
   

 

Evolution, Not Revolution? 

 
Reducing carbon emissions is a worthwhile goal.  Transportation policy 

should be grounded in measurable outcomes and realistic assumptions, not 

“slogans” that may be impossible to define or attain.   

 

It is not my intent to say climate change is not real.  I am not crafting a posi-

tion so we can build more roads so we can all drive lots more miles and buy 

more gallons of carbon fuel that does go into the air.  I am simply stating my 

opinion that maybe we should refine our collection of facts in such a way 

that our goals for transportation and construction can evolve rather than 

change so abruptly.   

I have the highest respect for Chris Barney and the crew at SCTCA.  But it is 

my opinion, that the premise that some of the policies that Sonoma County 

Transportation and Climate Authority state and adhere to, may be based on 

inaccurate and unattainable ideological climate theories/assumptions.   

To put it succinctly, one of the main thrusts of the “50 Year CTP” is to get to 

zero emissions by the year 2050.  Please, if you are still reading, let me ex-

plain my opinion on this. 

First, zero emissions are not a well-defined term.  I could argue that it would 

be far more accurate if you described the term “zero emissions” as “exhaust 

tailpipe measurements of emissions from locally owned and registered civil-

ian driven vehicles only”.  Zero-emissions will not consider manufacturing 

and disposal emissions, nor airline emissions, nor even automobiles and 

trucks driving across the border from Oregon, Arizona, Mexico, and Nevada.  

So “zero-emissions” if used as a goal, should be clearly defined, quantifiable, 

measurable for progress, and reasonably attainable.  Otherwise, it is my 

opinion that it should not be listed as a goal for our local transportation plan. 

I am applauding the reduction of carbon emissions of our vehicles, I am only 

finding fault with the stated goal of having zero emissions as one of the top 

goals for deciding transportation policies in our area.  I am suggesting in this 

Soapbox that maybe we should develop our emissions policies based on 

facts rather than slogans.     
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John’s Soapbox 
 

Remember my disclaimer -this Soap-

box is my own opinion and does not 

necessarily reflect any official ECA 

position, nor any opinion of any ECA 

member firm.  This is my stuff only 

and is intended to be thought-

provoking as well as educational. 

Continue on page 2 
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Key goals include: 

• Connected and reliable multimodal networks that are affordable and easy 

to use. 

• Safety-first infrastructure, including Vision Zero initiatives. 

• Equitable access to transportation for all residents. 
Climate resilience and reduced greenhouse gas emissions. 

Scope and Timeline 

The plan covers transportation needs and projects over the next 30 years, 

aligning with regional climate goals and funding opportunities Sonoma County 

Transportation Authority. It integrates: 

• Public transit (local bus, SMART, paratransit) 

• Active transportation (walking, biking) 

• Road and highway improvements 
Transportation demand management strategies 

Funding and Implementation 

SCTA funds the plan through a mix of State, local, and federal sources, includ-

ing: 

• Measure M (Go Sonoma Act) – 0.25% county sales tax, split between bus 

transit (10%) and SMART (5%). 

• State Transit Assistance (STA) – from fuel tax revenues. 
Transportation Development Act (TDA) – from State sales tax Northern Cali-
fornia Engineering Contractors Association. 

The SCTCA Funding Program allocates these resources to projects that align 

with the 2050 CTP, with upcoming cycles (e.g., Cycle 2 for FY 2025–31) priori-

tizing alignment with the plan and major funding programs like the State 

Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) and SB 1 Local Partnership For-

mulaic Program LinkedIn. 

Community Engagement 

Public input is central to the plan’s development. SCTA has conducted surveys, 

webinars, and outreach with community-based organizations to gather trans-

portation needs and priorities Sonoma County Transportation Authority. 

