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Remember-this is an op-ed piece and I do not speak for the ECA or any of its mem-
bers in this “Soapbox”.  These are just my ramblings that hopefully you find 
thought provoking. 
 

In This Edition: 

A. Soapbox-upcoming workshop on when prevailing wage is required and how to 

protect yourselves. 

B.  ECA Events: Auction night Nov 1 at Graton Event Center still upcoming as well 

as the ECA Annual General Membership Meeting 11/18/25 from 12-2pm Sallie 

Tomato’s in Rohnert Park 

C. Upcoming Committee Meetings   ECA Government Affairs Meeting on Tuesday 

September 23, from 3-5pm,  ECA Executive Meeting on Tuesday September 23 

from 10:30-12:00 noon, ECA Board meeting on Tuesday Sept 23 from 12-

1:30pm, ECA Nominating Committee Meeting will be held at the 

Exec meeting on Tuesday Sept 23 from 10:30am  to 12 noon 

Just the Facts, Please 

 
 

I have heard that there has been a claim by the DIR for a local contractor to pay  

prevailing wages on a private project that has some work on a public right of way.  

Although I do not have any of the facts, this is an important issue that I have  

decided to address with a workshop this winter.   

 

I do not understand how the DIR can make a determination that prevailing wages 

are required when there is no public funding involved.  Work on a public right of 

way to do privately funded improvements does not constitute a requirement for 

paying prevailing wages in my experience.  I am not attorney so I have reached out 

to an expert in this field and will have more news soon.   

 

I want to be able to share “just the facts” with you all so you can apply the correct 

wages to your bids on private work in the near future.   

 

I am travelling today, so the Soapbox is abbreviated.   

 

That’s All Folks! 

John 

September 22, 2025 
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2025 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

  President 
DAN GIORDANI 

Argonaut Constructors 
 

 Vice President 
KIMBER CARPENTER LENNING 

Kadon Trucking 
 

Treasurer 
MATT STORM 

Granite Construction 

 
Secretary 

 CASEY WOOD 
Ghilotti Bros. Inc 

 

Past President 

MIKE GULLEY 

NorthWest General Engineering 
 

  

CONTRACTORS 

ANTONIO MENCARINI 
Ghilotti Construction Co 

 
KRISTI PRUETT 

RCX, Inc 

 
MIKE WOLFF 

Wolff Contracting 

 
 

AFFILIATES 
RAMSAY BROWN 

Exchange Bank 
 

JAKE BEHRENS 
Aaction Rents 

 
JEREMIAH COOK 

Cresco Equipment Rentals 
 

CORINNA FERNANDEZ 
PACE Supply 

 
TRISHA MCCOMAS 

Moss Adams LLP 
 

RYAN MCKNIGHT 
InterWest Insurance 

 
KEVIN NOONAN 
Toby’s Trucking 

 
JOHN REID 

CRH 
  

GLENN SMITH 
Smith Dollar PC 

 
BRENDAN SNYDER 

George Petersen Insurance 
 

MARK SOILAND 
Soiland Company 

 

WALT TURNER 

North Bay Petroleum 
 

BILL WIGGINS 

Trans Tech Consultants 
 

JASON NUTT / DAN HENNESSEY 
City of Santa Rosa 

 
Executive Director 

 John Bly 

Member Services Director 

 Mary Kennedy Cabrera 

Wine & Dozer Live Auction Preview 

The Ultimate Experience for Four 49er Fans! 
VIP parking ~ early admission to the stadium and access to 
the United Club. The United Club features centrally located 
action cooking stations, as well as a focal point full-service 
bar. All You Can Eat and Free to the United Ticket Hold-
er.  Seats on the 40-yard line in the exclusive Club Level  
Section 139, Row 20. 
 
Donated by: Ghilotti Construction 

Giants Hospitality Suite  
Bring the whole gang to enjoy watching your favorite 
team in Granite Construction’s Giants Hospitality 
Suite! This is good for 12 suite tickets and one parking 
pass. 
 
Donated by: Granite Construction 

The Dubs are in the House 
Don’t miss out on getting Two tickets to a Warriors 
2024-2025 game. Courtside Club Seats. 
 
Donated by: Ghilotti Bros. Inc. 

