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Remember-this is an op-ed piece and I do not speak for the ECA or any of its mem-
bers in this “Soapbox”.  These are just my ramblings that hopefully you find 
thought provoking. 
 

In This Edition: 

A. Soapbox-NCBE and ECA are combining safety and information trainings and 

workshops.  
B. ECA Events: Auction night Nov 1 at Graton Event Center still upcoming as well 

as the ECA Annual General Membership Meeting 11/18/25 from 12-2pm Sallie 

Tomato’s in Rohnert Park 

C. Upcoming Committee Meetings   ECA Government Affairs 

Meeting on Tuesday October 28 from 1:45-4:00pm, ECA Execu-

tive Meeting on Tuesday October 28th  from 11:00-12:00 noon, 

ECA Board meeting on Tuesday October 28th, from 12-1:30pm 

 

 

Joint Safety & Informational Training 

 
The North Coast Builders Exchange and the Northern California Engineering Con-

tractors Association will doing joint safety and informational training sessions and 

workshops from now on.  You should see both of our logos on all the flyers.  The 

ECA is working with Boylan Point to modify our online website to accommodate 

online registration and payment for not only dues, but for trainings and our events.     

 

Members of both associations can attend the trainings and seminars seamlessly and 

we welcome the opportunity to smooth out signups for Larry Richmond’s safety 

classes in the future.  We have had to cancel many scheduled safety trainings  

because of a lack of signups and we hope this joint collaboration will make it easier 

for Larry to schedule and keep his classes on calendar which will help all of us with 

cost and opportunity. 

 

The ECA is changing, and those changes are intended to make things better for our 

members.   

 

That’s All Folks! 

John 

October 20, 2025 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

  President 
DAN GIORDANI 

Argonaut Constructors 
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 CASEY WOOD 
Ghilotti Bros. Inc 

 

Past President 

MIKE GULLEY 

NorthWest General Engineering 
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BRENDAN SNYDER 
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WALT TURNER 

North Bay Petroleum 
 

BILL WIGGINS 

Trans Tech Consultants 
 

JASON NUTT / DAN HENNESSEY 
City of Santa Rosa 

 
Executive Director 

 John Bly 

Member Services Director 

 Mary Kennedy Cabrera 

Rules for General Construction Permits in 2025 and 2026 to be held on 10-29-25 

from 3-5pm at the training room in the NCBE building at 1030 Apollo Way, Santa 

Rosa.  Email mary@nceca.org to register. 

Wine & Dozers Auction-click HERE for donation handout to your suppliers/
vendors and for the event flyer and registration /sponsorship information.   Click 
HERE to sponsor! 

 

Our Annual General Membership Meeting on 11-18-25.   
The program will be several different agencies presenting their upcoming project 
projections so our ECA members can get an idea of what is “in the pipeline” for 
projects coming out in 2026 both public works and private projects.  

 

Thank you to PACE Supply for stepping up and sponsoring! 

 

ECA Events 

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/auction-donation-letter.pdf
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/sponsor-form-auction-2025.pdf
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A. ECA Executive Committee Recurring Meeting (Dan Giordani President, Kimber Lenning Carpenter 

Vice-President, Matt Storm Treasurer, Casey Wood Secretary, Mike Gulley Past President)-Every 

4th Tuesday of the month from 11:00am-12:00pm from January through October, Place NCBE 

small conference room 1030 Apollo Way, Santa Rosa, CA - next meeting Tuesday October 28, 

2025 from 11:00am to 12:00pm    

B. ECA Board of Directors Recurring Meeting – Every 4th Tuesday of the month from 12:00pm -

1:30pm from January through October, Place – NCBE Main Board Room 1030 Apollo Way, Santa 

Rosa, CA – next meeting Tuesday October 28, 2025, from 12:00pm to 1:30pm, Jonathan Meronek 

of SCS Engineers will be introducing us to what SCS is up to these days! 

C. ECA Government Affairs Committee Recurring Meeting-Every 4th Tuesday of the month from 

1:30pm – 3:00pm from January through October, Place -NCBE small conference room 1030 Apol-

lo Way, Santa Rosa, CA –next Meeting Tuesday, October 28, 2025 from 1:45pm to 4:00pm- (Chair 

John Bly, Members Ross Liscum, Keith Woods, Joanne Webster, Dale Mahoney, Mark Soiland, 

Mike Wolff, John Reid, and Aimi Dutra) 

ECA Specification Committee Meeting-Recurring Meeting Every 4th Wednesday of the month 

from February through October from 3:00pm to 4:30pm, Place-NCBE Main Board Room, 1030 

Apollo Way, Santa Rosa, CA – Next meeting will be Wednesday, October 29, from 3-5:00pm.  Oc-

tober 29th will be a special SPEC meeting dealing with stormwater rules and compliance.  Our 

guests will be Nick Sudano from Santa Rosa, and the main speaker will be Walt Dragaloski from 

the Regional Water Control Board.  We have invited all SWPP officials from cities in Sonoma 

County and Sonoma County itself.  We have also invited NCBE members to attend.  Email 

mary@nceca.org if you would like to attend. 

