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John's Soaphox

Remember my disclaimer -this Soapbox is my own opinion and does not necessarily reflect
any official ECA position, nor any opinion of any ECA member firm. This is my stuff only
and is intended to be thought-provoking as well as educational.

It’s Construction

As in most construction projects, there are unexpected issues that come up and need to be dealt
with in order to complete the project. Our Installation Dinner was, in that sense, like a construc-
tion project.

Despite having some technical issues and facility issues to deal with, | think we left our honorees
with a great feeling Saturday Night. For those that were stuck in the back room, | will only say
the facility coordinator promised to hear and seeing wouldn’t be a problem for the 50 or so that
were in the back ante room.

| feel awful that the facility coordinator misrepresented how bad the room would be for the
attendees. We will not put on another event that compromises the attendees being in the main
room with the best audio/visual we can provide.

| have other issues that | could apologize for and here goes:

1. Brett Wilmes, Soiland Materials-lI am not sure how your name got left off the power point
slide for 2026 Affiliate Board Members, but | am sorry it did. You are on the Board, and we
appreciate it.

2. Some folks said the food was really good, and | heard other people were not as happy. | will
discuss with the facility to let them know it was a “mixed bag” from attendees’ perspective
and let it go at that.

3. Our videos got corrupted in the final download that we got late Friday night and early Satur-
day morning. We had done a run through with previous downloaded version of the award
video and there was no issue. We apologize for the corrupted download and poor audio
playback that made things difficult to enjoy the video. The uncorrupted and corrected video
is right here for you to download and distribute to those that were at your table. We hope
this problem did not detract from your enjoyment of the evening’s recognition.

Continue on page 2



Continued from page 1

4. McKenzie and | had to make a quick decision on the corrupted video and we went with an earlier
video version that did not contain Glenda’s (GCC) segment on “Louie the Legend” but Glenda
came up to the podium and did a 10 minute speak with no notes about Louie and her unique ap-
proach to multi-tasking as weighmaster at the Healdsburg site as she weighed trucks and got a
suntan in her bikini. | wish (and probably many of you do too) that | could have been there!
Thank you Glenda!

5. We had nearly 20 people show up for dinner without having confirmed and reserved their seats.
This is partly our fault for not following up, and we apologize for the “musical chairs” we were
doing trying to accommodate everyone.

Now-for the good parts:

Toby, his family, co workers, and friends were so proud of him, and the company, that they will remember
the night in a positive way forever. | loved the story of his dad coming to the dinner table and informing the
family he had sold the family car and bought a flatbed truck to deliver milk to the co op in Petaluma. The
beginnings of Toby’s Trucking. Congrats Toby Giacomini!!

Josh McGarve getting his mom to his table, his youngest daughter Kylie, to introduce him, and hearing her
say she “really didn’t know her Dad as to his career, just as her father and coach, and she was looking for-
ward to the video to learn more about what he did for his career”. Loved it!

Karen and Don (Kadon Trucking) present to share Kimber’s big moment as incoming President. Very spe-
cial!

A rare public speak from Dan Giordani of Argonaut!! And he did a great job!

Mike Ghilotti’s inspirational message about Frank Palagi was full of emotion, and respect. Don’t you wish
you could have been listening to some of those lunches at Joe’s where history was being made?

And the pinnacle of the night was “Louie the Legend” Gobbi being honored. He may not think he deserves
it, but he certainly did and does. What a career and list of project accomplishments! All the speakers on all
the videos were great, but Jim Gobbi was exceptional in recounting Louie’s projects and companies he
worked with. Remarkable. And who would not agree it was fantastic to see Louie get up to the Mic and tell
us, “I built Sears Point”!!!!

Thanks to Mark Soiland, Kylie McGarva, Mike Ghilotti, Nate Ehni and Brian Ongaro, and all the speakers on
the video for speaking from the heart about your respective honorees!

| loved seeing Rick and his table mates including John Barella there front and center as our Premier Sponsor.



Our other Premier Sponsor was Toby’s, and it was so cool to see Toby Giacomini bring his family who so
enjoyed his being honored.

