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Remember-this is an op-ed piece and I do not speak for the ECA or any of its mem-
bers in this “Soapbox”.  These are just my ramblings that hopefully you find 
thought provoking. 
 

In This Edition: 

A. Soapbox-Sacramento and our high cost of unemployment insurance 

B.  ECA Events: Auction night Nov 1 at Graton Event Center still upcoming as well 

as the ECA Annual General Membership Meeting 11/18/25 from 12-2pm Sallie 

Tomato’s in Rohnert Park 

C. Upcoming Committee Meetings   ECA Government Affairs Meeting on Tuesday 

October 28 from 1:45-4:00pm, ECA Executive Meeting on Tues-

day September 23 from 11:00-12:00 noon, ECA Board meeting 

on Tuesday October 28 from 12-1:30pm 

Hidden Costs to Businesses 
 

Five years ago, California borrowed $20 billion from the federal government be-

cause its unemployment insurance system didn’t have enough money to pay a 

strong surge of claims. More than two million Californians had lost their jobs after 

Gov. Gavin Newsom forced many businesses to shut their doors due to the COVID-

19 pandemic. 

 

California was not alone in borrowing to maintain benefits for jobless workers, alt-

hough no other state approached its huge debt, and all others — most recently New 

York and Connecticut — have repaid their loans. And California’s debt is still increas-

ing. 

 

Even though the state’s unemployment rate, currently at 5.5% of its workforce, is 

just a third of what it was in 2020, it’s still the nation’s highest, with more than a 

million jobless workers. California’s Employment Development Department 

is paying out $7.4 billion to those covered by unemployment insurance this year 

while collecting less than $5 billion in payroll taxes. 

 
California’s debt will reach $23.2 billion by year’s end, according to the state’s most 
recent report, and it’s likely to grow even more in 2026. The state’s also on the hook 
for more than $600 million a year in interest. 
 

A quarter-century ago, California had a comfortable surplus in its Unemployment 
Insurance Fund, but the Legislature and then-Gov. Gray Davis began draining it with 
a sharp increase in benefits. 
 

Continue on page 2 

October 6, 2025 

https://calmatters.org/commentary/2022/08/california-finally-regains-jobs-lost-in-covid-19-recession/
https://fiscaldata.treasury.gov/datasets/ssa-title-xii-advance-activities/advances-to-state-unemployment-funds-social-security-act-title-xii
https://fiscaldata.treasury.gov/datasets/ssa-title-xii-advance-activities/advances-to-state-unemployment-funds-social-security-act-title-xii
https://edd.ca.gov/siteassets/files/unemployment/pdf/edduiforecastmay25.pdf
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Since California hasn’t repaid its loans and is still borrowing money, federal 
officials have hiked payroll taxes on California employers. As the California 
Business Roundtable recently noted in a report, the state’s employers will 
soon pay a 5.2% payroll tax — nearly nine times as much as those in other 
states that are debt-free — plus their state payroll taxes. 
 
This is a gigantic mess born of shortsighted political decision making and 
cowardice and compounded by lying to the California taxpayers.   
 
Unless we want to see hidden costs of doing business in California continue 
to go up by nine times more than other states, we have to call out the en-
trenched Democratic power block of elected officials.  That means calling 
out our friends that are in Sacramento like McGuire, Connolly, and others.  
They need to stop billing business owners for their bad governance.  This 
unemployment funding mess is one of the prime examples of how they 
have been lying to us.  Many of the electeds have stated that the unemploy-
ment fund debt is because of fraudulent claims during the pandemic.  
Nope.  They know that the fraud, while real, involved a separate program of 
extended benefits financed completely with federal recovery funds. Califor-
nia’s huge debt involves only the state’s unemployment insurance system.  
And California’s leadership has contributed a lot to the hidden costs to busi-
nesses in California.   
 
Message to Sacramento:  “Stop spending money you do not have!  Take 
care of the businesses that still remain in California”.  
 