VIP Tasting & Brewery tour for 10 

Enjoy a VIP Tasting & Brewery tour for 10 guests at 
Cuver Brewery in Windsor while you enjoy 
PizzaLeah’s Pizza!. Their staple beers are the award-
winning Pepperwood (Session Saison), Dobbel 
(Belgian Dark Abbey Ale), Tripel (Belgian Golden  
Abbey Ale), Bell Road (Bohemian Pilsner) and award-
winning Hoppy Don (Belgian IPA) 
 
Donated by: Cuver, Don Mills & Pizzaleah 

Let the 2025 Board Replenish Your Spirits 

 
Your 2025 ECA Board of Directors has started a new collection 
to your home bar. Get ready to enjoy some of the best bourbon, 
scotch or whiskey selections around!   
 
Donated by the 2025 Board of Directors 

https://www.ghilotti.com/
https://www.graniteconstruction.com/
https://www.gbi1914.com/
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A. ECA Executive Committee Recurring Meeting (Dan Giordani President, Kimber Lenning Carpenter 

Vice-President, Matt Storm Treasurer, Casey Wood Secretary, Mike Gulley Past President)-Every 

4th Tuesday of the month from 11:00am-12:00pm from January through October, Place NCBE 

small conference room 1030 Apollo Way, Santa Rosa, CA - next meeting Tuesday September 23, 

2025 from 11:00am to 12:00pm and the Nominating Committee will be meeting at this time  

September 23 as well    

B. ECA Board of Directors Recurring Meeting – Every 4th Tuesday of the month from 12:00pm -

1:30pm from January through October, Place – NCBE Main Board Room 1030 Apollo Way, Santa 

Rosa, CA – next meeting Tuesday September 23, 2025, from 12:00pm to 1:30pm Kevin Ghilotti to 

make a presentation on the Sonoma County Honor Field Sponsorship opportunities, and Keith 

Woods to speak on membership drive 

C. ECA Government Affairs Committee Recurring Meeting-Every 4th Tuesday of the month from 

1:30pm – 3:00pm from January through October, Place -NCBE small conference room 1030  

Apollo Way, Santa Rosa, CA –next Meeting Tuesday, September 23, 2025 from  3:00pm-5:00 pm- 

(Chair John Bly, Members Ross Liscum, Keith Woods, Joanne Webster, Dale Mahoney, Mark 

Soiland, Mike Wolff, John Reid, and Aimi Dutra)-invited guests will be James Gore and Damon 

Connolly and this will be a joint meeting with the NCBE GAC  and SCAPAC to interview Gore and 

Connolly who are running for McGuire’s State Senate seat! 

D. ECA Specification Committee Meeting-Recurring Meeting Every 4th Wednesday of the month 

from February through October from 3:00pm to 4:30pm, Place-NCBE Main Board Room, 1030 

Apollo Way, Santa Rosa, CA – we had to cancel the September meeting due to Tennis Wick  

cancelling.  Next meeting will be Wednesday, October 29, from 3-4:30pm.  Our guests will be 

Scott Orr (Tennis Wick replacement at Sonoma County PRMD). And Nathan Quarles from Sonoma 

County PRMD along with the new inspector for the County of Sonoma.   

E.  ECA Nominating Committee will meet Tuesday, September 23 from 10:30 am to 12:00 pm at 

NCBE small conference room.  Chair Mike Gulley, Kimber Lenning, Matt Storm, Casey Wood, 

Mark Soiland and Dan Giordani are the committee members.  We will be discussing 2025 Award 

Nominees, 2026 Board of Directors, and 2026 Officer Candidates 

F. ECA 50 Year Anniversary Committee (Keith Woods, Mark Soiland, Antonio Mencarini, Casey 

Wood) will meet Tuesday, September 23, from 11:50-12:00pm to discuss new Logo and other 

ideas for our 50th year anniversary! 

Committee News 
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Invitation click HERE! 

Wine & Dozers Auction-click HERE for the sponsorship flyer!  

ECA's Wine & Dozer Annual Dinner & Auction 

The ECA Wine & Dozers Auction Committee is hard at work gather-

ing gift certificates, wine, auction items for the upcoming Wine & 

Dozers auction on Saturday, November 1st at the Graton Casino! 

 

The theme this year is Masquerade! 

 

We are now accepting Sponsors for ECA's biggest event of the year! 

