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Remember-this is an op-ed piece and I do not speak for the ECA or any of its mem-
bers in this “Soapbox”.  These are just my ramblings that hopefully you find 
thought provoking. 
 

In This Edition: 

1. Soapbox-A Big Week for ECA, what happened? 

2. ECA Events: ECA Annual General Membership Meeting 11/18/25 from 12-2pm 

Sallie Tomato’s in Rohnert Park 

3. Upcoming Committee Meetings   ECA Government Affairs Meeting with special 

guests Damon Connolly, NorthBay Leadership Council, NORBAR, NCBE, SCAPAC 

and Farm Bureau, on Thursday November 18 from 3-5:00pm 

A Big Week for ECA 

 

Last week the ECA had several big things that I feel we should 

inform you about.  Here goes: 

 

At our Tuesday, 10-28-25 Board of Directors Meeting, the Directors finalized our 

choices for the Award Winners to be honored at our Installation and Awards Dinner 

on January 31st-at the Santa Rosa Golf and Country Club: 

Contractor of the Year-Western Water Constructors 

Affiliate of the Year-Tobys Trucking 

Hermsmeyer Hall of Fame Posthumous Inductee-Frank Palagi 

Hermsmeyer Hall of Fame Inductee-Louie Gobbi 

Our Directors were busy Tuesday as they finalized our 2026 Officers and Directors, 

and here they are: 

Officers for 2026 

President-Kimber Lenning Carpenter from Kadon Trucking 

Vice President-Matt Storm from Granite Construction 

Treasurer-Casey Wood from Ghilotti Brothers Inc. 

Secretary-Antonio Mencarini from Ghilotti Construction Company 

Past President-Dan Giordani from Argonaut 

Directors for 2026 

Contractors-Kristi Pruett, Mike Wolff, Mike Gulley, Lucas Doherty, Kevin Ghilotti 

Affiliates-Ramsay Brown, Jake Behrens, Jeremiah Cook, Corinna Fernandez, Trisha 

McComas, Ryan McKnight, Kevin Noonan, Omar Coronel, John Reid, Glenn Smith, 

Brendan Snyder, Brett Wilmes, Walt Turner, Aimi Dutra, Guy Levinson 

Dan Hennessey is an advisory guest to the Board of Directors and John Bly will also 

be-non-voting  

Continue on page 2 
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2025 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

  President 
DAN GIORDANI 

Argonaut Constructors 
 

 Vice President 
KIMBER CARPENTER LENNING 

Kadon Trucking 
 

Treasurer 
MATT STORM 

Granite Construction 

 
Secretary 

 CASEY WOOD 
Ghilotti Bros. Inc 

 

Past President 

MIKE GULLEY 

NorthWest General Engineering 
 

  

CONTRACTORS 

ANTONIO MENCARINI 
Ghilotti Construction Co 

 
KRISTI PRUETT 

RCX, Inc 

 
MIKE WOLFF 

Wolff Contracting 

 
 

AFFILIATES 
RAMSAY BROWN 

Exchange Bank 
 

JAKE BEHRENS 
Aaction Rents 

 
JEREMIAH COOK 

Cresco Equipment Rentals 
 

CORINNA FERNANDEZ 
PACE Supply 

 
TRISHA MCCOMAS 

Moss Adams LLP 
 

RYAN MCKNIGHT 
InterWest Insurance 

 
KEVIN NOONAN 
Toby’s Trucking 

 
JOHN REID 

CRH 
  

GLENN SMITH 
Smith Dollar PC 

 
BRENDAN SNYDER 

George Petersen Insurance 
 

MARK SOILAND 
Soiland Company 

 

WALT TURNER 

North Bay Petroleum 
 

BILL WIGGINS 

Trans Tech Consultants 
 

JASON NUTT / DAN HENNESSEY 
City of Santa Rosa 

 
Executive Director 

 John Bly 

Member Services Director 

 Mary Kennedy Cabrera 

Continued from page 1 

 

ECA Had our last big fundraising and fun event for 2025 Saturday night.  I hope 

everyone had a great time and we had a full house of 220 people celebrating 

getting dressed up and Masquerading at the Graton Event Center.  I know I 

picked up a few Christmas presents at the auction!!  Thanks to all of our Spon-

sors, Donors, and Attendees, but mostly, THANKS TO ALL OF YOU WHO BID ON 

THE ITEMS AND PLAYED OUR FUN GAMES!! And thank you to Brent Bjornstad of 

Ritchie Bros for helping us once again on the auction! 

