
   

 

Just Like Survivor-It Is Time To Vote! 

 
District 4 Musings-remember-these are John’s thoughts, not the ECA’s: 

There are going to be five total Supervisors representing Districts 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5.  To 

get anything done at the Sonoma County Supervisory level, you are going to have to 

be a part of a majority decision.  Being a part of a majority requires you work with 

at least two other Supervisors in a manner that enables three Supervisors to reach 

consensus agreement on motions, proposals, budgets, and direction for the Sono-

ma County machine. 

Who is most likely to work well with others? 

Don’t take my word for it, take the others that are current supervisors.  All but 

Coursey have endorsed Schwedhelm.  That tells me they believe they can work with 

Tom to wade through the complex issues facing the Supervisors and get to a majori-

ty position to pass budgets and policies.     

Both Lands and Bagby tout their experience in Cloverdale City Politics, and com-

mittees that work with existing Sonoma County Supervisors.  I believe they are both 

good people and decent candidates.  But I wonder how they are going to fulfill their 

campaign promises to bring change to Sonoma County when the majority of ex-

isting supervisors do not endorse their candidacy.   

I am guessing Lands or Bagby will have a much more difficult time getting support 

(from their supervisor colleagues) for their campaign promises than Schwedhelm.  

I also find it helpful to digest the Press Democrat Editorial on who the best District 4 

Supervisor Candidate is.  Here is the recent editorial from the PD touting 

Schwedhelm as the right candidate to earn your vote: 

Tom Schwedhelm stands out for 4th District supervisor — a Press Democrat editori-
al 
    

No matter how much money Gallagher throws into the District 4 Supervisor race in 

support of Lands, no matter how much Bagby “rails” at Trump policies and touts the 

support of the SEIU and the Democratic party, if the other Supervisors (who will 

have to work with him or her to get anything passed) do not believe in Lands and 

Bagby enough to endorse their candidacy, why would you vote for a future supervi-

sor who the others do not think is the right person for the job? 

Why would you choose to vote for a lone wolf rather than somebody the others 

want to work with? 

 
I hope you choose to vote for Schwedhelm.  That is the ACTION vote that is needed! 

May 18, 2026 
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John’s Soapbox 
 

Remember my disclaimer -this Soap-

box is my own opinion and does not 

necessarily reflect any official ECA 

position, nor any opinion of any ECA 

member firm.  This is my stuff only 

and is intended to be thought-

provoking as well as educational. 

Continue on page 2 

https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2026/05/14/pd-editorial-tom-schwedhelm-stands-out-for-4th-district-supervisor/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2026/05/14/pd-editorial-tom-schwedhelm-stands-out-for-4th-district-supervisor/
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      2026 

          BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

  President 
KIMBER CARPENTER LENNING 

Kadon Trucking 

 

 Vice President 
MATT STORM 

Granite Construction 
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Ritchie Bros 

 
RYAN MCKNIGHT 
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Toby’s Trucking 

 
OMAR CORONEL 

Stevenson Supply 
 

JOHN REID 
CRH 

  
GLENN SMITH 

Smith Dollar PC 
 

BRENDAN SNYDER 
George Petersen Insurance 

 
BRETT WILMES 

Soiland Materials 
 

WALT TURNER 

North Bay Petroleum 

Executive Director 

 John Bly 

Member Services Director 

 Mckenzie wexler 

District 2 Musings: remember-these are John’s thoughts, not the ECA’s: 

District 2 has John E. King, Joanna Paun, Sylvia Lemus, and Shelina Moreda all 

vying for David Rabbitt’s District 2 Sonoma County Seat on the Board of Super-

visors. 

Here are KQED’s published candidate statements recently:   

Sonoma Supervisor District 2 Election 2026: Candidates & Issues | KQED 
• I look at Shelina and wonder how much she is going to be able to focus on 
real issues facing the Supervisors when she seems so singularly focused on 
“farm to table” farm products?  Not that there is anything wrong with eating 
healthy, but there are lots of complex issues that the District 2 Supervisor will 
face other than her stated “Priorities: “Preserving farms and food systems, 
advocating for farmworkers’ rights, and nurturing small businesses that 
strengthen our communities. As a fifth-generation dairy farmer, sustaining 
Sonoma County’s agricultural legacy is top of mind.” 

• Looking at Paun and constantly reading about the budget crisis school dis-
tricts are in, does not make me feel “warm and fuzzy” that she can handle 
complex issues of keeping spending in line with income at the $2 billion level 
that the County must do. 

• Mr. King has very little experience in getting along with any of the Supervi-
sors.  I do not see him compelling a majority of the supervisors to back his ide-
as, nor do I see in his campaign comments, anything that would lead me to 
believe he backs any of their ideas moving forward. 