 

Continued from  page 1 

https://scta.ca.gov/planning/comprehensive-transportation-plan/
https://scta.ca.gov/planning/comprehensive-transportation-plan/
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Press-Release-2024-Coordinated-Claim-and-Funding-Program2.pdf
https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Press-Release-2024-Coordinated-Claim-and-Funding-Program2.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/sonoma-county-transportation-authority_2025-sctca-funding-program-sonoma-county-activity-7338601794995920897-YPjG
https://scta.ca.gov/planning/comprehensive-transportation-plan/
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Related Initiatives 

The plan supports broader regional and county climate strategies, such as the Regional Climate Protection 

Authority’s (RCPA) greenhouse gas inventory and climate dashboard, and integrates with the Strategic 

Transit Plan for the next five years sonomacountylocalleaders.org+1. 

In summary: The SCTCA’s 50-year CTP is a forward-looking, multimodal, climate-resilient transportation 

framework that guides investment, policy, and community engagement for Sonoma County through 2050, 

with funding and project prioritization tied to both long-term vision and immediate funding cycles. 

Let’s go back to (arguably) the father of the climate theory policies that we have been basing our beliefs on 

for the past 20 years.  Let’s go back and see what is right, and what is wrong in Al Gore’s “An Inconvenient 

Truth” from two decades ago.  Don’t take my word for it, here is a Newsweek editorial that you can read 

just like I did-  Data vs. Drama—the 20-Year Legacy of Al Gore’s Climate Warnings | Opinion - Newsweek 

I will take the liberty to “cherry pick” some items to illustrate my point of using facts instead of slogans to 

base our policies on: 

Zero emissions by 2050?  -We’re nowhere near a green transition. In 2006, the world got 82.6 pecent of its 

total energy (not just electricity) from fossil fuels, according to the International Energy Agency. In 2023, the 

last year with global data, the share was 81.1 percent. On this slow trend, it will take over six centuries to 

get to zero. 

Rich nations only account for 13 percent of the remaining 21st century emissions. Emerging giants like Chi-

na, India and Africa drive the rest. Even if all rich countries achieved net-zero by mid-century, it would avert 

less than 0.2°F of warming by 2100, using the United Nations (U.N.) climate panel’s own model. 

 

It is not my intent for this soapbox to try and debunk climate change.  I am simply looking at facts presented 

by Newsweek and some others that say it might be a more inconvenient truth to realize that we have may 

have overreacted to Al Gore and others. 

 

Evolution not revolution.  

 

Let’s keep working towards protecting our environment, but let’s not drive businesses and residents out of 

the State by dictating laws and policies that make it a lot tougher to live in this great state.   

 

Just my opinion folks---    

That’s All Folks- 

John 

https://sonomacountylocalleaders.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/General-Mtg-SCTA-RCPA-10-10-2024.pdf
https://www.newsweek.com/data-vs-drama-the-20-year-legacy-of-al-gores-climate-warnings-opinion-11967262
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ECA Committee News 

 

Meetings: 

1. ECA Executive Committee (Officers) Meetings are recurring every month and are 
held every Last Tuesday from 11:00-12:00pm, in the small NCBE conference room.  
Next meeting will be May 26, 2026, from 11am to 12pm.    

2. ECA Board of Directors meetings are recurring every month and are held every last 
Tuesday from 12:00-1:30pm, in the main conference boardroom at NCBE.  Next 
meeting will be May 26, 2026, from 12:00 noon to 1:30 pm.  Special guests for 
5/26/26 will include City of Santa Rosa CFO, Scott Wagner, Interim City Manager for 
Santa Rosa Lori Ann Farrell, and City of Santa Rosa Mayor Mark Stapp will all be 
discussing the City of Santa Rosa budget developments and possible “solutions” to 
the financial deficit Santa Rosa finds itself in.  We will also hear from Mike Ghilotti 
and John Bly about a possible restructure of our venerable Public Officials Night.  
There is nothing official about possible change to our PO Night, but Mike and John 
will present an idea that the Board of Directors may want to consider for 2027 or 
2028.     

3. ECA Government Affairs Committee (GAC) meetings are recurring every month and 
are held every last Tuesday from 2:00pm-3:30pm in the main conference board-
room at NCBE.  Next meeting will be May 26, 2026, from 2:00-3:30pm.  David Guhin is 
our guest, and he is the new Sonoma County Administrator.  Arguably, the most 
powerful position in the NorthBay region!     