A special thank you to Dan Walters for his latest op ed piece that I borrowed 
heavily from for this Soapbox.    

 
That’s All Folks! 
John 

https://calmatters.org/commentary/2022/08/california-finally-regains-jobs-lost-in-covid-19-recession/
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A. ECA Executive Committee Recurring Meeting (Dan Giordani President, Kimber Lenning Carpenter 

Vice-President, Matt Storm Treasurer, Casey Wood Secretary, Mike Gulley Past President)-Every 

4th Tuesday of the month from 11:00am-12:00pm from January through October, Place NCBE 

small conference room 1030 Apollo Way, Santa Rosa, CA - next meeting Tuesday October 28, 

2025 from 11:00am to 12:00pm    

B. ECA Board of Directors Recurring Meeting – Every 4th Tuesday of the month from 12:00pm -

1:30pm from January through October, Place – NCBE Main Board Room 1030 Apollo Way, Santa 

Rosa, CA – next meeting Tuesday October 28, 2025, from 12:00pm to 1:30pm, Jonathan Meronek 

of SCS Engineers will be introducing us to what SCS is up to these days! 

C. ECA Government Affairs Committee Recurring Meeting-Every 4th Tuesday of the month from 

1:30pm – 3:00pm from January through October, Place -NCBE small conference room 1030 Apol-

lo Way, Santa Rosa, CA –next Meeting Tuesday, October 28, 2025 from 1:45pm to 4:00pm- (Chair 

John Bly, Members Ross Liscum, Keith Woods, Joanne Webster, Dale Mahoney, Mark Soiland, 

Mike Wolff, John Reid, and Aimi Dutra) 

D. ECA Specification Committee Meeting-Recurring Meeting Every 4th Wednesday of the month 

from February through October from 3:00pm to 4:30pm, Place-NCBE Main Board Room, 1030 

Apollo Way, Santa Rosa, CA – Next meeting will be Wednesday, October 29, from 3-4:30pm.  Our 

guests will be Scott Orr (Tennis Wick replacement at Sonoma County PRMD). And Nathan Quarles 

from Sonoma County PRMD along with the new inspector for the County of Sonoma, Joshua  

Ricci, Engineering Inspections Supervisor.   

E.  ECA Nominating Committee will meet after the 1st of the year to nominate the Bridge Award and 

the Golden Hardhat Awards for 2026. 

Committee News 

Wine & Dozer Live Auction Preview 

VIP Tasting & Brewery tour for 10 

Enjoy a VIP Tasting & Brewery tour for 10 guests at Cuver Brewery in Wind-
sor while you enjoy PizzaLeah’s Pizza!. Their staple beers are the award-
winning Pepperwood (Session Saison), Dobbel (Belgian Dark Abbey Ale), 
Tripel (Belgian Golden Abbey Ale), Bell Road (Bohemian Pilsner) and award-
winning Hoppy Don (Belgian IPA) 
 
Donated by: Cuver, Don Mills & Pizzaleah 
  

Spirits of ECA 
Bourbon lovers finally get their event!  Twelve lucky folks will meet for a special rare tasting 

of some of the finest bourbon, whiskey, rye, and scotch we can find at Mike Wolff’s fabulous 
home.  Special expensive and hard to find spirits will combine with special recipes and 
Mike’s fabulous Old Fashion concoction for an unforgettable evening.  With industry expert 

Sam Ham presenting his knowledge of how and where the spirits came to be, to a special 
celebrity guest presenter from Kentucky talking up bourbon history and stories, enjoy tast-

ings, heavy appetizers, cigars and a special spirits giveaway!  Find 11 buddies and get this 
one in your name!   
 

Donated By: Wolff Construction & ECA Sponsors  
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Invitation click HERE! 

Wine & Dozers Auction-click HERE for the sponsorship flyer!  

ECA's Wine & Dozer Annual Dinner & Auction 

Thank you to our Sponsors! 