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/invitationemail-25-1.pdf
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/sponsor-form-auction-2025.pdf
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ECA Safety & Education Training 

Confined Space 
September 26  @ 9 am—noon 
 
This course covers proper procedures for making entry into Permit Required Confined 
Spaces. Participants are prepared to operate in the capacity of Entrant, Attendant or 
Entry Supervisor during confined space operations. Participants are familiarized with 
CFR 1910.146 and how to properly employ the permit program. This course is a combi-
nation of classroom instruction and practical application in actual permit spaces utiliz-
ing the appropriate Personal Protective Equipment, meters and ventilation. This course 
is required by OSHA before an employee can enter a Permit Required Confined Space. 
Certification of completion is provided.  

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/ConfinedSpaceFlyer-sept-26.pdf
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From the Desk of Jim Persons 

 
Four Focus Items for Work Area Inspections 

Work area inspections are important basic safe work practice that should be 
done before beginning a task. In the construction industry, there are many 
work areas that remain the same day in and day out. On the other hand, there 
are areas that we work in that are constantly changing.  

 

To read more 

Auction-click HERE for donation handout to your suppliers/vendors and for the event flyer and registra-
tion /sponsorship information.   Click HERE to sponsor! 

 

We are seeking a sponsor for our Annual General Membership Meeting on 11-18-25.   
The program will be several different agencies presenting their upcoming project projections so our ECA 
members can get an idea of what is “in the pipeline” for projects coming out in 2026 both public works 
and private projects. 
 
Thank you to PACE Supply for stepping up and sponsoring! 

 

The AGM will also be where we announce the ECA Award winners and new Board and Officers for 2026.     
Finally, this AGM should be a very important meeting as it will be a chance for membership to say good-
bye to Mary as she will retire in December 2025.  The ECA will also be saying goodbye to Cheryl Long 
who has been our bookkeeper for many years, and she is retiring in December as well.  A small portion 
of the AGM will be informing membership what our staffing changes will be to accommodate the two 
key retirements.  The flyer will be sent to most of the public works directors and capitol improvement 
directors in Sonoma, Napa, and Marin Counties as well as all of our government elected friends and of 
course, all of the ECA membership.  We want to make certain we have a great turnout for this, so your 
sponsorship will be seen by a lot of influential people in and around the industry! 

ECA Events 

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/four-focus-items.pdf
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/auction-donation-letter.pdf
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/sponsor-form-auction-2025.pdf


9  

 

ECA Member Spotlight

We want to highlight a member each week in our  

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT.  
 

What we need from you is a short paragraph on what is happening at your company. New em-

ployees, new logo, a new move, exciting news, an update on your company or new equipment!  

What ever you want to share about your company with our members.  

   

Email mary@nceca.org with your spotlight information and send in photos if  

you have them! 

News you can use 
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A. Resilient 37 Policy Committee Meetings (open to the public) – Next meeting March 6, 9:30-11:30 

am-link State Route 37 Policy Committee - Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

 

B. Metropolitan Tranportation Commission website-link Meetings & Events | Metropolitan Transpor-

tation Commission 

 

C. Sonoma County Transportation Authority-link Sonoma County Transportation Authority | SCTA 

 

D. Transportation Authority of Marin Website-link Transportation Authority of Marin 

 

E. Marin Builders Exchange website-link Home - Marin Builders Association, CA 

 

F. North Coast Builders Exchange website-link North Coast Builders Exchange – NCBE Online 

Useful Links to Support Your Business 

https://scta.ca.gov/event/state-route-37-policy-committee-17/
https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events
https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events
https://scta.ca.gov/
https://www.tam.ca.gov/
https://www.marinbuilders.com/
https://ncbeonline.com/
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Emergency Response Manual ~ 2025—2026 

Get Prepared Now! Here are some very useful tips from CalFire to get your own house/property “in shape” for 
fire season. link   

 

Pocket Guide for CALOSHA For Contractors: Click here for the pocket guide you all need!  

 

In the event of an emergency, we have put together the Emergency Response Manual to help our community receive quick 
service from our members. The manual is sent to city and county agencies in case of an emergency so they will know who to 
call for services, equipment and  materials. 
 

Click HERE for the 2025-2026 manual.  