Lemus, on the other hand, has the endorsement of the outgoing District 2 Su-
pervisor David Rabbitt.  Rabbitt showed an ability to lead, and get pragmatic 
votes done with the majority of his fellow Supervisors.  I am certain his en-
dorsement of Sylvia Lemus comes along with many discussions with Sylvia 
about how to get things done.  Here is a compelling Press Democrat Editorial 
from the last few days on who the correct District 2 Supervisor Candidate is: 
Lemus is best prepared for 2nd District supervisor — a Press Democrat editori-
al 
Yep!   
 

That’s All Folks- 

John 

Continued from  page 1 

https://www.kqed.org/voterguide/sonoma/supervisor-2nd-district
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2026/05/15/pd-editorial-lemus-is-best-prepared-for-2nd-district-supervisor/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2026/05/15/pd-editorial-lemus-is-best-prepared-for-2nd-district-supervisor/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2026/05/15/pd-editorial-lemus-is-best-prepared-for-2nd-district-supervisor/
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ECA Committee News 

 

1. ECA Executive Committee (Officers) Meetings are recurring every month and are held 
every Last Tuesday from 11:00-12:00pm, in the small NCBE conference room.  Next 
meeting will be May 26, 2026, from 11am to 12pm.    

2. ECA Board of Directors meetings are recurring every month and are held every last 
Tuesday from 12:00-1:30pm, in the main conference boardroom at NCBE.  Next 
meeting will be May 26, 2026, from 12:00 noon to 1:30 pm.  Special guests for 5/26/26 
were to include City of Santa Rosa CFO, Scott Wagner, Interim City Manager for Santa 
Rosa Lori Ann Farrell, and City of Santa Rosa Mayor Mark Stapp will all be discussing 
the City of Santa Rosa budget developments and possible “solutions” to the financial 
deficit Santa Rosa finds itself in.  There has been a recent change in personnel at the 
City of Santa Rosa, so we are still figuring out exact guest details for this meeting. This 
affects ECA Members in that if part of the “solution” is to cut budgets for Capital Im-
provement projects including sewer, water, roads, etc., that would not make us very 
happy.  I look forward to hearing OTHER possible solutions to the budget crisis for San-
ta Rosa. We will also hear from Mike Ghilotti and John Bly about a possible restructure 
of our venerable Public Officials Night.  There is nothing official about possible change 
to our PO Night, but Mike and John will present an idea that the Board of Directors may 
want to consider for 2027 or 2028.     

3. ECA Government Affairs Committee (GAC) meetings are recurring every month and are 
held every last Tuesday from 2:00pm-3:30pm in the main conference boardroom at 
NCBE.  Next meeting will be May 26, 2026, from 2:00-3:30pm.  David Guhin to attend-
ing confirmed to attend our meeting from 2-2:30. 

4. ECA Specifications Committee are recurring every month and are held every last 
Wednesday from 3:00-4:30pm in the main conference board room at NCBE.   The next 
meeting scheduled for Wednesday, May 27, 2026, from 3:pm to 4:30pm will be can-
celled due to the big BoDean Mixer being held the same day!  

June 2 ECA Endorsed Candidates as of 4-28-2026: 

 Sonoma County District 2 Supervisor-Sylvia Lemus 

Sonoma County District 4 Supervisor-Tom Schwedhelm 

Windsor Mayor-Tanya Potter 
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News you can use 

Jason Nutt is the new (Temporary) City Manager for the City of Santa Rosa and Ashle Crocker 
is the new City Attorney for Santa Rosa-read about the announcement here - Santa Rosa ap-
points Jason Nutt to temporarily lead city, Ashle Crocker as attorney 

https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2026/05/15/santa-rosa-expected-to-appoint-new-city-manager-attorney-friday/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2026/05/15/santa-rosa-expected-to-appoint-new-city-manager-attorney-friday/
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1. Mixer-May 27 Hosted by BoDean (a CRH Company) and Sponsored by NCBE and ECA. 

Event Flyer is on the next page. 

2. June 21, 2026-ECA Show and Shine Car Show will be held at Julliard Park at 227 Santa Ro-

sa, Ave. in Santa Rosa from 9:00am-3:30pm 

3. July 10, 2026-The ECA Golf Tournament will be held at the Windsor Golf Course at 1340 

19th Hole Drive in Windsor, CA from 11:00am-7:00p 

4. November 7, 2026-The ECA Annual Days of Wine and Dozers Dinner and Auction at the 

Hyatt in Santa Rosa. 

ECA Events 
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From the Desk of Jim Persons 

Spiders, Bugs and Hidden Hazards, OH My! 
 
What do spiders and hidden hazards have in common? 
They are two completely different things. Well, I am sure 
most of you have heard about spiders being located in 
some work areas, and believe it or not, these are con-
sidered hazards.  
 

