
   

 

Sitting On Our Wallets Is Not The Answer 

 
I get it.  Times are uncertain.  Spending money is not as easy as it was 

years ago.  With the upheaval in oil, gas, and diesel costs, it is tougher 

to negotiate the bottom line and contribute dollars to ANY candi-

dates.  

 

Thank you to those that have “answered the bell” and donated to 

Schwedhelm already!!  

 

With that being said, I will try to put into context what is likely to hap-

pen if we cannot get voters to vote for Tom Schwedhelm in the June 

Primary for District 4 Sonoma County Supervisor seat: 

 

*Melanie Bagby will win the primary most likely as Tom Schwedhelm 

and Todd Lands are in many voters’ eyes, “cut from the same cloth”.  

If Lands beats Schwedhelm in June, then the General Election in No-

vember would be Lands vs Bagby.  If that is the case, Bagby wins. 

*If Schwedhelm beats Lands in the June primary, the General Election 

in November would have Schwedhelm vs Bagby for District 4 Supervi-

sor.  Most of the “insiders” think Schwedhelm beats Bagby in a head-

to-head battle and therefore, it would be likely that Schwedhelm 

would take Gore’s seat and our roads will be funded moving forward. 

 

I cannot emphasize enough that we need to overcome our “apathy” 

and caution and support Schwedhelm RIGHT NOW! 

 

Here is the link to donate a few dollars for Tom Schedwhelm for Dis-

trict 4 Sonoma County Supervisor.  Donate | Tom Schwedhelm for Sonoma 

County Supervisor D4 

That’s All Folks 
John 

April 13, 2026 
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John’s Soapbox 
 

Remember my disclaimer -this Soap-

box is my own opinion and does not 

necessarily reflect any official ECA 

position, nor any opinion of any ECA 

member firm.  This is my stuff only 

and is intended to be thought-

provoking as well as educational. 

https://www.votetom.com/donate
https://www.votetom.com/donate
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      2026 

          BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

  President 
KIMBER CARPENTER LENNING 

Kadon Trucking 

 

 Vice President 
MATT STORM 

Granite Construction 

 

Treasurer 
CASEY WOOD 

Ghilotti Bros. Inc 
 

Secretary 
 ANTIONIO MENCARINI 

Ghilotti Construction Co. 

 

Past President 
DAN GIORDANI 

Argonaut Constructors 
  

CONTRACTORS 
LUCAS DOHERTY 

Gordon N. Ball Co 
 

KEVIN GHILOTTI 
Team Ghilotti 

 
MIKE GULLEY 

Northwest General Engineering 
 

KRISTI PRUETT 
RCX Inc 

 
MIKE WOLFF 

Wolff Contracting 

 

AFFILIATES 
RAMSAY BROWN 

Exchange Bank 
 

JAKE BEHRENS 
Aaction Rents 

 
JEREMIAH COOK 

Cresco Equipment Rentals 
 

AIMI DUTRA 
Dutra Materials 

 
CORINNA FERNANDEZ 

PACE Supply 
 

GUY LEVINSON 
Ritchie Bros 

 
RYAN MCKNIGHT 

Risk Strategies 
 

KEVIN NOONAN 
Toby’s Trucking 

 
OMAR CORONEL 

Stevenson Supply 
 

JOHN REID 
CRH 

  
GLENN SMITH 

Smith Dollar PC 
 

BRENDAN SNYDER 
George Petersen Insurance 

 
BRETT WILMES 

Soiland Materials 
 

WALT TURNER 

North Bay Petroleum 

Executive Director 

 John Bly 

Member Services Director 

 Mckenzie wexler 

2026 Public Officials Night is coming up on Thurs-

day, April 30th! 
 

We want to thank Team Ghilotti for being our premier spon-

sor!!  

Other sponsorships include:  

Ghilotti Construction  and LVI Engineering as the showcase 

sponsors 

RCX, Stevenson Supply  and Herc Rentals Trench Solutions spon-

soring the raffle 

River City Bank sponsoring the Bridge Award 

Ghilotti Bros Inc for donating 49ers pre-season tickets for a 

raffle item as well as a raffle sponsor 

https://teamghilotti.com/
https://www.ghilotti.com/
https://lviengineering.com/
https://rcx-inc.com/contact/
https://stevensonsupply.net/
https://www.hercrentals.com/locations/california/santa-rosa/santa-rosa-trench-solutions.html
https://rivercitybank.com/
https://www.gbi1914.com/
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ECA Committee News 

 

1. ECA Executive Committee (Officers) Meetings are recurring every month and are held 
every Last Tuesday from 11:00-12:00pm, in the small NCBE conference room.  Next 
meeting will be April 28, 2026, from 11am to 12pm.    

2. ECA Board of Directors meetings are recurring every month and are held every last Tues-
day from 12:00-1:30pm, in the main conference boardroom at NCBE.  Next meeting will 
be April 28, 2026, from 12:00 noon to 1:30 pm.   

3. ECA Government Affairs Committee (GAC) meetings are recurring every month and are 
held every last Tuesday from 2:00pm-3:30pm in the main conference boardroom at 
NCBE.  Next meeting will have Terry Sanders (running for City of Santa Rosa City Council) 
as our guest.  We will discuss tax measures and ballot measures more in the next few 
meetings as well. 

4. ECA Specifications Committee are recurring every month and are held every last Wednes-
day from 3:00-4:30pm in the main conference board room at NCBE.   Next meeting will 
be Wednesday, April 29 from 3:00pm to 4:30pm.  Lori Urbanek will be our guest to pre-
sent and discuss proposed new Utility standards for the City of Santa Rosa. 