Ghilotti Bros. Inc - Platinum Sponsor 
Peterson CAT—Platinum Sponsor 

Risk Strategies Insurance—Bar Sponsor 
Team Ghilotti - Bar Sponsor 

Aaction Rents - Champagne Sponsor 
Ritchie Bros - Auctioneers! 

Engelke Construction - Gold Sponsor 
Cresco Equipment Rentals—Port & Cigar Bar Sponsor 

RCX Inc. - Port & Cigar Bar Sponsor 
Stevenson Supply & Tractor Company - Port & Cigar Bar Sponsor 

BoDean a CRH Company—Live Auction 
Ghilotti Bros Inc., - Live Auction 

Ghilotti Construction - Live Auction 
Granite Construction - Live Auction 

Mill Creek Safety - Live Auction 
Jim Persons, Safety Pride - Live Auction 

PACE Supply—Live Auction 
Sound Ideas - Live Auction 

Wolff Contracting - Live Auction 
Exchange Bank - Bronze Sponsor 
River City Bank—Bronze Sponsor 

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/invitationemail-25-1.pdf
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/sponsor-form-auction-2025.pdf
https://www.gbi1914.com/
https://www.petersoncat.com/
https://www.risk-strategies.com/
https://teamghilotti.com/
https://www.aactionrents.com/content/Home/8887
https://www.rbauction.com/?msockid=0b87de4aa15961a00aefcc20a0a16034
https://www.engelkeconstruction.com/
https://www.crescorent.com/
https://ctybxcdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iU3tGywS6fDQeABBGKMwdsptVnbRU9gaM7bhVkGBY7AOhTjEVPQ6QfVTxEyFgcWtHqYicFPBfuvH4pa7TIofd8nArsyC3vL02MdZJwP-9GMntvb5-DfX_q3JT5dixObhKrINtOX0I6dnsyE_lhkipw==&c=gCgjlAUhN8s3-uvo1201nJ5XuhdUskWA2N1fcvnNz6WxjEjK4qTiRg==&ch=tXo
https://ctybxcdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iU3tGywS6fDQeABBGKMwdsptVnbRU9gaM7bhVkGBY7AOhTjEVPQ6QZaKJvfwX91OzOCgXXHHTCRgxEZBESMjFl77I3Id1S48D8L-bbTJFswUlMOSoSxnnwt-AGL2L2storbeBJ1txdfyKs0uP2EN8OM1Inaq76le&c=gCgjlAUhN8s3-uvo1201nJ5XuhdUskWA2N1fcvnNz6WxjEjK4qTiRg=
https://bodeancompany.com/
https://www.gbi1914.com/
https://www.ghilotti.com/
https://www.graniteconstruction.com/
https://millcreeksafety.com/
https://www.pacesupply.com/
https://soundideas.biz/
https://wolffcontracting.com/
https://www.exchangebank.com/
https://rivercitybank.com/
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ECA New Members 

Dutra Materials 
Aimi Dutra 

1000 Pt. San Pedro Rd. 

San Rafael, CA 94901 

Phone: 628-295-9875 

Email: aimi.dutra@dutramaterials.com 

https://dutramaterials.com/  

LVI Engineering 

Dennise Riddle 
4280 Redwood Hwy #6 
San Rafael, CA 94903 
Phone: 415-599-9575 
Email: admin@lviengineering.com 
https://lviengineering.com/  

North Bay Association of Realtors ®  
Lisa Bandenfort 
1030 ApolloWay 
Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
Phone: 707-636-4294 
Email: lisa@nba.realtor 
https://nba.realtor/  

mailto:aimi.dutra@dutramaterials.com
https://dutramaterials.com/
mailto:admin@lviengineering.com
https://lviengineering.com/
mailto:lisa@nba.realtor
https://nba.realtor/
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From the Desk of Jim Persons 

 
How Your Choices at Home Can Affect Safety on The Job 

There are many choices we make at home that can have major effects at work. 
Whether it is safety-related or lifestyle choices, many of these choices have 
repercussions that carry over from home into the workplace. It is important to 
realize how closely connected our personal and professional life can be. 