To read more: 

ECA & NCBE Safety & Education Training 

ECA Members pay the NCBE price 

MAY 
 
Wednesday 5/20: Scaffolding Training “Qualified Person” - English and Spanish 1 pm - 3 pm 
 
Thursday 5/21: Latinos in the Workplace - Leading through Uncertainty  7:30 am - 11:30 am 
 
Thursday 5/28: Trenching/Excavation “Competent Person”- English and Spanish 9 am - 11 am 

 
 

JUNE 
 

Monday 6/8: Fall Protection “Competent Person” - English and Spanish 9 am - 11 am 
 
Tuesday 6/9: CPR + First Aid May - English and Spanish 9 am - 11 am 
 
Wednesday 6/10: Confined Space “Competent Person” - English and Spanish 1 pm - 3 pm 
 
Wednesday 6/17: Scaffolding Training “Qualified Person” - English and Spanish 1 pm - 3 pm 
 
Tuesday 6/23:  Trenching/Excavating  “Competent Person” - English and Spanish 9 am - 11 am 
 
Thursday  6/25 (Day 1; 8:30 am - 5 pm) & Friday 6/26 (Day 2; 1 pm - 4 pm): OSHA 10 Hour Con-
struction - English and Spanish BOTH DAYS ATTENDANCE REQUIRED FOR CERTIFICATION 

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/ECA-Safety-Memo-5-18.pdf
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/ScaffoldingTraining%20Qualified%20Person%20%20English%20and%20Spanish-2329/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/Latinosin%20the%20Workplace%20%20Leading%20through%20Uncertainty-2326/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/TrenchingExcavationCompetent%20Person%20%20English%20and%20Spanish%20-2330/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/FallProtection%20Competent%20Person%20%20English%20and%20Spanish-2331/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/CPR%20First%20Aid%20June%20%20English%20and%20Spanish-2340/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/ConfinedSpace%20Competent%20Person%20%20English%20and%20Spanish-2332/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/ScaffoldingTraining%20Qualified%20Person%20%20English%20and%20Spanish-2333/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/TrenchingExcavationCompetent%20Person%20%20English%20and%20Spanish-2334/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/OSHA10Hour%20for%20Construction%20%20English%20%20Spanish-2349/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/OSHA10Hour%20for%20Construction%20%20English%20%20Spanish-2349/details
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A. Resilient 37 Policy Committee Meetings (open to the public) –-link State Route 37 Policy Committee 

- Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

 

B. Metropolitan Tranportation Commission website-link Meetings & Events | Metropolitan Transpor-

tation Commission 

 

C. Sonoma County Transportation Authority-link Sonoma County Transportation Authority | SCTA 

 

D. Transportation Authority of Marin Website-link Transportation Authority of Marin 

 

E. Marin Builders Exchange website-link Home - Marin Builders Association, CA 

 

F. North Coast Builders Exchange website-link North Coast Builders Exchange – NCBE Online 

Useful Links to Support Your Business 

https://scta.ca.gov/event/state-route-37-policy-committee-17/
https://scta.ca.gov/event/state-route-37-policy-committee-17/
https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events
https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events
https://scta.ca.gov/
https://www.tam.ca.gov/
https://www.marinbuilders.com/
https://ncbeonline.com/
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Date posted: April 15, 2026 

Salary: $95,000 to $135,000 depending on experience  

Job description: Project Manager 

 

Position Summary 

The project manager is responsible for planning, coordinating and executing  

construction projects from inception through completion. This role ensures that all  

work meets contractual obligations, schedule requirements, quality standards,  

budget and safety protocols. Acting as the central liaison between owners,  

engineers, field teams, subcontractors and stakeholders. The project manager  

drives the project success through disciplined leadership, strategic planning and  

clear communication 

Application Question(s): 

• Do you have a degree in Construction Management? 

• Do you have any contracting experience with grading, paving and  

underground utility construction? 

 

To Reply, Email: jerry@engelkeconstruction.com 

 

Landesign Construction & Maintenance is growing and looking for a hands-on Con-
struction Project Manager / Designer to lead high-quality landscape projects in Sono-
ma County. Must have 3–5+ years in landscape construction, strong estimating skills, 
and the drive to protect margin and deliver results. Salary $90K–$120K plus incentives 
and full benefits package. To apply, please send your resume to Kelley Lazzareschi 
at kelley.l@landesign-inc.com or call 415-412-6332. 

Job Listings 

mailto:kelley.l@landesign-inc.com
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Corporate Member Sponsors 

Business Member Sponsors 
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Northern California Engineering Contractors Association 

John Bly, Executive Director 
email: john@nceca.org 
 
McKenzie Wexler, Member Services Director 
email: mw@nceca.org 
 
Susan Maners, Bookkeeper 
email: accounting@nceca.org 
 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 8249 Santa Rosa, CA 95407 ~Phone: 707.546.5500  

EBA ENGINEERING - SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS FOR 
AN EVOLVING WORLD 

 

EBA Engineering 

In the event of an emergency, we have put together the Emergency Response Manual to help our community 
receive quick service from our members. The manual is sent to city and county agencies in case of an emergency 
so they will know who to call for services, equipment and  materials. 
 
Click HERE for the 2025-2026 manual.  

Emergency Response Manual  2025—2026 

mailto:john@nceca.org
mailto:mary@nceca.org
mailto:cheryl@nceca.org
https://nceca.org/brochure/