4. ECA Specifications Committee are recurring every month and are held every last 
Wednesday from 3:00-4:30pm in the main conference board room at NCBE.   The 
next meeting scheduled for Wednesday, May 27, 2026, from 3:00pm to 4:30pm will 
be cancelled due to the big BoDean Mixer being held the same day!  

 

June 2 ECA Endorsed Candidates as of 4-28-2026: 

 Sonoma County District 2 Supervisor-Sylvia Lemus 

Sonoma County District 4 Supervisor-Tom Schwedhelm 

Windsor Mayor-Tanya Potter 
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1.  Our very own Glenn Smith and Smith Dollar, Attorneys at Law are doing good for the community 
again.  Please see flyer below. Website link: Smith Dollar, Forces 4 Food | Food From The Bar  

2. Todd Lands is in the news again for “stirring up” the whole Potter Valley issue.  It should come as no 
surprise that water rights are big business, but do we really want a Supervisor inviting a water district 
from 600-800 miles away to own our water rights?  Here is the article in the PD this weekend that you 
might find interesting-Todd Lands, candidate for Sonoma County supervisor, distances himself from 
Southern California water agencies interested in Eel River dams takeover 

3. A very interesting article on the troubled Fulton Road project-Contractors file legal claim against Santa 
Rosa seeking to recoup costs tied to troubled Fulton Road project 

4. See my Soapbox for using climate change fears to dictate choices for residents-Local residents take 
dim view of upcoming gas appliance ban – The Press Democrat 

5. Way to go Monica!!!- Midstate Construction announces leadership changes 
6. SOSroads endorses Tom Schwedhelm for 4th District Sonoma County Supervisor.  As Mayor and Coun-

cilmember of Santa Rosa, Tom has a proven record of maintaining and improving streets and infra-
structure. We believe Tom will continue his commitment and fix our county roads. SOSroads.org - 
Home  

News you can use 

https://partners.refb.org/donate/smith-dollar-2026-food-from-the-bar
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2026/05/22/todd-lands-water-dams-sonoma-county-supervisor-race/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2026/05/22/todd-lands-water-dams-sonoma-county-supervisor-race/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2026/05/19/contractors-file-claim-against-santa-rosa-seeking-to-recoup-costs-tied-to-troubled-fulton-road-project/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2026/05/19/contractors-file-claim-against-santa-rosa-seeking-to-recoup-costs-tied-to-troubled-fulton-road-project/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2026/05/18/vallejo-residents-take-dim-view-of-upcoming-gas-appliance-ban/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2026/05/18/vallejo-residents-take-dim-view-of-upcoming-gas-appliance-ban/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2026/05/13/midstate-construction-new-ceo/
https://www.sosroads.org/
https://www.sosroads.org/
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1. Mixer-May 27 Hosted by BoDean (a CRH Company) and Sponsored by NCBE and ECA. 

Event Flyer is on the next page. 

2. June 21, 2026-ECA Show and Shine Car Show will be held at Julliard Park at 227 Santa Ro-

sa, Ave. in Santa Rosa from 9:00am-3:30pm. Sign up forms can be found here: Fathers Day 

31st Annual “Show & Shine” – Northern California Engineering Contractors Association  

3. July 10, 2026-The ECA Golf Tournament will be held at the Windsor Golf Course at 1340 

19th Hole Drive in Windsor, CA from 11:00am-7:00pm. Sign up forms can be found here: 

ECA Golf Tournament – ECA  
4. November 7, 2026-The ECA Annual Days of Wine and Dozers Dinner.  We need trips, din-

ners, and donations please!! 

ECA Events 

https://nceca.org/registration/product/fathers-day-29th-annual-show-shine/
https://nceca.org/registration/product/fathers-day-29th-annual-show-shine/
https://nceca.org/event/eca-golf-tournament/


7  

 



8  

 

From the Desk of Jim Persons 

Back Hoe Safety 

Back hoes are one of the most common types of construction 
equipment found today.  And rightly so as their versatility and 
maneuverability make the backhoe the equipment of choice for 
most construction jobs.  Backhoe loaders can dig, scrape, load 
material, lift and with specialized attachments do almost any re-
quired task.   