 

Our generous attendees raised a lot of money for two worthy causes:  We raised 

$5500 for the Sonoma County Honor Field which helps first responders and vet-

erans, and we raised $9400 for the Construction Corps which helps train and 

place high school graduates in our industry to start their careers!   

 

The ECA and the NCBE coordinated and hosted a workshop on Storm Water 

management and the General Construction Permit changes in 2025.  Our special 

guest speaker was Walt Dragaloski from the North Bay Water Control Board 

who, along with our good pal Nick Sudano from the City of Santa Rosa, let the 

contractors, engineers, and service providers in the room know what will get 

them in trouble this rainy season.  We had Jeff Quackenbush from the NorthBay 

Business Journal on hand and here is a link to his article in the Press Democrat 

this morning:  California North Coast contractors confront tougher stormwater 

rules 

 

Thanks Everyone! 

That’s All Folks, 

John 

https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2025/10/31/local-contractors-confront-tougher-stormwater-rules/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2025/10/31/local-contractors-confront-tougher-stormwater-rules/
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A. ECA Executive Committee Recurring Meeting (Dan Giordani President, Kimber Lenning Carpenter 

Vice-President, Matt Storm Treasurer, Casey Wood Secretary, Mike Gulley Past President)-Every 

Last Tuesday of the month from 11:00am-12:00pm from January through October, Place NCBE 

small conference room 1030 Apollo Way, Santa Rosa, CA - next meeting Tuesday February 23, 

2026 from 11:00am to 12:00pm    

B. ECA Board of Directors Recurring Meeting – Every Last Tuesday of the month from 12:00pm -

1:30pm from January through October, Place – NCBE Main Board Room 1030 Apollo Way, Santa 

Rosa, CA – next meeting Tuesday January 27, 2026, from 12:00pm to 1:30pm.  This is our first 

meeting of the year, and we will do strategic planning for the year so Directors, please don’t miss 

this meeting! 

C. ECA Government Affairs Committee next Meeting Tuesday, November 18, 2025 from 2:00 pm to 

4:00pm- (Chair John Bly, Members Ross Liscum, Keith Woods, Joanne Webster, Dale Mahoney, 

Mark Soiland, Mike Wolff, John Reid, and Aimi Dutra). Special Guest will be Damon Connolly who 

is running for Mike McGuire’s Senate Seat, and we are inviting our allies at the NorthBay Leader-

ship Council, North Coast Builders Exchange, NORBAR, SCAPAC, and the Farm Bureau.  We want 

Mr. Connolly to be very clear on what we all want him to focus on should he win the Senate seat.   

D. ECA Specification Committee Meeting-Recurring Meeting Every Last Wednesday of the month 

from January through October from 3:00pm to 5:00pm, Place-NCBE Main Board Room, 1030 

Apollo Way, Santa Rosa, CA – Next meeting will be Wednesday, January 28, 2026, from 3-5:00pm.   

E.  ECA Nominating Committee will meet after the 1st of the year to nominate the Bridge Award and 

the Golden Hardhat Awards for 2026. 

F. ECA 50 Year Anniversary Committee will meet as needed. 

G. ECA Community Relations Committee will meet as needed. 

Committee News 

Register HERE 

Upcoming Capital  

Improvement Projects 

Upcoming projects in the following areas:  
County of Sonoma, City of Santa Rosa,  

Napa County, Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

Tuesday, November 18 

Noon—2 pm 

Sally Tomatoes  ~ 1100 Valley House Dr, Rohnert Park.  

Sponsored by: 

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/November-GM-2025-1.pdf


5  

 

It was a fun night on Saturday at the Wine & Dozers Event.  

Thank you again to our sponsors! 

ECA's Wine & Dozer Annual Dinner & Auction 

Ghilotti Bros. Inc - Platinum Sponsor 
Kadon Trucking - Platinum Sponsor  
Peterson CAT—Platinum Sponsor 

Argonaut Constructors - Bar Sponsor  
Risk Strategies Insurance—Bar Sponsor 

Team Ghilotti - Bar Sponsor 
Moss Adams + Baker Tilly—Martini Sponsor  

Aaction Rents - Champagne Sponsor 
Herc Rentals Trench Safety—Table Wine 

Ritchie Bros - Auctioneers! 
Brelje & Race Consulting Engineers—Gold Sponsor 

Canyon Rock Company—Champagne Sponsor  
Engelke Construction - Gold Sponsor 

Cresco Equipment Rentals—Port & Cigar Bar Sponsor 
Enterprise Mobility—Port & Cigar Bar Sponsor 