Josh McGarva thank you for your speech and for bringing my Dad into your acceptance speech. You
touched my heart!

We worked through some “hiccups” in production and seating, and McKenzie got her first event “under
her belt”. Special thanks to Corinna for being there to help McKenzie through what was obviously a
stressful evening for her. We will quietly review our work and improve for the next event, and | hope you
all accept our congratulations and thank you’s for how supportive you were Saturday night.

Lessons Learned! Just know we will review our event and our job performance like you all do after a pro-
ject. We will get better. Thanks for your patience and thanks for helping make the night memorable for
Toby, Josh, Frank, and Louie. Their families appreciate the respect!!!

That’s All Folks

John

PS for the uncorrupted download of the videos from Saturday Night, click on these link:

Contractor of the Year - Josh McGarva - Western Water https://voutu.be/4d2MgQw2-MQ

Hermsmeyer Hall of Fame - Posthumous - Frank Palagi https://youtu.be/dI5KP3Eq564

Affiliate of the Year - Toby's Trucking https://youtu.be/zVwj7SAU-H4

Hermsmeyer Hall of Fame - Living - Louie Gobbi https://youtu.be/604qyTTSfZA



https://youtu.be/4d2MgQw2-MQ
https://youtu.be/dl5KP3Eq564
https://youtu.be/zVwj7SAU-H4
https://youtu.be/604qyTTSfZA

ECA COMMITTEE NEWS

. ECA Executive Committee (Officers) Meetings are recurring every month and are
held every Last Tuesday from 11:00-12:00pm, in the small NCBE conference
room.

. ECA Board of Directors meetings are recurring every month and are held every
last Tuesday from 12:00-1:30pm, in the main conference boardroom at NCBE.

. ECA Government Affairs Committee (GAC) meetings are recurring every month
and are held every last Tuesday from 2:00pm-3:30pm in the main conference
boardroom at NCBE.

. ECA Specifications Committee are recurring every month and are held every
last Wednesday from 3:00-4:30pm in the main conference board room at NCBE

ECA EVENTS

. April 30,2026 - ECA Public Officials Night will be held at The Backdrop, 1455
Corporate Center Parkway in Santa Rosa, CA from 5:30pm - 9:00pm.

. June 21, 2026 -ECA Show and Shine Car Show will be held at Julliard Park at 227
Santa Rosa, Ave. in Santa Rosa from 9:00am-3:30pm

. July 10, 2026 -The ECA Golf Tournament will be held at the Windsor Golf Course
at 1340 19" Hole Drive in Windsor, CA from 11:00am-7:00pm
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24-Hour Emergency Response

Mud, Waste and Debris Removal C O NSTRU CT| NG O UR FUTU RE
Earthwork, Excavation, and Grading

Retaining Wall Installation and Slide Repairs EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT &
Pavement and Structural Repairs ON-CALL SERVICES

Drainage, Pipeline and Utility Repairs COASTAL REGION | NORTH COASTAREA| 707.467.4100
Asphalt and Aggregate Materials

For EMERGENCIES call:

Matt Storm | Construction Manager| Office: 707.467.4129 | Cell: (916) 825-6509 | Matt.Storm@gcinc.com
Lorne Chase | Construction Superintendent (Sonoma/Napa) | Cell: (707) 272-1294 | Lorne.Chase@gcinc.com
Gary Huddle | Construction Superintendent (Lake/Mendocino) | Cell: (707) 272-0136| Gary.Huddle@gcinc.com




NEWS YOU CAN USE

1. SCTA came out with their 2025 Comprehensive
Transportation Plan-here it is. My comment on it:

It is a “fool’s errand” to state your mission/goal is

carbon free transportation by 2050 - That is not
going to happen.

Link: SCTA-CTP21 v8.pdf

2. $6.2 billion reservoir progress-Trump administra-
tion approves plan backed by Newsom to build
largest California reservoir in 50 years | Modesto
Bee

Northern California Engineering Contractors Association

The ECA, and its Board of Directors, has been the voice of the engi-
neering construction industry for 50 years. Since 1976, ECA is cele-
brating it's 50th anniversary this year!

