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Remember-this is an op-ed piece and I do not speak for the ECA or any of its mem-
bers in this “Soapbox”.  These are just my ramblings that hopefully you find 
thought provoking. 
 

In This Edition: 

A. Soapbox-Windsor Koi casino dead? 

B. ECA Events: Auction night Nov 1 at Graton Event Center still upcoming as well 

as the ECA Annual General Membership Meeting 11/18/25 from 12-2pm Sallie 

Tomato’s in Rohnert Park 

C. Upcoming Committee Meetings   ECA Government Affairs Committee meeting 

September 23 @ 3-5pm,  Sept 23 ECA Executive Meeting @11: -12:00 noon, 

ECA Board meeting Sept 23 from 12-1:30pm, ECA Spec Meeting Sept 24-25 

from 3-4:30 pm, ECA Nominating Committee Meeting will be held at the Exec 

meeting on Sept 23 from 11:15 to 12 noon 

D. News:   Hwy 101 celebration!, 5% Retention in effect now! 

 Are We Done Yet? 
 

It seems we have been hearing, attending meetings, and reading 

progress reports of the proposed KOI Casino/Hotel in Windsor for 

many years.  I thought the project would suffer from tremendous 

outrage and “pushback” from local residents along Shiloh Road and other nearby 

neighborhoods.  There was a public outcry.  But the real power came from the  

Graton Tribe and Greg Sarris.   

 

Judge halts Koi casino project near Windsor, faulting feds’ approval 
and that is welcome news for all ECA members.   
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“Extend a hand whether or 

not you know it shall be 

grasped." -  

Ryunosuke Satoro 
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 The Koi Nation, one of California’s federally recognized Native American tribes 
unveiled plans to build a $600 million casino resort, Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2021, 
on 68 acres of vineyards at East Shiloh Rd. right and old Redwood Highway, top, 
including the structure, left to the open grass oak woodland, middle left. 
 
The Shiloh Resort & Casino remains an elusive dream for the Koi Nation of Northern 
California. 

More than seven months ago, the Biden administration agreed to take 68 acres into 
trust for the small band of Pomo Indians, with the express intent of developing a 
major casino just outside Windsor town limits. On Tuesday, a federal judge reset the 
process, vacating the Department of the Interior’s January decision and handing a 
major legal victory to the Koi’s influential court opponent and business rival – the 
Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria. 
The judge, Rita Lin of the U.S. District Court’s Northern District of California, blis-
tered the government’s handling of the Koi’s gaming approval process, ruling that 
Graton Rancheria, whose ancestral homeland spans Sonoma County, was not ade-
quately consulted. 

“DOI railroaded the (Graton) tribe at every turn,” she wrote of the Biden administra-
tion. “Although there is no requirement that the agency respond to every comment 
from FIGR, or that it change its position to conform to the preferences of the tribe, 
the record here supports the inference that the agency had already made up its 
mind prior to receiving FIGR’s input.” 

Greg Sarris, the Graton Rancheria chairman, in a prepared statement called Lin’s 
ruling “a monumental step toward securing justice after the Biden Interior Depart-
ment’s rushed, illegal rubber stamp of the Koi Nation’s proposed casino project on 
our ancestral tribal lands.” 

“This final decision is not just a victory for Southern Pomo tribes and Sonoma Coun-
ty communities,” Sarris said. “It is a landmark legal victory that all tribes with treas-
ured historical and cultural assets should celebrate. We look forward to working 
with Interior to repair the damage done to tribes in Sonoma County and beyond.” 

Sarris’ mention of a “final decision” may be premature, as the Koi leadership vowed 
to continue the fight in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. 

“In our view, the government’s decision to place our land in trust was thorough, 
meticulous, and lawful in all respects and the record includes volumes of technical, 
scientific, and historical data supporting its decision,” the tribe said in its own state-
ment. “The Koi Nation is a recognized leader in the protection of sacred and cultural 
resources and an acknowledged steward of those resources. 

“In the end we expect justice to prevail.” 