A.  ECA Nominating Committee will meet after the 1st of the year to nominate the Bridge Award and 

the Golden Hardhat Awards for 2026. 

B. ECA 50 Year Anniversary Committee will meet as needed. 

Committee News 

Wine & Dozer Live Auction Preview 

The Ultimate Experience for Four 49er Fans! 
VIP parking ~ early admission to the stadium and access to the United Club. The 
United Club features centrally located action cooking stations, as well as a focal point 
full-service bar. All You Can Eat and Free to the United Ticket Holder. Seats on the 
40-yard line in the exclusive Club Level Section 139, Row 20. 
 
Donated by: Ghilotti Construction 

Blast & Brews  
For 8 Guests! Bring your closest friends or family and come out to detonate a 
blast at BoDean’s Mark West Quarry. Wrap the afternoon up with lunch and 
drinks at Russian River Brewery in Windsor. 
 
Donated By: BoDean Company, A CRH Company 
   

https://www.ghilotti.com/
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Invitation click HERE! 

Wine & Dozers Auction-click HERE for the sponsorship flyer!  

ECA's Wine & Dozer Annual Dinner & Auction 

Thank you to our Sponsors! 

 

Ghilotti Bros. Inc - Platinum Sponsor 
Kadon Trucking - Platinum Sponsor  
Peterson CAT—Platinum Sponsor 

Argonaut Constructors - Bar Sponsor  
Risk Strategies Insurance—Bar Sponsor 

Team Ghilotti - Bar Sponsor 
Moss Adams + Baker Tilly—Martini Sponsor  

Aaction Rents - Champagne Sponsor 

Herc Rentals Trench Safety—Table Wine 
Ritchie Bros - Auctioneers! 

Brelje & Race Consulting Engineers—Gold Sponsor 
Canyon Rock Company—Champagne Sponsor  

Engelke Construction - Gold Sponsor 
Cresco Equipment Rentals—Port & Cigar Bar Sponsor 

Mike Brown Electric—Gold Sponsor 
RCX Inc. - Port & Cigar Bar Sponsor 

Stevenson Supply & Tractor Company - Port & Cigar Bar Sponsor 
BoDean a CRH Company—Live Auction 

Ghilotti Bros Inc., - Live Auction 
Ghilotti Construction - Live Auction 
Granite Construction - Live Auction 

Mill Creek Safety - Live Auction 
Jim Persons, Safety Pride - Live Auction 

PACE Supply—Live Auction 
Serres Corporation, Wing & Barrel Ranch—Live Auction 

Sound Ideas - Live Auction 
Wolff Contracting - Live Auction 
Exchange Bank - Bronze Sponsor 
River City Bank—Bronze Sponsor 

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/invitationemail-25-1.pdf
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/sponsor-form-auction-2025.pdf
https://www.gbi1914.com/
https://www.kadontrucking.com/
https://www.petersoncat.com/
https://www.argonautconstructors.com/
https://www.risk-strategies.com/
https://teamghilotti.com/
https://www.mossadams.com/moss-adams-and-baker-tilly-join-forces
https://www.aactionrents.com/content/Home/8887
https://www.hercrentals.com/
https://www.rbauction.com/?msockid=0b87de4aa15961a00aefcc20a0a16034
https://www.brce.com/
https://www.canyonrockinc.com/
https://www.engelkeconstruction.com/
https://www.crescorent.com/
https://www.mbelectric.com/
https://ctybxcdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iU3tGywS6fDQeABBGKMwdsptVnbRU9gaM7bhVkGBY7AOhTjEVPQ6QfVTxEyFgcWtHqYicFPBfuvH4pa7TIofd8nArsyC3vL02MdZJwP-9GMntvb5-DfX_q3JT5dixObhKrINtOX0I6dnsyE_lhkipw==&c=gCgjlAUhN8s3-uvo1201nJ5XuhdUskWA2N1fcvnNz6WxjEjK4qTiRg==&ch=tXo
https://ctybxcdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iU3tGywS6fDQeABBGKMwdsptVnbRU9gaM7bhVkGBY7AOhTjEVPQ6QZaKJvfwX91OzOCgXXHHTCRgxEZBESMjFl77I3Id1S48D8L-bbTJFswUlMOSoSxnnwt-AGL2L2storbeBJ1txdfyKs0uP2EN8OM1Inaq76le&c=gCgjlAUhN8s3-uvo1201nJ5XuhdUskWA2N1fcvnNz6WxjEjK4qTiRg=
https://bodeancompany.com/
https://www.gbi1914.com/
https://www.ghilotti.com/
https://www.graniteconstruction.com/
https://millcreeksafety.com/
https://www.pacesupply.com/
https://serrescorp.com/
https://www.wingandbarrelranch.com/
https://soundideas.biz/
https://wolffcontracting.com/
https://www.exchangebank.com/
https://rivercitybank.com/
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 News you can use 