To read more 

https://www.safetytalkideas.com/safety-talks/
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/safety-at-home.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2025-annual-stormwater-low-impact-development-training-tickets-1704217683969?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl
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ECA Member Spotlight

News you can use 

Auction-click HERE for donation handout to your suppliers/vendors and for the event flyer and registra-
tion /sponsorship information.   Click HERE to sponsor! 

 

Our Annual General Membership Meeting on 11-18-25.   
The program will be several different agencies presenting their upcoming project projections so our ECA 
members can get an idea of what is “in the pipeline” for projects coming out in 2026 both public works 
and private projects. 

 

Thank you to PACE Supply for stepping up and sponsoring! 

ECA Events 

1. Napa’s Busiest Transportation Choke Point-any relief in sight?  Relief for Napa County’s 

busiest highway choke point? Not anytime soon – The Press Democrat 

 

2. Assembly Bill 697 awaits Newsom’s signature to start work on environmental first steps 

to relieve congestion on Hwy 37.  Maybe if Newsom can stop grandstanding and sign the 

bill, commuters could see relief soon.   

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/auction-donation-letter.pdf
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/sponsor-form-auction-2025.pdf
https://www.votetom.com/event-details/campaignkickoff
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2025/10/03/relief-for-napa-countys-busiest-highway-choke-point-not-anytime-soon/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2025/10/03/relief-for-napa-countys-busiest-highway-choke-point-not-anytime-soon/
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A. Resilient 37 Policy Committee Meetings (open to the public) – Next meeting March 6, 9:30-11:30 

am-link State Route 37 Policy Committee - Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

 

B. Metropolitan Tranportation Commission website-link Meetings & Events | Metropolitan Transpor-

tation Commission 

 

C. Sonoma County Transportation Authority-link Sonoma County Transportation Authority | SCTA 

 

D. Transportation Authority of Marin Website-link Transportation Authority of Marin 

 

E. Marin Builders Exchange website-link Home - Marin Builders Association, CA 

 

F. North Coast Builders Exchange website-link North Coast Builders Exchange – NCBE Online 

Useful Links to Support Your Business 

https://scta.ca.gov/event/state-route-37-policy-committee-17/
https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events
https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events
https://scta.ca.gov/
https://www.tam.ca.gov/
https://www.marinbuilders.com/
https://ncbeonline.com/
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Emergency Response Manual ~ 2025—2026 

Get Prepared Now! Here are some very useful tips from CalFire to get your own house/property “in shape” for 
fire season. link   

 

Pocket Guide for CALOSHA For Contractors: Click here for the pocket guide you all need!  

 

In the event of an emergency, we have put together the Emergency Response Manual to help our community receive quick 
service from our members. The manual is sent to city and county agencies in case of an emergency so they will know who to 
call for services, equipment and  materials. 

 

Click HERE for the 2025-2026 manual.  

Worker’s Compensation Endorsement By ECA- 
HELLO!!! HAVE YOU ASKED YOUR HUMAN RESOURCES PERSON TO CHECK OUT THE 
WORKERS COMP PROGRAM ECA HAS ENDORSED? Everybody likes to save money, 
don’t they? Doesn’t cost you a thing to consider this as an option!      Jeff Okrepkie at 707-360-4338.  
Flyer 