The foundation of the ECA has been to address local needs and
issues.

The purpose and goal of ECA and its staff are to provide services to
the members that help them

run their businesses safely, efficiently, and in compliance with the
many rules and regulations and mandates of government.

The working committees are the heart and soul of the ECA. The
committees are comprised of ECA members.

The committees promote events that enable the ECA to fund com-
munity projects that include:

Fathers Day “Show & Shine” Car Show, Public Officials Night, the
Golf Tournament, and, the “Days of Wine & Dozers” Auction Dinner.

2026
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
KIMBER CARPENTER LENNING
Kadon Trucking

VICE PRESIDENT
MATT STORM
Granite Construction

TREASURER
CASEY WOOD
Ghilotti Bros. Inc

SECRETARY
ANTIONIO MENCARINI

Ghilotti Construction Co.

PAST PRESIDENT

DAN GIORDANI
Argonaut Constructors

CONTRACTORS
LUCAS DOHERTY
Gordon N. Ball Co

KEVIN GHILOTTI
Team Ghilotti

MIKE GULLEY
Northwest General Engineering

KRISTI PRUETT
RCX Inc

MIKE WOLFF
Wolff Contracting

AFFILIATES
RAMSAY BROWN
Exchange Bank

JAKE BEHRENS
Aaction Rents

JEREMIAH COOK
Cresco Equipment Rentals

AIMI DUTRA
Dutra Materials

CORINNA FERNANDEZ
PACE Supply

GUY LEVINSON
Ritchie Bros

RYAN MCKNIGHT
Risk Strategies

KEVIN NOONAN
Toby’s Trucking

OMAR CORONEL
Stevenson Supply

JOHN REID
CRH

GLENN SMITH
Smith Dollar PC

BRENDAN SNYDER
George Petersen Insurance

BRETT WILMES
Soiland Materials

WALT TURNER
North Bay Petroleum
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
JOHN BLY
MEMBER SERVICES DIRECTOR
MCKENZIE WEXLER


https://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/SCTA-CTP21_v8.pdf
https://www.modbee.com/news/nation-world/national/article314443183.html
https://www.modbee.com/news/nation-world/national/article314443183.html
https://www.modbee.com/news/nation-world/national/article314443183.html
https://www.modbee.com/news/nation-world/national/article314443183.html

ECA & NCBE SAFETY & EDUCATION TRAINING

ECA MEMBERS PAY THE NCBE PRICE

February:
Thursday 2/5

Exclusive Enphase Installer Training 10 am - 1 pm

Thursday 2/12
Trenching/Excavation "Competent Person" - English 9 am - 11 am

Workers' Comp Office Hours 1 pm -4 pm

Tuesday 2/17
CPR + First Aid February - English and Spanish 9 am - 11 am

Wednesday 2/18
Scaffolding Training "Qualified Person" - English 1 pm - 3 pm

Tuesday 2/24
Fall Protection "Competent Person" - English & Spanish 9 am -11 am

From the Desk of Jim Persons

Diesel Exhaust Safety

On construction sites, mines, and other types of work sites, diesel engines are
used frequently. Diesel engines power everything from water pumps to heavy
equipment that allows for day-to-day activities to be completed efficiently.

To continue reading Click HERE



https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Safety-Memo-2-2.pdf
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/ExclusiveEnphase%20Installer%20Training-2290/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/TrenchingExcavationCompetent%20Person%20%20English%20-2284/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/WorkersComp%20Office%20Hours-2292/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/CPR%20First%20Aid%20February%20%20English%20and%20Spanish-2274/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/ScaffoldingTraining%20Qualified%20Person%20%20English%20-2283/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/FallProtection%20Competent%20Person%20%20English%20%20Spanish-2285/details

USEFUL LINKS TO SUPPORT YOUR BUSINESS

A. Resilient 37 Policy Committee Meetings (open to the public) — Next meeting March 6, 9:30-11:30
am-link State Route 37 Policy Committee - Sonoma County Transportation Authority