Results of ECA / NCBE Construction Survey: ECA 

Construction Survey - Responses | SurveyMonkey  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-5FubzVpHAzMTJSXymrJv7Q_3D_3D/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-5FubzVpHAzMTJSXymrJv7Q_3D_3D/
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1. April 30, 2026- the ECA Public Officials Night (Premiere Sponsor For Many Years In A Row 
is Team Ghilotti) will be held at The Backdrop, 1455 Corporate Center Parkway in Santa 
Rosa, CA from 5:30pm – 9:00pm.  The Bridge Award will be given to the City of Santa Ro-
sa for their Hearn Avenue Bridge Replacement Project, and a nice video is being edited by 
Sound Ideas with many participants of the Hearn Avenue overpass project from SCTCA, 
City of Santa Rosa, Caltrans and Ghilotti Construction Company.  Matt Verke will be 
awarded the Golden Hardhat award.  The nominating committee will be meeting on 
March 31, 2026, and will consider modifying the qualifications that projects have to have 
been substantially completed before the calendar year in which they are considered for 
the award.  One modification to be discussed is projects that can be considered if com-
pleted within the past 5 years.   

2.  June 21, 2026-ECA Show and Shine Car Show will be held at Julliard Park at 227 Santa 
Rosa, Ave. in Santa Rosa from 9:00am-3:30pm 

3. July 10, 2026-The ECA Golf Tournament will be held at the Windsor Golf Course at 1340 
19th Hole Drive in Windsor, CA from 11:00am-7:00pm 

ECA Events 

Connect with the ECA on social media! 
 

 

 Instagram 

 

 

 LinkedIn 

 

 

 Facebook 

https://www.instagram.com/norcaleca?igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ%3D%3D&utm_source=qr
https://www.linkedin.com/in/northern-california-engineering-contractors-association-8484973b5?utm_source=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=member_ios
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063670806145&mibextid=wwXIfr&mibextid=wwXIfr
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From the Desk of Jim Persons 

Dust Hazards in Construction 

There are many different hazards on any single construction site. 
Dust can be one of them. Dust can cause a variety of issues, from 
health concerns to physical hazards for workers who are exposed 
to it. It is important to understand the issues dust causes and 
what steps should be taken to prevent its related hazards onsite. 

To read more: 

ECA & NCBE Safety & Education Training 

ECA Members pay the NCBE price 

April:  
 
Tuesday 4/14: CPR + First Aid (English & Spanish)  9 am - 11 am 
 
Thursday 4/23: Confined Space “Competent Person” - English  9 am - 11 am 
 
Tuesday/ Wednesday April 28 & 29: OSHA 10-Hour for Construction  
April 28th 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
April 29th 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
(Both days attendance required for certification)  

 

MAY 
 

Thursday 5/7: Fall Protection “Competent Person” - English 9 am - 11 am 
 
Wednesday 5/13: Confined Space “Competent Person” - English 1 pm - 3 pm 
 
Thursday 5/14: Key legal Concepts for Public Works for Subcontractor  9 am - 11 am 
 
Thursday 5/14: Worker’s Comp Office Hours  1 pm - 4 pm 
 
Thursday 5/21: Latinos in the Workplace - Leading through Uncertainty  7:30 am - 11:30 am 

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/ECA-Safety-Memo-4-13.pdf
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/CPR%20First%20Aid%20April%20%20English%20and%20Spanish-2322/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/ConfinedSpace%20Competent%20Person%20%20English%20-2317/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/OSHA10Hour%20for%20Construction%20-2323/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/FallProtection%20Competent%20Person%20%20English%20-2327/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/ConfinedSpace%20Competent%20Person%20%20English%20-2328/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Keylegal%20Concepts%20for%20Public%20Works%20for%20Subcontractor-2316/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/WorkersComp%20Office%20Hours-2295/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Latinosin%20the%20Workplace%20%20Leading%20through%20Uncertainty-2326/details
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A. Resilient 37 Policy Committee Meetings (open to the public) –-link State Route 37 Policy Committee 

- Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

 

B. Metropolitan Tranportation Commission website-link Meetings & Events | Metropolitan Transpor-

tation Commission 

 

C. Sonoma County Transportation Authority-link Sonoma County Transportation Authority | SCTA 

 

D. Transportation Authority of Marin Website-link Transportation Authority of Marin 

 

E. Marin Builders Exchange website-link Home - Marin Builders Association, CA 

 

F. North Coast Builders Exchange website-link North Coast Builders Exchange – NCBE Online 

Useful Links to Support Your Business 

https://scta.ca.gov/event/state-route-37-policy-committee-17/
https://scta.ca.gov/event/state-route-37-policy-committee-17/
https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events
https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events
https://scta.ca.gov/
https://www.tam.ca.gov/
https://www.marinbuilders.com/
https://ncbeonline.com/
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Emergency Response Manual  2025—2026 

In the event of an emergency, we have put together the Emergency Response Manual to help our community 
receive quick service from our members. The manual is sent to city and county agencies in case of an emergency 
so they will know who to call for services, equipment and  materials. 
 
Click HERE for the 2025-2026 manual.  

https://nceca.org/brochure/
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Corporate Member Sponsors 

Business Member Sponsors 
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Northern California Engineering Contractors Association 

John Bly, Executive Director 
email: john@nceca.org 
 
McKenzie Wexler, Member Services Director 
email: mw@nceca.org 
 
Susan Maners, Bookkeeper 
email: accounting@nceca.org 
 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 8249 Santa Rosa, CA 95407 ~Phone: 707.546.5500  

EBA ENGINEERING - SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS FOR AN EVOLVING WORLD 

 

EBA Engineering 
825 Sonoma Ave. 

Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
707.544.0784 

www.ebagroup.com 

mailto:john@nceca.org
mailto:mary@nceca.org
mailto:cheryl@nceca.org
http://www.ebagroup.com