1.  Mark Davis retires from Wright Contracting-After almost 40 years serving Wright Contracting, President 

Mark Davis has announced his retirement.  

Davis, president for more than 15 years, joined the company after graduating from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 
and will mark his last day Oct. 31. 
“Mark has been the backbone of our company for so long. His vision and dedication have shaped Wright Con-
tracting,” said Stephen Wright, CEO and Co-Owner of Wright Contracting in a Oct. 9 news release. “We’ll miss 
his leadership, but we’re grateful for everything he’s done to prepare the company continued success.” 

2.  Highway 101 widening project complete through Marin-Sonoma Narrows, marking milestone for $1.5 billion North 

Bay project 

 
3.  With Monday’s opening of two North Bay carpool lanes, Highway 101 now has three continuous lanes, north 
and southbound, from Windsor to the Golden Gate Bridge. 
 

4.  Letter from Nathan Quarles—2025 Mode code changes; Just wanted to reach out to let you know Permit  
Sonoma is pursuing the adoption of the 2025 model building codes.  This happens every three years and we are 
planning to be at the Board of Supervisors on November 4, 2025, to introduce the local adoption of the 2025  
model codes.  We typically have some local amendments, but this year due to State Law AB 130 we are limited to 
the type of local amendments we can put forward but we do have a few. 
 

We are planning a couple of public educational sessions to go over the process and the upcoming changes in the 

codes, and we will be hosting information on our webpage as well.  I can also send a link to our website when that 

is live. 

I’m also reaching out with an offer to meet with you or your organization either in person or via a Zoom type 

meeting.  Please let me know your preference. 
 

I’ve attached a summary of the significant changes that the State has put forth. 
 

Sincerely, 

Nathan Quarles, Chief Building Official 

 

To read more on the 2025 Mode Code Changes Click HERE 

 

5. Sonoma County Updates from James Gore. Sonoma County marked two milestones this month in its  
recovery from last winter’s storms with the reopening of West Soda Rock Lane on Oct. 3 and North Fitch 
Mountain Road on Oct. 10, restoring vital access for rural communities affected by landslides and flooding. 
  
Backed by emergency funding approved by the Board of Supervisors in April, both projects were managed 
by the Department of Public Infrastructure. West Soda Rock Lane was among six top-priority roads hit by 
last winter’s storms, while North Fitch Mountain Road has faced recurring landslides since 2017. “Roads 
like West Soda Rock and North Fitch Mountain are lifelines for residents, businesses, and first responders,” 
said District 4 Supervisor James Gore. “By investing in these long-term fixes, we’re not only restoring access 
but strengthening the connections that keep our communities safe and thriving.” 
  
The West Soda Rock Lane project restored access to dozens of homes and vineyards in the Alexander  

Valley, completed in just a few months. North Fitch Mountain Road received major slope stabilization, 

drainage upgrades, and new rock walls built to withstand future storms. These reopenings follow similar 

recovery work on Westside Road, which reopened in August, and Wohler Bridge, which completed seismic 

retrofits in June. Landslide repairs on Cavedale Road are nearing completion, while work on Giovanetti 

Road in Forestville is slated for 2026.    Click HERE for West Soda Rock Ln News Release and HERE for  

N Fitch Mtn Rd. News Release.  

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-Mode-Code-Changes-Summary.pdf
https://sonomacounty.gov/ribbon-cutting-to-celebrate-west-soda-rock-lane-reopening-as-sonoma-county-advances-storm-recovery-projects?fbclid=IwY2xjawNKiEpleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFZSWZrUjdNUjFmZjlFd21MAR7FKY45OwPFbYe7lsJKLWzC9Sdjd2bbNe1FRsXWHsY-JpF6WkgZLDQkiZ
https://sonomacounty.gov/sonoma-county-to-reopen-north-fitch-mountain-road-after-longstanding-landslide-repairs
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From the Desk of Jim Persons 

 
It’s The Little Things  

When planning work tasks for the day and addressing hazards, it is easy to get 
caught up on the big hazards. We focus on risks such as falls from heights, 
electrocution, and chemical asphyxiation during a confined space entry when 
they are present. While these hazards need to be taken seriously and be 
properly mitigated, the bigger hazards can be responsible for taking almost all 
of the attention from the “little things.”  