Nunley Engineering, Inc.—Photo Booth Sponsor 
Mike Brown Electric—Gold Sponsor 
RCX Inc. - Port & Cigar Bar Sponsor 

Stevenson Supply & Tractor Company - Port & Cigar Bar Sponsor 
BoDean a CRH Company—Live Auction 

Ghilotti Bros Inc., - Live Auction 
Ghilotti Construction - Live Auction 
Granite Construction - Live Auction 

Mill Creek Safety - Live Auction 
Jim Persons, Safety Pride - Live Auction 

PACE Supply—Live Auction 
Serres Corporation, Wing & Barrel Ranch—Live Auction 

Sound Ideas - Live Auction 
Wolff Contracting - Live Auction 
Exchange Bank - Bronze Sponsor 
River City Bank—Bronze Sponsor 

https://www.gbi1914.com/
https://www.kadontrucking.com/
https://www.petersoncat.com/
https://www.argonautconstructors.com/
https://www.risk-strategies.com/
https://teamghilotti.com/
https://www.mossadams.com/moss-adams-and-baker-tilly-join-forces
https://www.aactionrents.com/content/Home/8887
https://www.hercrentals.com/
https://www.rbauction.com/?msockid=0b87de4aa15961a00aefcc20a0a16034
https://www.brce.com/
https://www.canyonrockinc.com/
https://www.engelkeconstruction.com/
https://www.crescorent.com/
https://www.enterprisetrucks.com/truckrental/en_US.html
https://www.mbelectric.com/
https://ctybxcdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iU3tGywS6fDQeABBGKMwdsptVnbRU9gaM7bhVkGBY7AOhTjEVPQ6QfVTxEyFgcWtHqYicFPBfuvH4pa7TIofd8nArsyC3vL02MdZJwP-9GMntvb5-DfX_q3JT5dixObhKrINtOX0I6dnsyE_lhkipw==&c=gCgjlAUhN8s3-uvo1201nJ5XuhdUskWA2N1fcvnNz6WxjEjK4qTiRg==&ch=tXo
https://ctybxcdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iU3tGywS6fDQeABBGKMwdsptVnbRU9gaM7bhVkGBY7AOhTjEVPQ6QZaKJvfwX91OzOCgXXHHTCRgxEZBESMjFl77I3Id1S48D8L-bbTJFswUlMOSoSxnnwt-AGL2L2storbeBJ1txdfyKs0uP2EN8OM1Inaq76le&c=gCgjlAUhN8s3-uvo1201nJ5XuhdUskWA2N1fcvnNz6WxjEjK4qTiRg=
https://bodeancompany.com/
https://www.gbi1914.com/
https://www.ghilotti.com/
https://www.graniteconstruction.com/
https://millcreeksafety.com/
https://www.pacesupply.com/
https://serrescorp.com/
https://www.wingandbarrelranch.com/
https://soundideas.biz/
https://wolffcontracting.com/
https://www.exchangebank.com/
https://rivercitybank.com/
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We want to highlight a member each week in our  

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT.  
 

What we need from you is a short paragraph on what is happening at your company. New em-

ployees, new logo, a new move, exciting news, an update on your company or new equip-

ment!  What ever you want to share about your company with our members.  

   

Email mary@nceca.org with your spotlight information and send in photos if you have them! 

News you can use 

1. Will Jenkel from Garton Tractors announced his retirement last week.  Great guy.  Enjoy your 
next phase Will! 

2. Doug Holmes of Gordon Ball announced his last day of employment last week as well and 
Doug heads off to a well-deserved retirement phase based out of Idaho!  We will miss you 
Doug! 

3. DOT clarifies DBE rule, but some questions remain 
The Department of Transportation has updated guidance on its Disadvantaged Business En-
terprises interim final rule, which removes race- and sex-based presumptions of disad-
vantage. The Oct. 24 guidance clarifies that there are no set deadlines for submitting reevalu-
ation documents or for Unified Certification Programs to complete reevaluations, and it con-
firms that firms must be reevaluated by their jurisdiction of original certification. However, 
the guidance does not address standards for evaluating social and economic disadvantage, 
leaving some uncertainty for stakeholders. 

