) 792-9500
505 San Marin Drive, Suite A200, Novato, CA 94945

info@eddclarkandassociates.com



https://nceca.org/event/contractor-safety-kickoff-conference-2025/

WORKER’S COMPENSATION

Worker’s Compensation Endorsement By ECA- @
HELLO!!! HAVE YOU ASKED YOUR HUMAN RESOURCES PERSON TO CHECK OUT THE
WORKERS COMP PROGRAM ECA HAS ENDORSED? Everybody likes to save money,
don’t they? Doesn’t cost you a thing to consider this as an option!  Jeff Okrepkie at 707-360-4338.
Flyer

George Petersen Insurance Agency

EMERGENCY RESPONSE MANUAL

In the event of an emergency, we have put together the Emergency Response Manual to help our community receive quick service
from our members. The manual is sent to city and county agencies in case of an emergency so they will know who to call for ser-
vices, equipment and materials.

Click HERE for the 2023-2024 manual.

It is time to update the Emergency Response Manual. Help us gather this important information so that
we can best serve our community in the case of an emergency.

Please fill out your contact information to the attached form, and email to mary@nceca.org.

If you have any questions, call Mary at 707.546.5500 or mary@nceca.org. Thanks!

Click HERE for the emergency contact form

Click HERE to sponsor in the Emergency Response Manual

Get Prepared Now! Here are some very useful tips from CalFire to get your own house/property “in shape” for fire
season. link

Pocket Guide for CALOSHA For Contractors: Click here for the pocket guide you all need!
Roadwork in Sonoma County - Check out the County website for road info here
| NN

A Law Firm
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8QToMmzBSGAgtV35cOZbFKjio2vS-ihU0I5652zy6gF6vl7Xcz29VO7vQjfprCzCzh7781WcaOCb4hGF_b0RYqEXl7EuynYtQefIWTPC2xjo&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbAsoRueDdoOLPivimEa_-1asb-7rxM283gdg==&ch=hPwh
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8Tr_iv2rWtzi93JuVS0664FnZEmBs6eMIiJeFGmtjwKJJ_Uo_-ougdsHakL0-xqxJ58zG7BRzyDwVvyHtQI5qg7rrA2gyZRfu0fulhIA5G2ySnmboaN26xFkKC0EL9qXUUPH0VFaLh4DChBcroeT-_E=&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbA
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8XHWpzJD1G3MwDGEDJ0FTqBHTzpRULsL_J6GDb2JVvLQ_geknYCD8QzSyFUGaahB0_mp921_poF3hsDfHMR48vvQ5k5piK1Fq1g9AcqezWXwqSZvlPUDuk12mqJu3l9nHA==&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbAsoRueDdoOLPivimEa_-1
https://nceca.org/brochure/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8XP2ZqLlVOZ9J141RmTceXmDfpFvNs29G3t_HHqIrktjRqn0ROGBh2c620oiO8Sv6Gpt5_QDEnm9cAF4LMfdLDp_sqLYS8JNRvM940wlZpTIBq9_cQcyhmCm6B7LsRM8BQ9o8lxA61H7-iDY5pusu23whBMMJKeZqJ0wgehUhQGZ&c=
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/ER-Info-Flyer.pdf
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/ER-ad.pdf
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Family owned and operated
in Sonoma County for over 60 years!

sTONY POINT

ROCK QUARRY
707-795-1775 + STONYPOINTROCKQUARRY.COM

SOILS PLUS

sO1l S &8 ACGCRECA TEs

707-996-3400 + SOILS-PLUS.COM
RABNGROwW
G sOlIL PROD 59
707-575-7275 + GRABNGROWSOIL.COM

Northern California Engineering Contractors Association

John Bly, Executive Director

email: john@nceca.org

Mary Kennedy Cabrera, Member Services Director

email: mary@nceca.org

Cheryl Long, Bookkeeper
email: cheryl@nceca.org

Postal Address: P.O. Box 8249 Santa Rosa, CA 95407 ~Phone: 707.546.5500


mailto:john@nceca.org
mailto:mary@nceca.org
mailto:cheryl@nceca.org
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Save the Dates for 2025!

Contractor Safety Kickoff Conference by Jim Persons and Larry Richmond—Tuesday, January 28
Installation & Awards Dinner - Saturday, February 1 at Hyatt Regency
Public Officials Night - The Backdrop—Wednesday, April 23
Father's Day Car Show - Sunday, June 15 at Juilliard Park
ECA Golf Tournament - Friday, July1l1 at Windsor Golf Club
Wine & Dozers Auction—Saturday, November 1 at Graton Resort & Casino
ECA Annual General Membership Meeting—Date/Time/Place TBD

We want to highlight a member each week in our MEMBER SPOTLIGHT. What we need fro
you is a short paragraph on what is happening at your company. New employees, new logo, a new
move, exciting news, an update on your company or new equipment! What ever you want to share
about your company with our members.

Email mary@nceca.org with your spotlight information and send in photos if you have them!

COMMITTEE NEWS

A
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ECA Executive Committee Recurring Meeting (Dan Giordani President, Kimber Lenning Carpen-
ter Vice-President, Matt Storm Treasurer, Casey Wood Secretary, Mike Gulley Past President)-
Every 4" Tuesday of the month from 11:00am-12:00pm from January through October, Place
NCBE small conference room 1030 Apollo Way, Santa Rosa, CA 1° meeting January 28, 2025
from 11:00am to 12:00pm

ECA Board of Directors Recurring Meeting — Every 4™ Tuesday of the month from 12:00pm -
1:30pm from January through October, Place — NCBE Main Board Room 1030 Apollo Way, Santa
Rosa, CA

ECA Government Affairs Committee Recurring Meeting-Every 4™ Tuesday of the month from
2:00pm — 3:00pm from January through October, Place -NCBE small conference room 1030
Apollo Way, Santa Rosa, CA 1** Meeting 1-28-25 From 2:00pm to 3:00pm- (Chair Art Deicke,
Members Ross Liscum, Brian Ling, Keith Woods, Joanne Webster, Dale Mahoney, Mark Soiland)
ECA Specification Meeting Recurring Meeting Every 4™ Wednesday of the month from Febru-
ary through October from 3:00pm to 4:30pm, Place NCBE Main Board Room, 1030 Apollo Way,
Santa Rosa, CA (Chairs Dale Smith/Casey Wood, Antonio Mencarini, Geoff Coleman, Jason Nutt,
(and invited guests linked to topics)

ECA Car Show Committee Meeting TBD

ECA Golf Committee Meeting February 19 at 10 am

ECA Auction Committee Meeting — February 19 from noon -1 pm

ECA Community Relations Committee Meeting - TBD