Lin’s decision is the latest twist in a yearslong legal tussle between Graton Ranche-
ria, which owns the largest casino in the Bay Area, near Rohnert Park, and the Koi 
Nation, a small Pomo band with ancestral roots in what is now Lake County but 
whose members live in Sonoma County. 
They seek to join the ranks of tribes with gaming facilities within the county – there 
are two so far – with a competing casino just a 20-minute drive up Hwy. 101 from 
Graton Resort and Casino. 

Continue on page 4 

https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2024/10/18/the-major-player-graton-rancheria-is-largest-tribal-donor-in-us-elections-and-among-biggest-in-california-2/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2024/10/18/the-major-player-graton-rancheria-is-largest-tribal-donor-in-us-elections-and-among-biggest-in-california-2/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2021/09/15/who-are-the-koi-people-of-sonoma-county-a-brief-history-of-their-culture/
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A. ECA Executive Committee Recurring Meeting (Dan Giordani President, Kimber Lenning Carpenter Vice-

President, Matt Storm Treasurer, Casey Wood Secretary, Mike Gulley Past President)-Every 4th Tuesday of 

the month from 11:00am-12:00pm from January through October, Place NCBE small conference room 1030 

Apollo Way, Santa Rosa, CA - next meeting Tuesday September 23, 2025 from 11:00am to 12:00pm and the 

Nominating Committee will be meeting at this time September 23 as well    

B. ECA Board of Directors Recurring Meeting – Every 4th Tuesday of the month from 12:00pm -1:30pm from 

January through October, Place – NCBE Main Board Room 1030 Apollo Way, Santa Rosa, CA – next meeting 

Tuesday September 23, 2025, from 12:00pm to 1:30pm Keith Woods to speak on membership drive.   

C. ECA Government Affairs Committee Recurring Meeting-Every 4th Tuesday of the month from 1:30pm – 

3:00pm from January through October, Place -NCBE small conference room 1030 Apollo Way, Santa Rosa, 

CA –next Meeting Tuesday, September 23, 2025 from  3:00pm-5:00 pm- (Chair John Bly, Members Ross 

Liscum, Keith Woods, Joanne Webster, Dale Mahoney, Mark Soiland, Mike Wolff, John Reid, and Aimi Dutra)

-invited guests will be James Gore and Damon Connolly and this will be a joint meeting with the NCBE GAC 

to interview Gore and Connolly who are running for McGuire’s State Senate seat! 

D. ECA Specification Committee Meeting-Recurring Meeting Every 4th Wednesday of the month from February 

through October from 3:00pm to 4:30pm, Place-NCBE Main Board Room, 1030 Apollo Way, Santa Rosa, CA – 

next meeting  Wednesday September 24, from 3:00pm to 4:30pm (Chairs Dale Smith/Casey Wood, Antonio 

Mencarini, John Reid, Geoff Coleman, Jason Nutt.  Special guest for 9-24-25 will be the retiring head of Sono-

ma County PRMD Tennis Wick!  Sonoma County planning and permitting director Tennis Wick announces 

retirement - The North Bay Business Journal 

E.  ECA Nominating Committee will meet Tuesday, September 23 from 11:00 am to 11:30 am at NCBE small 

conference room.  Chair Mike Gulley, Kimber Lenning, Matt Storm, Casey Wood, Mark Soiland and Dan 

Giordani are the committee members.  We will be discussing 2025 Award Nominees, 2026 Board of Direc-

tors, and 2026 Officer Candidates 

F. ECA 50 Year Anniversary Committee (Keith Woods, Mark Soiland, Antonio Mencarini, Casey Wood) will 

meet Tuesday, September 23, from 11:30-11:35am to discuss new Logo and other ideas for our 50th year 

anniversary! 

Committee News 

Graton had secured a temporary restraining order against Biden’s interior secretary, Deb Haaland, last December, 
preventing her department from taking the Shiloh parcel into trust for the Koi. But the court denied Graton’s pre-
liminary injunction three weeks later, largely on the government’s assurance that there was still adequate time for 
input, and that the project wouldn’t break ground until the beginning of 2026 at the earliest. 

Just one business day later, on Haaland’s final day as head of the Interior Department, she issued a decision letter 
granting gaming rights to the Koi in Shiloh. That triggered a lawsuit by Graton Rancheria against Haaland’s succes-
sor, Doug Burgum, and the Interior Department under President Donald Trump in his second term. 