Worker’s Compensation  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8QToMmzBSGAgtV35cOZbFKjio2vS-ihU0I5652zy6gF6vl7Xcz29VO7vQjfprCzCzh7781WcaOCb4hGF_b0RYqEXl7EuynYtQefIWTPC2xjo&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbAsoRueDdoOLPivimEa_-1asb-7rxM283gdg==&ch=hPwh
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8Tr_iv2rWtzi93JuVS0664FnZEmBs6eMIiJeFGmtjwKJJ_Uo_-ougdsHakL0-xqxJ58zG7BRzyDwVvyHtQI5qg7rrA2gyZRfu0fulhIA5G2ySnmboaN26xFkKC0EL9qXUUPH0VFaLh4DChBcroeT-_E=&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbA
https://nceca.org/brochure/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8XP2ZqLlVOZ9J141RmTceXmDfpFvNs29G3t_HHqIrktjRqn0ROGBh2c620oiO8Sv6Gpt5_QDEnm9cAF4LMfdLDp_sqLYS8JNRvM940wlZpTIBq9_cQcyhmCm6B7LsRM8BQ9o8lxA61H7-iDY5pusu23whBMMJKeZqJ0wgehUhQGZ&c=
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Corporate Member Sponsors 

Business Member Sponsors 
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EBA ENGINEERING - SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS FOR AN EVOLVING WORLD 

 

EBA Engineering 
825 Sonoma Ave. 

Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
707.544.0784 

www.ebagroup.com 

NORTH BAY CONSTRUCTION CORPS  
Training The Next Generation of Construction Workers 

 

The North Bay Construction Corps (NBCC) is an after-school, 3-month basic 
construction training program for seniors in their last semester of high school.  Classes are taught by local 
contractors and construction managers.  Participants are introduced to a variety of trades and earn  
certifications in  Personal Protective Equipment and CPR/First Aid. 
 
Each meeting is led by a contractor or tradesperson who presents information about his/her particular 
trade and then leads students through a hands-on skill-building activity. There is a strong focus on safety 
awareness at each meeting. 
 
2025 NBCC Schedule: Click HERE 
 
For additional information, contact: NBCC Sonoma: Mackenzie Smith 
(707) 542-9502 / mackenzie@ncbeonline.com 

Save the Dates for 2025! 

 

Wine & Dozers Auction—Saturday, November 1 at Graton Resort & Casino 
ECA Annual General Membership Meeting—November 18th, Sallie Tomato’s 

http://www.ebagroup.com
https://ncbeonline.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-NBCC-Schedule.pdf
tel:(707)%20542-9502
https://ncbeonline.com/nbcc/mackenzie@ncbeonline.com
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Northern California Engineering Contractors Association 

The ECA, and its Board of Directors, has been the voice of the engineering construction industry for 
almost 50 years. 
 
The foundation of the ECA has been to address local needs and issues. 
 
The purpose and goal of ECA and its staff are to provide services to the members that help them  
run their businesses safely, efficiently, and in compliance with the many rules and regulations and 
mandates of government. 
 
The working committees are the heart and soul of the ECA. The committees are comprised of ECA 
members. 
 
The committees promote events that enable the ECA to fund community projects that include: 
Fathers Day “Show & Shine” Car Show, Public Officials Night, the Golf Tournament, and, the “Days 
of Wine & Dozers” Auction Dinner. 
 

Northern California Engineering Contractors Association 

John Bly, Executive Director 
email: john@nceca.org 
 
Mary Kennedy Cabrera, Member Services Director 
email: mary@nceca.org 
 
Cheryl Long, Bookkeeper 
email: cheryl@nceca.org 
 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 8249 Santa Rosa, CA 95407 ~Phone: 707.546.5500  

Cabrera  

& Associates  

 

Anthony A. Cabrera, P.E., P.L.S. 
Project Consultant 

tacabrera@yahoo.com / 707-321-9951 

www.cabreraassoc.com 
 

Have you got a project in mind? 

Let Cabrera & Associates provide solutions 

Land Use Planning 

Real Estate Development 
And Governmental Relations  

mailto:john@nceca.org
mailto:mary@nceca.org
mailto:cheryl@nceca.org
mailto:tacabrera@yahoo.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8YRpifmfsQL4BAEB0gn8d7uvzMT4hArB_Blu6O_jsLayRSXpPpCuMDdDWTwTv6_hvasxqIM50H1rfUTinBbgtVnGmgWiVAytJg==&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbAsoRueDdoOLPivimEa_-1asb-7rxM283gdg==&ch=hPwhdZNVFirr