 

To read more: 

ECA & NCBE Safety & Education Training 

ECA Members pay the NCBE price 

MAY 
 
Thursday 5/28: Trenching/Excavation “Competent Person”- English and Spanish 9 am - 11 am 

 
 

JUNE 
 

Tuesday 6/2: Competent Person Course CPT (Excavation Safety) 8 am - 2 pm; Lunch provided
(More info on pages 10 &11) 

 
Monday 6/8: Fall Protection “Competent Person” - English and Spanish 9 am - 11 am 
 
Tuesday 6/9: CPR + First Aid May - English and Spanish 9 am - 11 am 
 
Wednesday 6/10: Confined Space “Competent Person” - English and Spanish 1 pm - 3 pm 
 
Wednesday 6/17: Scaffolding Training “Qualified Person” - English and Spanish 1 pm - 3 pm 
 
Tuesday 6/23:  Trenching/Excavating  “Competent Person” - English and Spanish 9 am - 11 am 
 
Thursday  6/25 (Day 1; 8:30 am - 5 pm) & Friday 6/26 (Day 2; 1 pm - 4 pm): OSHA 10 Hour Con-
struction - English and Spanish BOTH DAYS ATTENDANCE REQUIRED FOR CERTIFICATION 

https://nceca.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/ECA-Safety-Memo-5-26.pdf
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/TrenchingExcavationCompetent%20Person%20%20English%20and%20Spanish%20-2330/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/FallProtection%20Competent%20Person%20%20English%20and%20Spanish-2331/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/CPR%20First%20Aid%20June%20%20English%20and%20Spanish-2340/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/ConfinedSpace%20Competent%20Person%20%20English%20and%20Spanish-2332/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/ScaffoldingTraining%20Qualified%20Person%20%20English%20and%20Spanish-2333/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/TrenchingExcavationCompetent%20Person%20%20English%20and%20Spanish-2334/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/OSHA10Hour%20for%20Construction%20%20English%20%20Spanish-2349/details
https://members.ncbeonline.com/events/OSHA10Hour%20for%20Construction%20%20English%20%20Spanish-2349/details
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A. Resilient 37 Policy Committee Meetings (open to the public) –-link State Route 37 Policy Committee 

- Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

 

B. Metropolitan Tranportation Commission website-link Meetings & Events | Metropolitan Transpor-

tation Commission 

 

C. Sonoma County Transportation Authority-link Sonoma County Transportation Authority | SCTA 

 

D. Transportation Authority of Marin Website-link Transportation Authority of Marin 

 

E. Marin Builders Exchange website-link Home - Marin Builders Association, CA 

 

F. North Coast Builders Exchange website-link North Coast Builders Exchange – NCBE Online 

Useful Links to Support Your Business 

https://scta.ca.gov/event/state-route-37-policy-committee-17/
https://scta.ca.gov/event/state-route-37-policy-committee-17/
https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events
https://mtc.ca.gov/meetings-events
https://scta.ca.gov/
https://www.tam.ca.gov/
https://www.marinbuilders.com/
https://ncbeonline.com/


10  

 



11  

 



12  

 

Corporate Member Sponsors 

Business Member Sponsors 
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Northern California Engineering Contractors Association 

John Bly, Executive Director 
email: john@nceca.org 
 
McKenzie Wexler, Member Services Director 
email: mw@nceca.org 
 
Susan Maners, Bookkeeper 
email: accounting@nceca.org 
 
Postal Address: P.O. Box 8249 Santa Rosa, CA 95407 ~Phone: 707.546.5500  

EBA ENGINEERING - SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS FOR 
AN EVOLVING WORLD 

 

EBA Engineering 

In the event of an emergency, we have put together the Emergency Response Manual to help our community 
receive quick service from our members. The manual is sent to city and county agencies in case of an emergency 
so they will know who to call for services, equipment and  materials. 
 
Click HERE for the 2025-2026 manual.  

Emergency Response Manual  2025—2026 

mailto:john@nceca.org
mailto:mary@nceca.org
mailto:cheryl@nceca.org
https://nceca.org/brochure/