Worker’s Compensation Endorsement By ECA- 
HELLO!!! HAVE YOU ASKED YOUR HUMAN RESOURCES PERSON TO CHECK OUT THE 
WORKERS COMP PROGRAM ECA HAS ENDORSED? Everybody likes to save money, 
don’t they? Doesn’t cost you a thing to consider this as an option!      Jeff Okrepkie at 707-360-4338.  
Flyer 

Worker’s Compensation  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8QToMmzBSGAgtV35cOZbFKjio2vS-ihU0I5652zy6gF6vl7Xcz29VO7vQjfprCzCzh7781WcaOCb4hGF_b0RYqEXl7EuynYtQefIWTPC2xjo&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbAsoRueDdoOLPivimEa_-1asb-7rxM283gdg==&ch=hPwh
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8Tr_iv2rWtzi93JuVS0664FnZEmBs6eMIiJeFGmtjwKJJ_Uo_-ougdsHakL0-xqxJ58zG7BRzyDwVvyHtQI5qg7rrA2gyZRfu0fulhIA5G2ySnmboaN26xFkKC0EL9qXUUPH0VFaLh4DChBcroeT-_E=&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbA
https://nceca.org/brochure/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8XP2ZqLlVOZ9J141RmTceXmDfpFvNs29G3t_HHqIrktjRqn0ROGBh2c620oiO8Sv6Gpt5_QDEnm9cAF4LMfdLDp_sqLYS8JNRvM940wlZpTIBq9_cQcyhmCm6B7LsRM8BQ9o8lxA61H7-iDY5pusu23whBMMJKeZqJ0wgehUhQGZ&c=
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Corporate Member Sponsors 

Business Member Sponsors 
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EBA ENGINEERING - SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS FOR AN EVOLVING WORLD 

 

EBA Engineering 
825 Sonoma Ave. 

Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
707.544.0784 

www.ebagroup.com 

NORTH BAY CONSTRUCTION CORPS 
Training The Next Generation of Construction Workers 

 

The North Bay Construction Corps (NBCC) is an after-school, 3-month basic 
construction training program for seniors in their last semester of high school.  Classes are taught by local 
contractors and construction managers.  Participants are introduced to a variety of trades and earn  
certifications in  Personal Protective Equipment and CPR/First Aid. 
 
Each meeting is led by a contractor or tradesperson who presents information about his/her particular 
trade and then leads students through a hands-on skill-building activity. There is a strong focus on safety 
awareness at each meeting. 
 
2025 NBCC Schedule: Click HERE 
 
For additional information, contact: NBCC Sonoma: Mackenzie Smith 
(707) 542-9502 / mackenzie@ncbeonline.com 

Save the Dates for 2025! 

 

Wine & Dozers Auction—Saturday, November 1 at Graton Resort & Casino 
ECA Annual General Membership Meeting—November 18th, Sallie Tomato’s 

http://www.ebagroup.com
https://ncbeonline.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-NBCC-Schedule.pdf
tel:(707)%20542-9502
https://ncbeonline.com/nbcc/mackenzie@ncbeonline.com
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Northern California Engineering Contractors Association 

The ECA, and its Board of Directors, has been the voice of the engineering construction industry for 
almost 50 years. 
 
The foundation of the ECA has been to address local needs and issues. 
 
The purpose and goal of ECA and its staff are to provide services to the members that help them  
run their businesses safely, efficiently, and in compliance with the many rules and regulations and 
mandates of government. 
 
The working committees are the heart and soul of the ECA. The committees are comprised of ECA 
members. 
 
The committees promote events that enable the ECA to fund community projects that include: 
Fathers Day “Show & Shine” Car Show, Public Officials Night, the Golf Tournament, and, the “Days 
of Wine & Dozers” Auction Dinner. 
 

Northern California Engineering Contractors Association 

John Bly, Executive Director 
email: john@nceca.org 
 
Mary Kennedy Cabrera, Member Services Director 
email: mary@nceca.org 
 
Cheryl Long, Bookkeeper 
email: cheryl@nceca.org 
 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 8249 Santa Rosa, CA 95407 ~Phone: 707.546.5500  

Cabrera  

& Associates  

 

Anthony A. Cabrera, P.E., P.L.S. 
Project Consultant 

tacabrera@yahoo.com / 707-321-9951 

www.cabreraassoc.com 
 

Have you got a project in mind? 

Let Cabrera & Associates provide solutions 

Land Use Planning 

Real Estate Development 
And Governmental Relations  

mailto:john@nceca.org
mailto:mary@nceca.org
mailto:cheryl@nceca.org
mailto:tacabrera@yahoo.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8YRpifmfsQL4BAEB0gn8d7uvzMT4hArB_Blu6O_jsLayRSXpPpCuMDdDWTwTv6_hvasxqIM50H1rfUTinBbgtVnGmgWiVAytJg==&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbAsoRueDdoOLPivimEa_-1asb-7rxM283gdg==&ch=hPwhdZNVFirr