To read more 

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/its-the-little-things.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2025-annual-stormwater-low-impact-development-training-tickets-1704217683969?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl
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ECA Member Spotlight

ECA & NCBE Safety & Education Training 

ECA Members pay the NCBE price 

October: 
 
10/29/25 
Scaffolding Training "Qualified Person" - English & Spanish 
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Scaffolding-Training-Qualified-Person-English-Spanish-2249/details 
 
10/30, 10/31, 11/4, 11/5  
OSHA 30-Hour for Construction - English and Spanish 
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/OSHA-30-Hour-for-Construction-English-and-Spanish-2229/details 
 
November: 
11/4/25 
Confined Space “Competent Person” - English & Spanish 
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Confined-Space-Competent-Person-English-Spanish-2260/details 
 
11/7/25 
Scaffolding Training "Qualified Person" - English & Spanish 
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Scaffolding-Training-Qualified-Person-English-Spanish-2258/details 
 
11/12/25 
CPR + First Aid November - English and Spanish 
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/CPR-First-Aid-November-English-and-Spanish-2226/details 
 
11/20/25 
Trenching/Excavation "Competent Person" - English & Spanish 
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Trenching-Excavation-Competent-Person-English-Spanish-2256/details 
 
December: 
12/2/25 
Fall Protection "Competent Person" - English & Spanish 
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Fall-Protection-Competent-Person-English-Spanish-2257/details 
 
12/9/25 
CPR + First Aid December - English and Spanish 
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/CPR-First-Aid-December-English-and-Spanish-2227/details 
 
12/12/25 
Confined Space “Competent Person” - English & Spanish 
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Confined-Space-Competent-Person-English-Spanish-2261/details 
 
12/16/25 
Scaffolding Training "Qualified Person" - English & Spanish 

https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Scaffolding-Training-Qualified-Person-English-Spanish-2259/
details 

https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Scaffolding-Training-Qualified-Person-English-Spanish-2249/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/OSHA-30-Hour-for-Construction-English-and-Spanish-2229/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Confined-Space-Competent-Person-English-Spanish-2260/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Scaffolding-Training-Qualified-Person-English-Spanish-2258/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/CPR-First-Aid-November-English-and-Spanish-2226/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Trenching-Excavation-Competent-Person-English-Spanish-2256/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Fall-Protection-Competent-Person-English-Spanish-2257/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/CPR-First-Aid-December-English-and-Spanish-2227/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Confined-Space-Competent-Person-English-Spanish-2261/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Scaffolding-Training-Qualified-Person-English-Spanish-2259/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Scaffolding-Training-Qualified-Person-English-Spanish-2259/details
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A. Resilient 37 Policy Committee Meetings (open to the public) – Next meeting March 6, 9:30-11:30 

am-link State Route 37 Policy Committee - Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

 

B. Metropolitan Tranportation Commission website-link Meetings & Events | Metropolitan Transpor-

tation Commission 

 

C. Sonoma County Transportation Authority-link Sonoma County Transportation Authority | SCTA 

 

D. Transportation Authority of Marin Website-link Transportation Authority of Marin 

 

E. Marin Builders Exchange website-link Home - Marin Builders Association, CA 

 

F. North Coast Builders Exchange website-link North Coast Builders Exchange – NCBE Online 

Useful Links to Support Your Business 

https://scta.ca.gov/event/state-route-37-policy-committee-17/
https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events
https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events
https://scta.ca.gov/
https://www.tam.ca.gov/
https://www.marinbuilders.com/
https://ncbeonline.com/
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Emergency Response Manual ~ 2025—2026 

Get Prepared Now! Here are some very useful tips from CalFire to get your own house/property “in shape” for 
fire season. link   

 

Pocket Guide for CALOSHA For Contractors: Click here for the pocket guide you all need!  

 

In the event of an emergency, we have put together the Emergency Response Manual to help our community receive quick 
service from our members. The manual is sent to city and county agencies in case of an emergency so they will know who to 
call for services, equipment and  materials. 
 

Click HERE for the 2025-2026 manual.  