4. OSHA faces challenges as government shutdown continues 
The ongoing government shutdown, which has lasted over three weeks, is significantly im-
pacting OSHA's operations, with only about 20% of staff working to address critical safety 
needs. This disruption may affect OSHA's ability to meet deadlines, such as issuing citations 
within six months of inspections. Additionally, the shutdown complicates the rulemaking pro-
cess, including the proposed heat injury and illness standard, which has an October 30 dead-
line for public comments. Employers are advised to stay vigilant about compliance and dead-
lines despite the government's closure. 
Full Story: Construction Dive (10/23) 

https://r.smartbrief.com/resp/usAHCKhNyXDGvHjaCigKtXCicNTdnz?format=multipart
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From the Desk of Jim Persons 

 
Good Enough Mindset 

For most of us, we have been doing our jobs long enough to know what 
the right way is to do something and what falls short to “good 
enough.” When it comes to workplace safety, “good enough” does not 
cut it. When addressing hazards, having this mindset will lead to  
exposure to risk that will eventually result in incidents and injuries  
occurring. 

To read more 

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/good-enough-mindset.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2025-annual-stormwater-low-impact-development-training-tickets-1704217683969?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl
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ECA Member Spotlight

ECA & NCBE Safety & Education Training 

ECA Members pay the NCBE price 

 

Our Annual General Membership Meeting on 11-18-25.   
The program will be several different agencies presenting their up-
coming project projections so our ECA members can get an idea of 
what is “in the pipeline” for projects coming out in 2026 both public 
works and private projects. 

 

Thank you to PACE Supply for stepping up and sponsoring! 

 

October: 
 
11/7/25 
Scaffolding Training "Qualified Person" - English & Spanish 
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Scaffolding-Training-Qualified-Person-English-Spanish-2258/details 
 
11/12/25 
CPR + First Aid November - English and Spanish 
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/CPR-First-Aid-November-English-and-Spanish-2226/details 
 
11/20/25 
Trenching/Excavation "Competent Person" - English & Spanish 
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Trenching-Excavation-Competent-Person-English-Spanish-2256/details 
 
December: 
12/2/25 
Fall Protection "Competent Person" - English & Spanish 
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Fall-Protection-Competent-Person-English-Spanish-2257/details 
 
12/9/25 
CPR + First Aid December - English and Spanish 
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/CPR-First-Aid-December-English-and-Spanish-2227/details 
 
12/12/25 
Confined Space “Competent Person” - English & Spanish 
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Confined-Space-Competent-Person-English-Spanish-2261/details 
 
12/16/25 
Scaffolding Training "Qualified Person" - English & Spanish 

https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Scaffolding-Training-Qualified-Person-English-Spanish-2259/
details 

https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Scaffolding-Training-Qualified-Person-English-Spanish-2258/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/CPR-First-Aid-November-English-and-Spanish-2226/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Trenching-Excavation-Competent-Person-English-Spanish-2256/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Fall-Protection-Competent-Person-English-Spanish-2257/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/CPR-First-Aid-December-English-and-Spanish-2227/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Confined-Space-Competent-Person-English-Spanish-2261/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Scaffolding-Training-Qualified-Person-English-Spanish-2259/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Scaffolding-Training-Qualified-Person-English-Spanish-2259/details
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A. Resilient 37 Policy Committee Meetings (open to the public) – Next meeting March 6, 9:30-11:30 

am-link State Route 37 Policy Committee - Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

 

B. Metropolitan Tranportation Commission website-link Meetings & Events | Metropolitan Transpor-

tation Commission 

 

C. Sonoma County Transportation Authority-link Sonoma County Transportation Authority | SCTA 

 

D. Transportation Authority of Marin Website-link Transportation Authority of Marin 

 

E. Marin Builders Exchange website-link Home - Marin Builders Association, CA 

 

F. North Coast Builders Exchange website-link North Coast Builders Exchange – NCBE Online 

Useful Links to Support Your Business 

https://scta.ca.gov/event/state-route-37-policy-committee-17/
https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events
https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events
https://scta.ca.gov/
https://www.tam.ca.gov/
https://www.marinbuilders.com/
https://ncbeonline.com/
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Emergency Response Manual ~ 2025—2026 

Get Prepared Now! Here are some very useful tips from CalFire to get your own house/property “in shape” for 
fire season. link   

 

Pocket Guide for CALOSHA For Contractors: Click here for the pocket guide you all need!  

 

In the event of an emergency, we have put together the Emergency Response Manual to help our community receive quick 
service from our members. The manual is sent to city and county agencies in case of an emergency so they will know who to 
call for services, equipment and  materials. 
 

Click HERE for the 2025-2026 manual.  