The court jousting continued from there. The Koi filed to stay further proceedings in the case, Graton filed for a 
summary judgment that would halt the casino approval and Burgum’s office filed a cross-motion for summary judg-
ment in its favor. Lin’s recent order was meant to settle all of those petitions. 

My opinion on this turn of events? 

Good for the neighbors 
Good for Graton Rancheria 
Not so good for contractors 

That’s All Folks! 

John 

https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/news/permit-sonoma-county-planning-tennis-wick/
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/article/news/permit-sonoma-county-planning-tennis-wick/
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Wine & Dozers Auction-click HERE for the sponsorship flyer!  

ECA's Wine & Dozer Annual Dinner & Auction 

The ECA Wine & Dozers Auction Committee is hard at work gather-

ing gift certificates, wine, auction items for the upcoming Wine & 

Dozers auction on Saturday, November 1st at the Graton Casino! 

 

The theme this year is Masquerade! 

 

We are now accepting Sponsors for ECA's biggest event of the year! 

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/sponsor-form-auction-2025.pdf
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ECA Safety & Education Training 

Confined Space 
September 26  @ 9 am—noon 
 
This course covers proper procedures for making entry into Permit Required Confined 
Spaces. Participants are prepared to operate in the capacity of Entrant, Attendant or 
Entry Supervisor during confined space operations. Participants are familiarized with 
CFR 1910.146 and how to properly employ the permit program. This course is a combi-
nation of classroom instruction and practical application in actual permit spaces utiliz-
ing the appropriate Personal Protective Equipment, meters and ventilation. This course 
is required by OSHA before an employee can enter a Permit Required Confined Space. 
Certification of completion is provided.  

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/ConfinedSpaceFlyer-sept-26.pdf
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From the Desk of Jim Persons 

 
Hand Tool Inspections  

There are many injuries while using hand tools on the job. Many of these inju-
ries occur from improper use, but there are also injuries that involve a tool 
that was broken or in need of repair. What tool is being used will decide what 
needs to be inspected on it. In this safety talk, we will discuss basic handheld 
tools that are not electric or pneumatic.  

To read more.  

Auction-click HERE for donation handout to your suppliers/vendors and for the event flyer and registra-
tion /sponsorship information.   Click HERE to sponsor! 

 

We are seeking a sponsor for our Annual General Membership Meeting on 11-18-25.   
The program will be several different agencies presenting their upcoming project projections so our ECA 
members can get an idea of what is “in the pipeline” for projects coming out in 2026 both public works 
and private projects. 
 
Thank you to PACE Supply for stepping up and sponsoring! 

 

The AGM will also be where we announce the ECA Award winners and new Board and Officers for 2026.     
Finally, this AGM should be a very important meeting as it will be a chance for membership to say good-
bye to Mary as she will retire in December 2025.  The ECA will also be saying goodbye to Cheryl Long 
who has been our bookkeeper for many years, and she is retiring in December as well.  A small portion 
of the AGM will be informing membership what our staffing changes will be to accommodate the two 
key retirements.  Please let’s send Mary and Cheryl off to retirement in style and get a nice big premiere 
sponsorship to end the year!!  We will begin crafting the flyer for this AGM soon, and we want to incor-
porate the premiere sponsor for the event onto the flyer, so we get maximum “bang for the buck”.  The 
flyer will be sent to most of the public works directors and capitol improvement directors in Sonoma, 
Napa, and Marin Counties as well as all of our government elected friends and of course, all of the ECA 
membership.  We want to make certain we have a great turnout for this, so your sponsorship will be 
seen by a lot of influential people in and around the industry! 

ECA Events 

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/hand-tool-inspections.pdf
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/auction-donation-letter.pdf
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/sponsor-form-auction-2025.pdf
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ECA Member Spotlight

We want to highlight a member each week in our  

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT.  
 

What we need from you is a short paragraph on what is happening at your company. New em-

ployees, new logo, a new move, exciting news, an update on your company or new equipment!  

What ever you want to share about your company with our members.  

   

Email mary@nceca.org with your spotlight information and send in photos if  

you have them! 