Worker’s Compensation Endorsement By ECA- 
HELLO!!! HAVE YOU ASKED YOUR HUMAN RESOURCES PERSON TO CHECK OUT THE 
WORKERS COMP PROGRAM ECA HAS ENDORSED? Everybody likes to save money, 
don’t they? Doesn’t cost you a thing to consider this as an option!      Jeff Okrepkie at 707-360-4338.  
Flyer 

Worker’s Compensation  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8QToMmzBSGAgtV35cOZbFKjio2vS-ihU0I5652zy6gF6vl7Xcz29VO7vQjfprCzCzh7781WcaOCb4hGF_b0RYqEXl7EuynYtQefIWTPC2xjo&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbAsoRueDdoOLPivimEa_-1asb-7rxM283gdg==&ch=hPwh
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/osha3252.pdf
https://nceca.org/brochure/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8XP2ZqLlVOZ9J141RmTceXmDfpFvNs29G3t_HHqIrktjRqn0ROGBh2c620oiO8Sv6Gpt5_QDEnm9cAF4LMfdLDp_sqLYS8JNRvM940wlZpTIBq9_cQcyhmCm6B7LsRM8BQ9o8lxA61H7-iDY5pusu23whBMMJKeZqJ0wgehUhQGZ&c=
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Corporate Member Sponsors 

Business Member Sponsors 
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EBA ENGINEERING - SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS FOR AN EVOLVING WORLD 

 

EBA Engineering 
825 Sonoma Ave. 

Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
707.544.0784 

www.ebagroup.com 

NORTH BAY CONSTRUCTION CORPS 
Training The Next Generation of Construction Workers 

 

The North Bay Construction Corps (NBCC) is an after-school, 3-month basic 
construction training program for seniors in their last semester of high school.  Classes are taught by local 
contractors and construction managers.  Participants are introduced to a variety of trades and earn  
certifications in  Personal Protective Equipment and CPR/First Aid. 
 
Each meeting is led by a contractor or tradesperson who presents information about his/her particular 
trade and then leads students through a hands-on skill-building activity. There is a strong focus on safety 
awareness at each meeting. 
 
2025 NBCC Schedule: Click HERE 
 
For additional information, contact: NBCC Sonoma: Mackenzie Smith 
(707) 542-9502 / mackenzie@ncbeonline.com 

Save the Dates for 2025! 

 

Rules for General Construction Permits in 2025 and 2026 - 10-29-25 from 3-5pm CBE building at 

1030 Apollo Way, Santa Rosa.  Email mary@nceca.org to register. 

Wine & Dozers Auction—Saturday, November 1 at Graton Resort & Casino 
ECA Annual General Membership Meeting—November 18th, Sallie Tomato’s 

 

http://www.ebagroup.com
https://ncbeonline.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-NBCC-Schedule.pdf
tel:(707)%20542-9502
https://ncbeonline.com/nbcc/mackenzie@ncbeonline.com
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Northern California Engineering Contractors Association 

The ECA, and its Board of Directors, has been the voice of the engineering construction industry for 
almost 50 years. 
 
The foundation of the ECA has been to address local needs and issues. 
 
The purpose and goal of ECA and its staff are to provide services to the members that help them  
run their businesses safely, efficiently, and in compliance with the many rules and regulations and 
mandates of government. 
 
The working committees are the heart and soul of the ECA. The committees are comprised of ECA 
members. 
 
The committees promote events that enable the ECA to fund community projects that include: 
Fathers Day “Show & Shine” Car Show, Public Officials Night, the Golf Tournament, and, the “Days 
of Wine & Dozers” Auction Dinner. 
 

Northern California Engineering Contractors Association 

John Bly, Executive Director 
email: john@nceca.org 
 
Mary Kennedy Cabrera, Member Services Director 
email: mary@nceca.org 
 
Cheryl Long, Bookkeeper 
email: cheryl@nceca.org 
 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 8249 Santa Rosa, CA 95407 ~Phone: 707.546.5500  

Cabrera  

& Associates  

 

Anthony A. Cabrera, P.E., P.L.S. 
Project Consultant 

tacabrera@yahoo.com / 707-321-9951 

www.cabreraassoc.com 
 

Have you got a project in mind? 

Let Cabrera & Associates provide solutions 

Land Use Planning 

Real Estate Development 
And Governmental Relations  

mailto:john@nceca.org
mailto:mary@nceca.org
mailto:cheryl@nceca.org
mailto:tacabrera@yahoo.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8YRpifmfsQL4BAEB0gn8d7uvzMT4hArB_Blu6O_jsLayRSXpPpCuMDdDWTwTv6_hvasxqIM50H1rfUTinBbgtVnGmgWiVAytJg==&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbAsoRueDdoOLPivimEa_-1asb-7rxM283gdg==&ch=hPwhdZNVFirr

