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Jobsite Barriers and Barricade Safety

KEY HAZARDS:

« Workers or pedestrians entering hazardous areas.

« Falls into openings, excavations, or restricted zones.
« Traffic entering work areas.

o Barricades moved, damaged, or ignored.

o Poor visibility of barriers in darkness or bad weather.

o Confusion caused by incomplete or unclear barricading.

Barriers and barricades are used to separate people from hazards. They help protect
workers, pedestrians, drivers, and the public from areas where they should not enter.

Barricades may be needed around excavations, floor openings, traffic work zones, overhead
work, chemical spills, equipment areas, damaged surfaces, or other hazards that require
separation.

The type of barrier should match the hazard. Cones, caution tape, barrels, fencing,
guardrails, covers, signs, vehicles, and hard barricades do not all provide the same level of
protection.

Barricades should be placed so they are visible and understandable. Workers and the public
should be able to tell where they are allowed to go and what area is restricted.

Barriers should not be moved or removed unless authorized. Moving a barricade for

convenience can expose others to a hazard they may not recognize.
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Barricades should be checked during the job. Wind, traffic, equipment, weather, public
interference, and changing work conditions can knock them down or make them ineffective.

Lighting and reflective materials may be needed when barricades are used at night, in traffic
areas, or during poor visibility conditions.

Effective barricading is about communication and control. If people can still easily enter the
hazard area or do not understand the warning, the barricade is not doing its job.

REMINDERS:

o Use barriers and barricades that match the hazard.

» Protect excavations, openings, traffic zones, and restricted areas.
« Make barricades visible and understandable.

o Do not move or remove barricades without authorization.

o Inspect barricades throughout the job.

o Use signs, lighting, or reflective devices when needed.

o Correct barricades that are damaged, moved, or ineffective.