B. Metropolitan Tranportation Commission website-link Meetings & Events | Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Commission

C. Sonoma County Transportation Authority-link Sonoma County Transportation Authority | SCTA

D. Transportation Authority of Marin Website-link Transportation Authority of Marin

E. Marin Builders Exchange website-link Home - Marin Builders Association, CA

F. North Coast Builders Exchange website-link North Coast Builders Exchange — NCBE Online
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Aerial Video & Stills
Video & Gommercial Production
Photography * Animation

Info & Motion Graphics
Virtual Events » Media Services

SOUND\DEASMED!ATV

707.321.6803

Services:

Phase | Environmental Site Assessment (ESA)
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS Soil, Groundwater, Soil Vapor and Indoor Air
Quality Investigations

(Formerly Edd Clark & Associates)

Remediation Services

Hydrogeologic Assessments
The ECA Group is an integrity-driven group of environmental yorog 8

professionals. We put our clients first to help resolve their
environmental issues. We are geologists, environmental engineers
and scientists with the expertise to effectively manage complex Indoor Air Compliance
environmental sites. We have been providing Clients professional
service and problem-solving for over 30 years.

Watershed Management
Project and Construction Management

Contact: (800) 474-1448 ~ (707) 792-9500
505 San Marin Drive, Suite A200, Novato, CA 94945

info@eddclarkandassociates.com



https://scta.ca.gov/event/state-route-37-policy-committee-17/
https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events
https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events
https://scta.ca.gov/
https://www.tam.ca.gov/
https://www.marinbuilders.com/
https://ncbeonline.com/

EMERGENCY RESPONSE MANUAL ~ 2025—2026

In the event of an emergency, we have put together the Emergency Response Manual to help our community
receive quick service from our members. The manual is sent to city and county agencies in case of an emergency
so they will know who to call for services, equipment and materials.

Click HERE for the 2025-2026 manual.

TRANS TECH CONSULTANTS

Civil Engineers and Geologists
License # 697833 (A-Haz)

Since 1987

Fire Debris Cleanup Management Services

County Application and Work Plan Preparation
Coordination of Asbestos Survey and Fire Debris Disposal
Air Monitoring, Erosion Control and Confirmation Sampling
Cleanup Certification Report by Civil Engineer

info@ TransTechConsultants.com
Office (707) 837-8408 or after hours (707) 478-2097

Lol S

A Law Firm

www.teamghilotti.com | 707-763-8700
2531 Petaluma Bivd. S., Petaluma, CA 94952
For Contractors

« Contracts & Collections

« Business Formation & Licensing
: « Litigation & Disputes
\ / + Mechanics Lien & Bond Claims

+ Employment & Workplace Safety

(oi

D SmithDollar | '(7@512-1100


https://nceca.org/brochure/
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» CAT FINANCIAL .
. . PETERSON c 'I'
Visit us online at A

Petersoncat.com/0-for-36

0% FOR 36 MONTHS

WITH NO PAYMENTS FOR THE FIRST 6 MONTHS"

~ On repairs and new or remanufactured Cat® Parts,
- with or without service. For a limited time, use your
Cat® Card account on qualifying repairs and new or

used remanufactured Cat parts. Ends 12/31/25.
*Additional terms and conditions apply.

ENGINEERING

EBA ENGINEERING - SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS FOR AN EVOLVING WORLD

EBA Engineering
825 Sonoma Ave.
Santa Rosa, CA 95404
707.544.0784
www.ebagroup.com

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION

John Bly, Executive Director
email: john@nceca.org

McKenzie Wexler, Member Services Director
email: mw@nceca.org

Susan Maners, Bookkeeper
email: accounting@nceca.org

Postal Address: P.O. Box 8249 Santa Rosa, CA 95407 ~Phone: 707.546.5500


mailto:john@nceca.org
mailto:mary@nceca.org
mailto:cheryl@nceca.org
http://www.ebagroup.com