Worker’s Compensation Endorsement By ECA- 
HELLO!!! HAVE YOU ASKED YOUR HUMAN RESOURCES PERSON TO CHECK OUT THE 
WORKERS COMP PROGRAM ECA HAS ENDORSED? Everybody likes to save money, 
don’t they? Doesn’t cost you a thing to consider this as an option!      Jeff Okrepkie at 707-360-4338.  
Flyer 

Worker’s Compensation  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8QToMmzBSGAgtV35cOZbFKjio2vS-ihU0I5652zy6gF6vl7Xcz29VO7vQjfprCzCzh7781WcaOCb4hGF_b0RYqEXl7EuynYtQefIWTPC2xjo&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbAsoRueDdoOLPivimEa_-1asb-7rxM283gdg==&ch=hPwh
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/osha3252.pdf
https://nceca.org/brochure/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8XP2ZqLlVOZ9J141RmTceXmDfpFvNs29G3t_HHqIrktjRqn0ROGBh2c620oiO8Sv6Gpt5_QDEnm9cAF4LMfdLDp_sqLYS8JNRvM940wlZpTIBq9_cQcyhmCm6B7LsRM8BQ9o8lxA61H7-iDY5pusu23whBMMJKeZqJ0wgehUhQGZ&c=
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Corporate Member Sponsors 

Business Member Sponsors 
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EBA ENGINEERING - SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS FOR AN EVOLVING WORLD 

 

EBA Engineering 
825 Sonoma Ave. 

Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
707.544.0784 

www.ebagroup.com 

NORTH BAY CONSTRUCTION CORPS 
Training The Next Generation of Construction Workers 

 

The North Bay Construction Corps (NBCC) is an after-school, 3-month basic 
construction training program for seniors in their last semester of high school.  Classes are taught by local 
contractors and construction managers.  Participants are introduced to a variety of trades and earn  
certifications in  Personal Protective Equipment and CPR/First Aid. 
 
Each meeting is led by a contractor or tradesperson who presents information about his/her particular 
trade and then leads students through a hands-on skill-building activity. There is a strong focus on safety 
awareness at each meeting. 
 
2025 NBCC Schedule: Click HERE 
 
For additional information, contact: NBCC Sonoma: Mackenzie Smith 
(707) 542-9502 / mackenzie@ncbeonline.com 

http://www.ebagroup.com
https://ncbeonline.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-NBCC-Schedule.pdf
tel:(707)%20542-9502
https://ncbeonline.com/nbcc/mackenzie@ncbeonline.com
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Northern California Engineering Contractors Association 

The ECA, and its Board of Directors, has been the voice of the engineering construction industry for 
almost 50 years. 
 
The foundation of the ECA has been to address local needs and issues. 
 
The purpose and goal of ECA and its staff are to provide services to the members that help them  
run their businesses safely, efficiently, and in compliance with the many rules and regulations and 
mandates of government. 
 
The working committees are the heart and soul of the ECA. The committees are comprised of ECA 
members. 
 
The committees promote events that enable the ECA to fund community projects that include: 
Fathers Day “Show & Shine” Car Show, Public Officials Night, the Golf Tournament, and, the “Days 
of Wine & Dozers” Auction Dinner. 
 

Northern California Engineering Contractors Association 

John Bly, Executive Director 
email: john@nceca.org 
 
Mary Kennedy Cabrera, Member Services Director 
email: mary@nceca.org 
 
Cheryl Long, Bookkeeper 
email: cheryl@nceca.org 
 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 8249 Santa Rosa, CA 95407 ~Phone: 707.546.5500  

Cabrera  

& Associates  

 

Anthony A. Cabrera, P.E., P.L.S. 
Project Consultant 

tacabrera@yahoo.com / 707-321-9951 

www.cabreraassoc.com 
 

Have you got a project in mind? 

Let Cabrera & Associates provide solutions 

Land Use Planning 

Real Estate Development 
And Governmental Relations  

mailto:john@nceca.org
mailto:mary@nceca.org
mailto:cheryl@nceca.org
mailto:tacabrera@yahoo.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xwne828XTep_cW3d4th8ZMTDItXhmi3gX_cB5tsqHTCY4J6PTcPI8YRpifmfsQL4BAEB0gn8d7uvzMT4hArB_Blu6O_jsLayRSXpPpCuMDdDWTwTv6_hvasxqIM50H1rfUTinBbgtVnGmgWiVAytJg==&c=XO-pvg-mZXtJkvR3FbbAsoRueDdoOLPivimEa_-1asb-7rxM283gdg==&ch=hPwhdZNVFirr