News you can use 

Save the Date—MSN 101 Marin-Sonoma Narrows Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
Celebrating the Completion of the Marin-Sonoma Narrows B-7 Highway Project (Last MSN highway car-
pool project)  October 3, 2025 at 10 am, Olompoli State Historic Park, 8901 Redwood Blvd., Novato, CA 
 
With Governor Newsom’s signature to Senate Bill No. 61 on July 14, 2025, California joined a growing 
number of states that have passed legislation to cap the amount of retention that owners, contractors, 
and subcontractors can withhold on private construction projects. Although retention for public projects 
has long been limited to 5% in California, there is currently no statutory limit on retention for private pro-
jects (though parties commonly agree on 10%). 
Starting January 1, 2026, California Civil Code Section 8811 (the new section of the California Civil Code 
introduced by Senate Bill No. 61) will require the following for all private construction projects: 
5% Cap on Retention 
The maximum amount of retention that owners, contractors, and subcontractors can withhold from pro-
gress payments will be 5%. 
This 5% cap will apply to retention withheld by: 
an owner from a direct contractor (i.e., the general contractor) 
a direct contractor from a subcontractor 
a subcontractor from a lower-tiered subcontractor 
So, essentially, this 5% retention cap flows all the way down from the owner to the lower-tiered subcon-
tractors. 
Any negotiated retention below the 5% cap between an owner and direct contractor must also flow down 
to the direct contractor and subcontractors, and from first-tier subcontractors to lower-tiered subcontrac-
tors. 
The total amount of retention withheld cannot exceed 5% of the project's contract price. 
The 5% cap on retention does not apply if a direct contractor or subcontractor provides written notice to a 
subcontractor (before or at the time a bid is requested) that performance and payment bonds are re-
quired for the project, and the subcontractor fails to furnish such bonds from an admitted surety. 
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A. Resilient 37 Policy Committee Meetings (open to the public) – Next meeting March 6, 9:30-11:30 

am-link State Route 37 Policy Committee - Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

 

B. Metropolitan Tranportation Commission website-link Meetings & Events | Metropolitan Transpor-

tation Commission 

 

C. Sonoma County Transportation Authority-link Sonoma County Transportation Authority | SCTA 

 

D. Transportation Authority of Marin Website-link Transportation Authority of Marin 

 

E. Marin Builders Exchange website-link Home - Marin Builders Association, CA 

 

F. North Coast Builders Exchange website-link North Coast Builders Exchange – NCBE Online 

Useful Links to Support Your Business 

https://scta.ca.gov/event/state-route-37-policy-committee-17/
https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events
https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events
https://scta.ca.gov/
https://www.tam.ca.gov/
https://www.marinbuilders.com/
https://ncbeonline.com/
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Emergency Response Manual ~ 2025—2026 

Get Prepared Now! Here are some very useful tips from CalFire to get your own house/property “in shape” for 
fire season. link   

 

Pocket Guide for CALOSHA For Contractors: Click here for the pocket guide you all need!  

 

In the event of an emergency, we have put together the Emergency Response Manual to help our community receive quick 
service from our members. The manual is sent to city and county agencies in case of an emergency so they will know who to 
call for services, equipment and  materials. 
 

Click HERE for the 2025-2026 manual.  

Worker’s Compensation Endorsement By ECA- 
HELLO!!! HAVE YOU ASKED YOUR HUMAN RESOURCES PERSON TO CHECK OUT THE 
WORKERS COMP PROGRAM ECA HAS ENDORSED? Everybody likes to save money, 
don’t they? Doesn’t cost you a thing to consider this as an option!      Jeff Okrepkie at 707-360-4338.  
Flyer 

Worker’s Compensation  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8QToMmzBSGAgtV35cOZbFKjio2vS-ihU0I5652zy6gF6vl7Xcz29VO7vQjfprCzCzh7781WcaOCb4hGF_b0RYqEXl7EuynYtQefIWTPC2xjo&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbAsoRueDdoOLPivimEa_-1asb-7rxM283gdg==&ch=hPwh
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8Tr_iv2rWtzi93JuVS0664FnZEmBs6eMIiJeFGmtjwKJJ_Uo_-ougdsHakL0-xqxJ58zG7BRzyDwVvyHtQI5qg7rrA2gyZRfu0fulhIA5G2ySnmboaN26xFkKC0EL9qXUUPH0VFaLh4DChBcroeT-_E=&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbA
https://nceca.org/brochure/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8XP2ZqLlVOZ9J141RmTceXmDfpFvNs29G3t_HHqIrktjRqn0ROGBh2c620oiO8Sv6Gpt5_QDEnm9cAF4LMfdLDp_sqLYS8JNRvM940wlZpTIBq9_cQcyhmCm6B7LsRM8BQ9o8lxA61H7-iDY5pusu23whBMMJKeZqJ0wgehUhQGZ&c=
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Corporate Member Sponsors 

Business Member Sponsors 
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EBA ENGINEERING - SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS FOR AN EVOLVING WORLD 

 

EBA Engineering 
825 Sonoma Ave. 

Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
707.544.0784 

www.ebagroup.com 

NORTH BAY CONSTRUCTION CORPS 
Training The Next Generation of Construction Workers 

 

The North Bay Construction Corps (NBCC) is an after-school, 3-month basic 
construction training program for seniors in their last semester of high school.  Classes are taught by local 
contractors and construction managers.  Participants are introduced to a variety of trades and earn  
certifications in  Personal Protective Equipment and CPR/First Aid. 
 
Each meeting is led by a contractor or tradesperson who presents information about his/her particular 
trade and then leads students through a hands-on skill-building activity. There is a strong focus on safety 
awareness at each meeting. 
 
2025 NBCC Schedule: Click HERE 
 
For additional information, contact: NBCC Sonoma: Mackenzie Smith 
(707) 542-9502 / mackenzie@ncbeonline.com 

Save the Dates for 2025! 

 

ECA Luncheon at Glenn Smith’s Home –Friday, August 29 
Wine & Dozers Auction—Saturday, November 1 at Graton Resort & Casino 

ECA Annual General Membership Meeting—November 18th, Sallie Tomato’s 

http://www.ebagroup.com
https://ncbeonline.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-NBCC-Schedule.pdf
tel:(707)%20542-9502
https://ncbeonline.com/nbcc/mackenzie@ncbeonline.com
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Northern California Engineering Contractors Association 

The ECA, and its Board of Directors, has been the voice of the engineering construction industry for 
almost 50 years. 
 
The foundation of the ECA has been to address local needs and issues. 
 
The purpose and goal of ECA and its staff are to provide services to the members that help them  
run their businesses safely, efficiently, and in compliance with the many rules and regulations and 
mandates of government. 
 
The working committees are the heart and soul of the ECA. The committees are comprised of ECA 
members. 
 
The committees promote events that enable the ECA to fund community projects that include: 
Fathers Day “Show & Shine” Car Show, Public Officials Night, the Golf Tournament, and, the “Days 
of Wine & Dozers” Auction Dinner. 
 

Northern California Engineering Contractors Association 

John Bly, Executive Director 
email: john@nceca.org 
 
Mary Kennedy Cabrera, Member Services Director 
email: mary@nceca.org 
 
Cheryl Long, Bookkeeper 
email: cheryl@nceca.org 
 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 8249 Santa Rosa, CA 95407 ~Phone: 707.546.5500  

Cabrera  

& Associates  

 

Anthony A. Cabrera, P.E., P.L.S. 
Project Consultant 

tacabrera@yahoo.com / 707-321-9951 

www.cabreraassoc.com 
 

Have you got a project in mind? 

Let Cabrera & Associates provide solutions 

Land Use Planning 

Real Estate Development 
And Governmental Relations  

mailto:john@nceca.org
mailto:mary@nceca.org
mailto:cheryl@nceca.org
mailto:tacabrera@yahoo.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8YRpifmfsQL4BAEB0gn8d7uvzMT4hArB_Blu6O_jsLayRSXpPpCuMDdDWTwTv6_hvasxqIM50H1rfUTinBbgtVnGmgWiVAytJg==&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbAsoRueDdoOLPivimEa_-1asb-7rxM283gdg==&ch=hPwhdZNVFirr

